
  

 

CONTACT 
December 2022 / January 2023 

Where strangers become friends 



 



FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear friends,  
 

This is about the time that Mary and Joseph were getting 
ready to set off for their walk to Bethlehem for the Roman 
required census. What do you think the atmosphere was like 
between them? (Remember they weren’t married, and Mary 
was pregnant). Quiet, calm, reserved, edgy, excited, bearing 
in mind Mary and Joseph’s recent encounters with angels.  
I wonder if you and loved ones have been having some ‘charged conversations’ over 
the arrangements for this coming Christmas? Should we cut down on presents, isn’t it 
going to be expensive this Christmas, do we need a turkey, should we stay at home 
and not join together with others, what with the heating and electricity costs?  

 
Coming up to Christmas is one period in the year when families often get together 

if at no other time. When we get together what happens? Do we fall into regular 
patterns of conversation. ‘It’s a good job Christmas comes around or we’d never see 
you or hear about how you are getting along.’ ‘…oh, Grandad’s fallen asleep again, 
he does it every year…’ the same old cliches come out every year. 

 
At a recent Home Group on How to Pray by Pete Greig we were looking at 

contemplative prayer. When our prayer moves from speaking lists to God to being in 
harmony with God. There are times when, with a loved one or friend, you can walk for 
hours without saying very much at all, the time passes quickly, like watching a good 
film. While Mary and Joseph walked to Bethlehem, I guess there were many moments 
when they were contemplating, but not with God? More like contemplating life with a 
baby, life not married, the visit of the angel to Mary, what did it all mean? And Joseph, 
‘why us’?  

 
Christmas for many is not about Jesus, new birth and hope into the world. It is just 

an excuse for the celebrations. Christmas for many is about self-indulgence and 
extravagance. But contemplation? This is something we can all do. For Christians 
Christmas is a great time for contemplation, Mary and Joseph had the walk to 
Bethlehem to contemplate their future. We have Advent, the period before Christmas, 
to contemplate, allowing God’s spirit to speak into our heart and guiding us in the way 
we should go. Spending 5 minutes a day peacefully contemplating God’s love could 
soon grow to more, but don’t rush yourself. The contemplative nature is a discipline, 
and like any discipline it needs to be learnt. It’s only afterwards that we realise how 
much we have enjoyed being in God’s presence, realising how peaceful we have 
become since being in the Lord’s presence. 

 
Could your Christmas gift to yourself be to discover a contemplative nature? Every 

blessing at this Christmas time.  
 



 

 



 
 

As the year draws to an end, there’s no better time to reflect on the year, and 
remember all the fond memories of the people you’ve shared time with and the 
things you have done. 

There has been plenty to remember at Gas Green. Have a think, do you have a 
highlight or an occasion, a moment that you wish you could play back again and 
again? 

Right up there for me was the Jubilee Street Party. When the Jubilee team first 
met and started to plan the day, I don’t think any of us imagined how great the day 
would be. Charles Street was full of life, music, great food, a fitting celebration for a 
Jubilee. Hopefully, we can repeat this for the Coronation in May. Watch this space or 
updates in the ‘Love Your Street’ newsletter. 

Christmas is a time when we remember friends and family, some we may 
have lost over the year. 

People view this time of year very differently. For some it is a happy time. 
For others it’s a sad and lonely time. One way we can honour Christ as Christians 
is to be His hands and feet to those in need, by thinking of others at Christmas 
time, in fact any time. 

Pastoral Share encourages us to open our eyes to see the joy and the pain. 
Listen to the worries, the laughter and joy, be aware and there for one another. 

May the best gifts of Christmas be yours: 
The gift of love? 
The gift of hope. 
The gift of joy. 
The gift of peace. 
The gift of happiness. 
The gift of Jesus! 

He keeps giving us his presence every year. I pray that you feel loved this 
Christmas. Our Lord loves you. Take time to thank Him for the gift we received 
thousands of years ago. I hope you find meaning and joy while going about your 
Christmas activities. 

Enjoy all the celebrations leading up to the Saviour’s Day. Take care. 
Every blessing 

 
Debbie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshipped Him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.” – Matthew 2:11.  

May we continue to celebrate Christ, the greatest gift of all, this 

Christmas 

With love,   The Lake Family x 

 

Wishing family and friends at Gas Green a very happy Christmas and 

a peaceful new year. Enjoy the Saviour's Day     

Tina, Brian, Harri, Amy and James xxxxx 

 

Pete and Olive wish all their Church Family a Very Happy Christmas 

and a Peaceful and Healthy New Year.   

 

With the true meaning of Christmas in mind… 
 

The Christian story is precisely the story of one grand miracle. - C S Lewis 

He that made man was made man. - C H Spurgeon 

Christmas is the day that holds all time together. - Alexander Smith 

Filling the world, He lies in a manger! - Augustine 

Where there is peace, God is. - Anon 

Peace is a free gift, and it flows from the pure mercy of God. - John Calvin 

Whatever we hold to ourselves is loss. Whatever we give to God is gain. - Gilbert 
Shaw 

Who can deny that Jesus of Nazareth, the incarnate Son of the most High God, is 
the eternal glory of the Jewish race? - Benjamin Disraeli 



LIGHT PARTY - 28th OCTOBER 
 

A total of 28 children attended the 

Light Party this year. 

The party followed the usual pattern 

of games, story, and craft. 

There was also a light trail to follow 

before everyone had tea. 

This time we saw a change in the 

ages of children attending. This is due 

to a group of 11-year-olds who have 

come to many of the holiday time 

activities now being too old to attend. 

There seemed to be plenty of 

younger children to fill up the spaces. 

This time we also had a group of 

mums who stayed and were very 

happy to help out with the crafts and 

tea. 

The light party is the alternative to 

Halloween but as we discovered 

several of the children were going trick 

and treating after the Light Party. 

At least they got to hear the Gospel 

first! 

Following the party we had an e-

mail from a parent, which said: 

“Just wanted to say a massive 
thank you. Theodore absolutely loved 
the light party. He came home so 
proud of his creations and said he had 
a great time.” 

 

Many thanks for your ongoing 

support, and thanks to the Bennington 

Hall Trust, who gave us a grant to buy 

the books that we give to the children 

and also provide money for the craft 

activities that take place.  

Our next holiday activity will take 

place on Wednesday 21st December 

from 10 to 12.30 

Val & Sharon 



 

 

 

 

 

to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

January 13th  Marian Lee 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details. 



 

1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 

Our annual Re-Enrolment service took 

place on 14th October, held for the first 

time as part of the Friday evening 

programme, in an effort to encourage 

more members and parents to attend. 

Members were presented with their 

membership cards for 2022/23, and 

made their promises to serve as loyal 

members for the coming year.  

Battalion activities have now returned to 

normal after the disruption caused by 

Covid. All seven members of the Anchor 

Section enjoyed a trip on 1st October to 

“Cattle Country”, near Berkeley. Later in the 

month, members of both the Junior and 

Company Sections took part in the 5-a-side 

football competition at Tewkesbury School. 

Over the past weeks it has been good to 

welcome Caro and Debbie B. to join the 

group of members of the church who come 

along on a Friday evening to lead the short 

weekly devotions. Grateful thanks to them 

all. 

We are now looking forward to our Christmas Party on 16th December. As last 

year, this will take the form of an ‘Open Evening’, with parents and friends invited to 

come along and join in the activities (and help raise funds for the Company). More 

details overleaf. 

 
Tony Dymock 
 
 

Our Annual Re-Enrolment Service took place  

on 14th October 

Company Section members are presented with 

their membership cards for the 2022/23 session 



 



 
 
 
 

 
at the Everyman Theatre 

 

The Boys’ Brigade / Girls’ Association are again arranging a trip to the 
pantomime at the Everyman Theatre for their members early in the New 
Year. on Saturday 7th January 2023 for the 3 p.m. performance. As 
always, other friends from the church are welcome to join them. The cost 
for non-Brigade members will be £23 per seat. If you would like to come, 
please book with Tony Dymock no later than Sunday 4th December (we 
have to give firm numbers to the theatre by then). 
 
 
 

Teams4U Shoebox  
Appeal 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to all those who: 

• Donated boxes 
• Donated money 
• Donated gifts 
• Put together boxes 
• Transported boxes 

I am pleased to confirm that with the help of the community, church 
groups, work colleagues, family and friends we were able to send 150 
boxes off to Teams4U.  A great result! 
Thank you 
 
Debbie Lake 



How Father Christmas got where he is today 

One person you are bound to run into this 
Christmas season is Father Christmas. If he 
looks tired, just remember that he has been 
around a long time and gone through a lot of 
transformations. 

Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-
suited, white-bearded star of the retail trade 
that he is today. He began life as Nicholas, 
born way back about AD260 in Patara, an 

important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. When his parents died 
and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He became a bishop of the 
nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered persecution and 
imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 

Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of 
Nicaea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even, reportedly, 
slapped another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity. 

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness 
were just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued from 
certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the father confronted 
him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.   

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in 
Victorian times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German 
settlers had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.    

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real 
stardom.  The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal 
minister, turned from his lifework of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun 
poem for his children one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally 
known by its first line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’. 

From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked 
and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of 
toys on his back.  It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters 
houses down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets.     

So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red? That was the US Coca-
Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date 
pictures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.    

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have to 
pay for petrol. In order to get around all the children in the world on Christmas Eve, 
he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1,279 miles a second, 
6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us who are already exhausted just 
rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a sobering thought! 



Wordsearch : Once, in Royal David’s City 
How will Christmas begin for you this year?  For millions of radio listeners, it will 
begin on Christmas Eve with the clear treble voice of a single Cambridge choirboy.  
As has happened every year since 1919, he will begin the hymn ‘Once, in Royal 
David’s City’ at the service of Nine Lessons and Carols, broadcast from King’s 
College Chapel.  The hymn was written by a Mrs Alexander in 1848, who was 
inspired by the Apostles’ Creed:  ‘….born of the virgin Mary.’   It is a superb 
introduction to Christmas:   ‘Once, in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
where a mother laid her baby, in a manger for his bed.  Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.  He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and 
Lord of all; and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.  With the poor 
and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.’ 

Words to find: 
Christmas, Millions, Radio, Eve, Treble, Cambridge, Choirboy, Royal, Hymn, David, 

City, King’s, College, Chapel, Alexander, Apostles, Creed, Virgin, Mary, Jesus, 
Christ, Little, Child, Earth, Heaven, Lord, Manger, Stall, Shelter, Cradle, Poor, Mean, 

Lowly, Saviour, Holy. 
 

 



 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

Church and its activities, 

more details can be found 

on our website: 

   www.gasgreen.org.uk 

  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 

touch via any of the contact details 

given below: 

Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 

Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 

Tony Dymock 

Tel: 01242 244594 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 

Tel: 01242 583235 

E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 

Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   

Tony Dymock   

Tel: 01242 244594  

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 

please - see back page for magazine 

deadline.  

 

Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  

(Tel: 01242 244594 or 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  

by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  

E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 

by 12 midday Wednesd

 

http://www.gasgreen.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch
mailto:minister@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk


 

 

DIARY FOR Dec. 2022 & Jan. 2023 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 

SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.00 am   LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
   7.00 pm    COMMUNITY CHOIR 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOME GROUP or 7.30 pm PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

 
The February/March issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 29th Jan. 
Articles for inclusion to Tony by 15th Jan. (written) or by 22nd Jan. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: DECEMBER 
Thursday 1st 11.00 am  Funeral of Val Hammond 

Saturday 3rd 6.30 pm Christmas Dinner (Now fully booked) 

SUNDAY 4th 10.45 am Debbie Hunt (Communion) 

Wednesday 7th 7.00 pm Home Group 

Saturday 10th 6.00 pm COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT 

SUNDAY 11th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Friday 16th 6.30 pm BB/GA Christmas Party (See inside for details) 

SUNDAY 18th 10.45 am SCRATCH NATIVITY 

Wednesday 21st 10.00 am Christmas Cracker (For children aged 5-11) 

Saturday  24th 4.00 pm COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE & Christingle 

SUNDAY 25th 10.30 am  
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE: Rev. Iain Hoskins 
(Preceded by Communion at 10 am) 

    
DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JANUARY 

SUNDAY 1st 10.45 am Speaker to be announced (Communion) 

Friday 6th 5.45 pm BB/GA re-starts after Christmas break 

Saturday 7th 3.00 pm Visit to Pantomime at Everyman Theatre 

SUNDAY 8th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Monday 9th 7.00 pm Youth Centre Committee at 107 Village Road 

Wednesday 11th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 

SUNDAY 15th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 

Wednesday 18th 7.00 pm Home Group 

SUNDAY 22nd 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Tuesday 24th 10.30 am Death Café 

Wednesday 25th 7.30 pm Prayer & Praise (Prayer Walk at 6.30 pm) 

Thursday 26th 2.30 pm Death Café 

SUNDAY 29th 10.00 am 
Community Sunday 
(No Morning Worship today) 
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