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WANT TO FIND 

OUT MORE? 
 
If you would like to find 

out more about the 
Church and its activities, 
more details can be found 
on our website: 
   www.gasgreen.org.uk 
  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 
touch via any of the contact details 
given below: 
 
Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 
 Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 
524262  

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 
Tony Dymock 
Tel: 01242 244594 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 
Tel: 01242 583235 
E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 
Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   
Tony Dymock   
Tel: 01242 244594  
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 
please - see back page for magazine 
deadline.  

 
Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  
(Tel: 01242 244594 or 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  
by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Marian Lee on 
(01242 583666) 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

 
Dear Friends, we are living in unprecedented times. 
 

For those of you who lived through war times you may think, ‘I know what is 
coming’, while for the younger generation, those 70 or under, this is the first time 
we may feel we are being driven into the wilderness, or to use the modern phrase 
‘self-isolation’. 

 
This was the experience of Jesus, self-isolation in the wilderness for 40 days 

while he prepared himself for the ministry that was to be his calling for 3 years. 
Let’s be grateful the self-isolation proposed by the Government is only for 4 
months. By the time Jesus approached his 40th day he was hungry not only for 
physical food but for contact with others, human conversation. What had he 
been doing for 40 days? The question will be put to you during your time of 
isolation: what are you doing, what were you doing?  Some could argue that 
gardens will never have been so organised, clean, and full of the joys of summer 
as this year. No excuses for ‘I haven’t got time’. The odd jobs you’ve wanted to do 
for months or even years, now is the time. The books on the ‘to be read shelf’ can 
now be read plus others you didn’t know you had. There will be many people like 
me coming up with all of these great suggestions that may cause you to weep 
with, but I don’t want too! And there you have my sympathy, because I don’t want 
to either, but needs must. 

 
In the desert Jesus didn’t want the Devil coming along to challenge him; he 

was tired, hungry, and vulnerable. So when the Devil came along and tempted 
Jesus he resorted to the only thing he could rely upon, his Father’s word. Maybe 
while we are in isolation we could read the word of God in a way that we haven’t 
before. During this period of isolation we may meditate or as Benedict, the 
founder of the Benedictine Order suggests that the word ‘meditate’ is referring to 
reading or to the memorisation  of a text. There isn’t any technique for 
meditation or spirituality. If there were, it would just reduce what should be a 
way of life – spiritual living – to a system. Jesus doesn’t sell us a technique for a 
better life. Over these coming months mayb e we can discover that Jesus offers 
a way of living of which prayer and meditation are key components. 

 
Over the next few months many things will happen in our lives, maybe for the 

first time. We need to be prepared for the unexpected but confident in the love of 
Jesus who reminds us, I am with you always. (Matt 28:20) Please keep in 
touch, by letter, card, ‘phone or, if you have it, the internet, We will through the 
Pastoral Care leaders keep in touch with everyone and when this episode is over 
I think we should celebrate with a big party!   If you’d like a chat give me a call:  
minister@gasgreen.org.uk    Mobile 07867 524262 
 

Every blessing to everyone. 
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People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for all our friends near and far. 
Please pray for: 

Elaine, Alan & Family 
Doreen & Derek Ballinger 

Peter, Olive & Family 
Sue Pittman 

Nick Fawcett & Family 
I’m not really sure how to start. I don’t think any of us can quite believe what is 

happening.   It’s a time when prayer is needed now more than ever.   
For many of you it is a total change to your day to day life,  for the over 70’s it is 

time to stay home and keep safe and for others it is a matter of taking on-board all 
the advice we are being given from those who know best. There is a positive, 
however. I do think it’s a time when those who normally don’t feel able to do things, 
it’s a time you can.  It could be by writing a letter, making a telephone call, writing an 
email, simple things but to someone it will mean the world. 

I was listening to a radio show the other day and the person being interviewed 
confirmed how worried and frightened she was about what’s going on, but on the 
other hand she had never seen as much of her children and partner. She is loving all 
the extra family time.  Time something we would all enjoy a little more of. 
A friend texted this passage through to me, which I thought was perfect at this time. 
The assurance of God’s protection 
Psalm 91 
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 

Reassuring words indeed.  We are the fortunate ones. We know that the Lord will 
keep us safe.  I would simply ask you to: 

• Pray 
• Be kind to one another 
• Think of others around us 
• And of course keep safe 

If you have any thoughts or concerns, please speak to Iain, or one of the 
Deacons, or your pastoral care leader. 

Please take time to read the prayer guide – there are so many people that need 
your prayers.  If you have any thoughts or prayers you want to share and would like 
included in our prayer guide, please contact Marian Lee. 

Every blessing, 

Debbie 



 

Personal study notes for each day of Holy Week  
April 6th-10th wherever you are 

The Ministry Team encourages everyone to participate in Holy Week reflections  this year 
if in no other year. This year the conoravirus pandemic has changed our thinking regarding 
how we do church, how we worship together while being apart. The Ministry team have put 
together 5 reflections for you to use in your own time and place during the week. Let us 
remember that even though we are not meeting together we are still the Church. The Church 
is the people not the building so during Holy Week we need to ask ourselves how can we be 
church on our own, with our family, carers, neighbours or simply those we meet in any 
queue we are in. On Maundy Thursday we will not be able to meet with our friends from the 
North Cheltenham Group of Anglican churches to share in a Seder Meal but remember them 
and the joy of the occasion in your prayers. On Easter Day (April 12th) if able we are 
encouraging people to put flowers on the railings outside Gas Green Baptist Church as a 
sign of thanksgiving for the hope we have in Jesus Christ. If you have any questions or you 
would like to talk about your responses to the reflections give me, Iain a call, 07867524262.  
 
 
Monday 6th April 
Lent is a season to intentionally remind ourselves that we are not satisfied. Are you giving 
something up for Lent? How do you hope this craving will remind you to crave the Kingdom 
of God?  
Read Luke 21:1-4 The widow who gave, as Christ said, "of her very life." In what ways can 
you emulate her self-giving sacrifice? In what ways do you need to learn to see personal 
belongings - money, assets, skills - in light of the Kingdom of God rather than the kingdom of 
this world?  
Pray 
 
 
Tuesday 7th April 
How does the theological reality that, as a follower of Christ, you have permanent access to 
God through the Spirit? How can you live your life today to reflect this truth?  
Read Mathew 24 When you read Christ's words about "the end," what is your initial 
response? How do you need to "settle it in [your] heart" the hopeful reality that these signs 
point to the coming of Christ's Kingdom?  
This week we were reminded that suffering is a normal part of the Christian life. Do you 
believe this? Why or why not? How can your life as a Christian reflect Christ's, even in 
suffering?  
Pray 
 
 
Wednesday 8th April 
The indicators in this story make it certain that this is about class status. The crowd signifies, 
the social location of the poor. The story mentions 2 people at opposite ends of the social 
and economic class. Jairus, powerful and the woman, hiding in the crowd. Which one are 
you and why?                     
Read Mark 5:25-34. How does the connection between Christ's command to the disciples to 
"stand up" and the story of the woman who couldn't "stand up" before she was healed by 
Christ unfold your understanding of the Christian's proper posture when the signs of the 
Kingdom are before them?  



 

In what areas of your life do you need to "stay awake" and "watch for the Kingdom of God"? 
What sins distract you from this mission?  
Pray 
 
 
Thursday 9th April                                                               
The Passover meal was about looking back and about looking forward. What were the 
disciples supposed to remember at that meal? What did Christ reveal they were now to 
anticipate?  
In the Garden, Matt 26:36-46 we're reminded of the humanity of Christ. How does Christ's 
grief in the Garden encourage you in your own suffering? How can you emulate Christ's 
submission to the Father's will and willing obedience in your own life?  
Pray   
 
 
Friday 10th April                                                                                
Christ forgives the thief beside Him as He hung on the cross. What does this reveal to you 
about God's character and Christ's mission?  
Consider the contrast of light and darkness in the Scriptures. Name a few references to 
each. What does it mean that "the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness have not 
overcome it"? (John 1:5) In what areas of your own life do you need to invite the light of 
Christ to shine?  
The resurrection matters in our daily lives. How can you live this week in light of the hope of 
the resurrection?  
Pray  

 



 

 
 
 
 

G IFT D AY 
Although it may well not be possible to hold Anniversary services this year, we 

will be continuing with the annual Gift Day, which usually forms part of the 
Anniversary celebrations. This year, gifts are being earmarked for replacing the 
floor of the ‘Lighthouse’ room, the estimated cost of which is around £3,300. The 
floor has been deteriorating for some time, and has now reached the stage where it 
could soon become dangerous if not attended to. The response to last year’s 
appeal for re-upholstering the church chairs was magnificent, and we hope that 
your response this year will be equally generous. In faith that the necessary funds 
will be forthcoming, we hope (restrictions permitting) to have this work done during 
the present period whilst the room is not in use. 

If you are unable give in person, but would like to contribute to this appeal, 
you can do so by sending a cheque to the treasurer or, if you use online 
banking, arranging a bank transfer into the church’s account. Debbie can give 
you the required details. 

Remember that it is possible for the church to reclaim tax on any such gifts made 
by anyone who pays income tax (at any rate). All that is needed is for you to 
complete a simple declaration form, a copy of which can be provided on request. Do 
please seriously consider taking advantage of this scheme, and ask the treasurer if 
you have any queries about it. 
 
 

Home Group – Who are we 
and what do we do? 

 
Well to coin the strap line from a 

popular wood preservative advert, “it 
does what it says on the tin”. We’re 
a group who meet in peoples’ homes! 
That of course is the very simplest 
description, but it might not give you 
much incentive to want to join us. 
But then just meeting at someone’s 
home in itself is a good thing to do. 
Perhaps some of us don’t get many 
such invitations and its great to 
enjoy the hospitality of your host 
and the company of other friends 
you may not see, other than at 
church or maybe, choir, each week. 

Home Group is so much more than 
Bible Study, if that’s what you’re 
worried about. Our evenings always 
begin with a 2-course meal around 
the table, when we share our news 
and chat about a whole range of 
topics, from TV, to diets, to places 
we’ve visited or experiences we’ve 
had during the week. It breaks down 
barriers and virtual strangers, do 
become friends. When I say “virtual 
strangers” what I mean is that, 
there are some folk that you see 



weekly, but know very little about 
their lives, their work, their families 
etc. They are to all intents and 
purposes, strangers. But through 
general chit chat around the table 
and as a result of deeper topics that 
are studied later in the evening, we 
learn a lot more about the tragedies 
people have suffered and the 
stresses and struggles they go 
through that need our support and 
prayer, and having opened up to 
others, I’m sure it has helped bring 
us all closer together as a group. The 
food is always amazing, whoever has 
prepared it. We work on a rota, of 
who prepares what and when. Food is 
followed by a short devotional time 
led by one of the group. 

Then for 30 minutes or so we 
come to a time of study. Last year 
we took a very long and detailed look 
at St Mark’s gospel, guided by a 
book written by Tom Wright, which 
helped everyone get a much deeper 
understanding of the message that 
gospel has for us all. We are 
currently using David Coffey 
(former General Secretary of the 
BU)’s study book on Romans, which 
we are all finding quite difficult to  
get to grips with, but which speaks 
to issues we face as a church today, 

just as much as it did to the Roman 
church to whom Paul’s letters were 
written in the first century. We 
round off with a time of prayer for 
the many folk in our fellowship and 
others known to individuals 
personally, who are facing illness or 
other difficulties. But there’s no 
pressure for anyone to pray out loud 
if they don’t feel comfortable. 

Our group currently numbers 10, 
but not all necessarily meeting 
regularly. We only meet fortnightly 
and our hosts are either Iain and 
Val, Debbie Lake or Hazel Swinford 
(mainly because they are the only 
ones with a room and table big 
enough to accommodate us all). We 
include regular members of the 
church, occasional church goers and 
some, who at the start didn’t go at 
all, but we are ever hopeful as our 
times together and our sharing of 
God’s word speaks in to the hearts 
of those on the fringes of our 
fellowship. I’m sure we could happily 
squeeze a few more in if we needed 
to, we’d love to have more join us to 
share the wonderful time of 
relaxation and good company that is 
had by all.   

Debbie Hunt

 
 

The Lord is my Shepherd 
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the 

most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to 
learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise much of anything. 

On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the 
congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, "The Lord 
is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm suddenly deserted 
him.  So he concluded bravely: “… and that's all I need to know."  



Helen and Wit 
Boondeekhun 
Boondeekhun's Bulletin 
February 2020 
 
 
www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Greetings from the church in Wang Daeng. 
We've been quite busy over the past few 
months, with Christmas, Children's Day 
and Valentine's Day, our various projects, 
as well as having two sets of visitors - we 
have a lot to share! 
 
For Christmas this year we had outreach 
events in a couple of local schools, as well 
as one in our own driveway. Thanks to the 
space in our new property, we were able to 
host and entertain over 120 people, and 
Wit had opportunity to share the Good 
News of Christmas with them. During 
November and December, our football 
boys studied a booklet put out by 
Samaritan's Purse and were then 
presented with a Christmas box, with 
which they were delighted. Some of these 
boys are beginning to show a genuine 
interest in the things of God. 
 
We have had two sets of visitors come to 
stay with us and experience life in a Thai 
village. At the end of January we had Lou 
& Gail from Melbourne, and they 
entertained the children with Aussie songs 
and games. They also went visiting and 
praying for folk in the village, and Lou 
shared his testimony on the Sunday, which 
was very powerful. Next we had Heather, 
Deb & Dug, from the UK, who stayed for 
12 days and were a huge blessing and 
encouragement to us and to the church. 
The end of their visit coincided with 
Valentine's weekend and they helped us 
put on events for children - using songs, 
games, story and craft, to put across the 
message of how much God loves us. They 
were able to visit, encourage and pray for 
many of the people in our congregation, 
and over the two Sundays, each of them 
shared a testimony that was very relevant 
to the folk here. 

 

 
 
We can get a little run down with 
everything that goes on here, so it was 
refreshing to get away for a few days over 
the New Year. We headed north to 
Phayao province to visit some of our good 
friends who live there, and saw in the 
New Year with them with a barbecue by 
the lake, Chinese lanterns, fireworks and 
prayer. Next month we are really looking 
forward to taking some time out to spend 
with our daughter Josie, who is coming to 
visit with us for two weeks. 

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun


Our sewing project has finally begun! At 
present we have three ladies: Ba Jaew, 
Mem and Gop, who have had several 
training sessions in the neighbouring 
district and are now practising at Mem's 
home on three brand new machines. Once 
they get up to speed they will choose a 
product, a cloth bag, and begin production. 
We're hoping that we will also be able to 
find two or three other ladies to join the 
project. As we will be visiting the ladies 
quite often, we pray that there will be 
opportunities to share the gospel with them 
in a natural way. 
 

 
Our little church in Wang Daeng is growing 
both in numbers and in love and faith.  
Two ladies from a nearby town now join us 
each Sunday, bringing the number of 
adults to around eight. Discipling the new 
believers is of major importance, and we 
focus on studying the gospels and 
encouraging them develop a personal 
relationship with Jesus. We recently took 
three of the ladies on a retreat to the 
mountains, where they had a wonderful 
time sightseeing, shopping and sharing 
faith together. 

Mr Got is now a regular on Sundays and 
we're slowly beginning to see a change in 
him. He was especially touched by the 
interest of our recent visitors, and through 
listening to their testimonies. 
 

 
 
Praise God for all that He is doing both in 
us and through us. Please pray for our 
believers to grow in their faith; for more 
people, both children and adults, to come 
into the Kingdom; for wisdom in reaching 
out to addicts and alcoholics; for our 
various projects and activities, in particular 
for the sewing project; for guidance in all 
our planning; and for a refreshing time 
away with our daughter. 
 
We have a vision to plant more churches 
in several of the neighbouring towns and 
villages, where there are already small 
groups of believers, and where there is an 
openness to the gospel. However, to do 
this we need more workers, whether from 
Thailand or from overseas. "The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field." Amen 
 
Blessings in Christ 
 
Wit & Helen

 
If you would like to support Helen and Wit Boondeekhun by 
prayer and committed regular giving, visit  
bmsworldmission.org/partners  or call 01235 517617 for a 
24:7 Partners leaflet. 

 
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA   Tel: 01235 517700 
mail@bmsworldmission.org     bmsworldmission.org 

 
The Baptist Missionary Society: registered in England and Wales as a charity (number 1174364) and a company limited by guarantee 
(number 10849689) 
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to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

April 24th  Sue Aston 
April 25th  Pete Keyte 
May 15th  Pete Guns 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details. 
 

 
Christian Aid Week 

Cheltenham Town Centre 
Street Collections! 

 
We are delighted to report that we have 

been granted a licence for street collections 
in the centre of Cheltenham during Christian Aid Week. We are really excited as it is 
the first time we have been allowed to do this and it will help increase funds collected 
for Christian Aid Week as well as raising the awareness of Christian Aid itself. 

 
The dates of the collections are Wednesday 13th May and Saturday 16th May 

between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm. We are asking for volunteers to help with the 
collections on one or both days for as long as you can manage, either between 
10.00 and 12.00 or between 12.00 and 2.00 (or all four hours if you are really keen!). 

 
The collections are being arranged by our Treasurer, Howard Bartlett, so please 

do let him know if you can help with the collections preferably by email 
hbartlett20@hotmail.com or alternatively by telephone 01242  231644. 

 
Many thanks in advance for your help. 

 
Ann Vine & the local Christian Aid Committee 

mailto:hbartlett20@hotmail.com


Looking at Jesus 
submitted by Cath Robinson. 

 
Like the lost sheep I wandered astray, Christ called come back, but Satan said stay 

So as I roamed, Satan got his own way, for I couldn’t look at Jesus. 
 

The way was so dark for the light had now gone, Christ called turn round but Satan 
prodded me on, 

For the guilt was now there for the things I had done, so I dare not look at Jesus. 
 

Christ opened His arms for me to go in, at the sight of the cross Satan had to give in, 
‘Twas then I knew Christ had paid for my sin, for I had to look at Jesus. 

 
From bondage and sin Christ has set me free,  

pardon and peace He has given to me, 
So now I’ll promise him down on my knee, for now I can walk with Jesus. 

 
Here from His side I never will stray, I’ll seek to serve Him in every way, 

And I shall pray to Him day by day, for now I can talk with Jesus. 
 

What he’s done for me He will do for you, if you will only ask Him to, 
He will forgive you and make you anew, then you can live with Jesus. 

 
 

 
 

Philately will get us everywhere 
 

For over 90 years BMS supporters have 
been collecting stamps and raised an incredible 
£17,500 through the BMS Stamp Bureau in 
2019!  “The money raised is used to do 
kingdom work” says Ben Drabble Head of BMS 

Funding team.  He continues, “Please keep sending in your stamps -you’re helping 
us to do some first-class fundraising!”  Many thanks to all those putting your used 
stamps in the box provided at the rear of the church.  This is something we can all 
do, however limited our funds are. 
 
Marian Lee 
(Mission representative) 



“An Unusual Kindness” 

 

This was the theme of the message at St Marks Methodist 
for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  and in our 
own morning service a week or so later, we were asked to 
say what this statement meant to us.  

It has cropped up on a number of occasions since, and I was asked to write you 
about one incident that we think falls very much under this heading. 

A lady (I won’t say who at this stage) went into her local chip shop to order her 
tea and having placed her order and paid, she was standing waiting holding a 
handful of change. In then came a young lad who having ordered a sausage and 
chips, found he only had enough money for one or the other but not both. You 
can imagine how disappointed he must have felt. The lady standing waiting, at 
that point stepped forward and put the change she had on the counter, which 
just the right amount to fulfil his order. Both the lady serving behind the counter 
and more so, the young lad, were so very surprised at the lady’s generosity and 
the boy was full of thanks and amazement for this act of kindness from a 
stranger. For him that truly was an act of unusual kindness, even though the lady 
concerned, could I’m sure well afford the small contribution she made.   

Well the lady in question was Vicky from choir and there’s more to this tale that 
makes it, what I always call a “God incident.” She posted this story on Facebook 
and when I saw it, I commented (on Facebook) that it was an act of unusual 
kindness. Unfortunately, at that point the phrase was completely lost on Vicky 
who hadn’t been there when this had been discussed. However, that same 
evening, knowing nothing about the posting on Facebook or Vicky’s story, Val at 
Home Group used the same theme for her devotions. Vicky was then able to 
make sense of the comment I’d made and we all agreed that her story did 
indeed fit the phrase perfectly.  

If you have experienced any acts of Unusual Kindness or had the opportunity to 
show such an act to a stranger, please let us know, we’d love to hear them! 

It just goes to prove the wonderful ways that God works. 

 

Debbie Hunt 



Church Office-Bearers 2020 
 
We are grateful to all those friends who have agreed to serve the church in various 
capacities during the coming year. The full list of those elected at the Annual General 
Meeting held on 9th March is as follows. New appointments are in bold italics. 
 

Diaconate 
Minister, Secretary, and Treasurer, plus: 

Debbie Lake To retire 2022 
 

Church Secretary  Tony Dymock 
Treasurer   Debbie Hunt and Marian Lee 
 

OTHER OFFICE-BEARERS 
“Lighthouse” Leaders   Helen and Wendy Guns 
Pastoral Care    Debbie Lake & Olive Keyte 
Weekly Prayer Guide   Marian Lee 
Designated Person for Safeguarding Val Hoskins 
Communion Stewards   Marian Lee & Debbie Hunt  
Fire Safety Officer    (Vacant) 
Fabric Officer (Church)   (Contact Alan Green / Patrick Dunleavy) 
Magazine Editor    Tony Dymock 
Publicity     Tony Dymock, Marian Lee, & Iain Hoskins 
Website Administrator:   Adam Woodcock 
Envelope Scheme    Olive Keyte 
Offering Steward & Welcomer Rotas Marian Lee 
Flower Rota     Tina Meredith 
Overseas Mission    Marian Lee  
Mission Treasurer    Tina Meredith 
Ecumenical Cluster Rep.   Helen Guns 

 
Youth & Community Centre Management Committee 

Administrators  Alan & Elaine Green 
Treasurer   Debbie Lake 
Fabric Officer  Alan Green 

Committee 
Tony Dymock, Sharon Kedward. (with power to co-opt) 

 
 Events Committee 

Tony Dymock, Alan Green, Elaine Green,  
Val Hoskins, Sharon Kedward, Helen Guns, Peter Guns. 

 
 

In addition to the above annual appointments, Debbie Hunt has agreed to serve as 
the recognised First-Aider for the Church. 

 
 



 
1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Since the last issue of “Contact”, members of the Company and Junior Sections 
took part in the Battalion swimming gala in Evesham, and also the Company Section 
table tennis tournament at Cheltenham YMCA sports centre. 

Sadly, Friday 13th March turned out to be our final meeting for the present, as all 
regular meetings and activities have now been suspended due to the coronavirus 
epidemic. We hope that all our members and their families remain safe over this 
period, and come back refreshed and full of enthusiasm once we are able to re-start 
again. 

To help parents and carers at this time, especially now that the schools have also 
closed, BB Headquarters have introduced a new programme: 

#BBatHOME 

Parents and carers can download a series of activities which their children can do 
at home, with different activities tailored to the different age groups. This is open to 
everyone, not just BB/GA members, so if you or your friends are looking for ways to 
occupy your children, grandchildren, etc. during this enforced holiday, do feel free to 
take advantage of this scheme. A new set of activities will be available every Friday. 
To download, just go to:  

https://boys-brigade.org.uk/bbathome 
 

Tony Dymock 
 

 
Thank You 

 
Just a quick 'Thank You' to my Church Family, each and every 

one who sent me cards, greetings, and get well wishes after my 
incident in January.  

I valued your prayers and those of the Sunday worship. I felt very 
blessed from what I read and heard from you all. 

God heard.....because I am here typing this message. I am looking forward to 
when I can become a regular once again. 

To the Lunch Club, The Choir, Tuesday Bible study, Wednesday home group, in 
fact everyone....Thank you and God Bless. 

May you all go from strength to strength in your walk with the Lord. 
Shalom and every blessing. 

Pete..... 
 

https://boys-brigade.org.uk/bbathome


News from Andy & Rachel Symons in Zambia 
 
 
Hello! 
 
I know a few of our supporting churches 
meet to pray for their mission partners at 
the start of each month so here's an 
update to help the church family pray for 
us.  As ever, we hugely appreciate your 
prayers and interest in the work here! 
 
Things to thank God for: 
A massive answer to prayer is how the 
boys have settled into school this year.  
They have made friends and feel part of school life here which is just huge for us as 
a family.  Praise God for doing that hidden work of making things click together and 
moving people to be friends. 
 
Thank God too for a routine to life now.  Rachel helps at the boys school 2 days a 
week, and I'm into my teaching program now.  Of course it means hard work, but it's 
great to know what each week looks like. 
 
Thank God for the students at PIZ.  We have 18 and there is a good atmosphere at 
the moment of asking questions and working to understand things.  There is a 
culture in Zambia of wanting to pass exams for the piece of paper at the end, but we 
keep impressing on the students that our course is about leaving and being better 
equipped to understand the Bible ourselves and so to explain it to others in various 
Word ministries. Thank God that is sinking in a bit. 
 
Things to ask God: 
Zambia is going through a hard time economically and that has its knock on effects 
societally.  So there has been some unrest all over the country with some nasty 
scenes.  Pray for Christians to preach, talk and live peacemaking and full reliance on 
Christ and his power rather than fear of the spirit world and violence that comes from 
fear. 
 
Pray for the PIZ students.  This work is strategic in raising leaders and potential 
leaders who will draw people to the God of the Bible and a life serving him, rather 
than a God who gives us what we want; a God who has totally triumphed over the 
devil in the cross and not a God who offers a part rescue and still needs us to 
continually be delivered from curses and spirits and magic through (expensive) 
'prophets', 'apostles', 'men of God' etc. 
 
Pray for us as a family to have energy to do all we need to.  Our days start at 5:30am 
and are tight time-wise, which means we're all tired most of the time!  Pray for good 
sleep and effective working. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Andy, Rachel, Haydn and Daniel 



Crossword for April 2020 
 
Across 
1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  
9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message  
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the Lord’  
 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’  

(Matthew 25:36) (6) 
 
Down 
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27)  
 (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham 

Kendrick) (6) 
18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers at the foot of the Diary page 



WORDSEARCH : GETHSEMANE 
 

Even as Jesus ate that last Passover meal with his disciples, he warned them he 
was about to be betrayed.  He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 
them; he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink.  The Old Covenant, 
based on Law, was ticking away its final hours; the New Covenant, based on Christ’s 
body and his blood, was about to be ushered in.   Jesus prayed in Gethsemane that 
this fearful cup might be removed from him, but even more, that God’s will might be 
done.  And it was.  From Easter onwards we can only approach God through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, not on our own merit. 

 

Words to find: Jesus, Ate, Last, Passover, Meal, Disciples, Warned, Betrayed, Bread, 
Blessed, Wine, Thanks, Drink, Covenant, Law, Old, New, Body, Blood, Gethsemane, 
Cup, Removed, Will, Easter, Approach, God. 

 

 



STAY HOME – STAY SAFE! 

 

 



 

DIARY FOR April & May 2020 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY  10.00 am   BIBLE STUDY  (Alternate weeks) 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOUSE GROUP or 7.30 pm PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   6.00 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 

Sunday Services 
and 

Weekday activities 
are temporarily suspended  

due to the Coronavirus epidemic. 
 

As it is not known when this situation is likely 
to return to normal, the usual 

detailed Diary and Stewards Rotas 
have been omitted from this issue of “Contact” 

 
Updated information, when available, will be published 

on our church website: www.gasgreen.org.uk 
and communicated directly to regular members of the 

congregation who do not have internet access. 
 

 
The June/July issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 31st May.  

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 17th May (written) or by 24th May (by email) 
 
 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell. 
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur. 

22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison. 
 

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 

16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

http://www.gasgreen.org.uk/
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