
  

 

CONTACT 
August / September 2022 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

Church and its activities, 

more details can be found 

on our website: 

   www.gasgreen.org.uk 

  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 

touch via any of the contact details 

given below: 

Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 

Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 

Tony Dymock 

Tel: 01242 244594 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 

Tel: 01242 583235 

E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 

Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   

Tony Dymock   

Tel: 01242 244594  

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 

please - see back page for magazine 

deadline.  

 

Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  

(Tel: 01242 244594 or 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  

by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  

E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 

by 12 midday Wednesday.
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
During recent conversations one of the big issues has been 
about changing Pastoral Care to Pastoral Share. As with any 
change there are fears and uncertainties due to entering the 
unknown. Where in reality the change may not be as great as 

you think, it’s all in the language. 
 
The difference between Pastoral Care and Pastoral Share is first within the 
mindset of the individual. Pastoral Care brings with it a hierarchy, person ‘X’ has 
been asked to be a pastoral carer, they must be better than me, hierarchy. Pastoral 
Share is about an individual’s mission. What is your mission in the community where 
you live, where is your mission because we are all on mission to advance the 
kingdom of heaven? How can the fellowship of Gas Green help you to identify then 
fulfil that mission/ministry? You could start by asking yourself what 
clubs/associations I am a part of, Gardening club, Zumba, Gym, Knit and Natter, 
Food Bank, visitation etc. Each of the groups or the street in which you live is your 
mission? How can you be best supported to fulfil your mission? What skills/teaching 
do you need to fulfil your mission in that place? Talk to Iain and/or Debbie L. 
 
Another question raised at the Pastoral Care Service some weeks ago was about 
people falling through the cracks, those people who have no one to visit or care for 
them. To be honest this can happen now, but steps are taken to ensure there are 
few occasions. With Pastoral Share visiting by those currently visiting will carry on 
but not always by the same people as before. More people could be visited as 
people will engage within their mission/ministry. Remember, the church exists for the 
benefit of its non-members.  
 
The Lunch Club and Choir have Christians participating within them. Where those 
participants see this as their mission/ministry then Parasol Sharing will take place. 
These two groups are examples of people seeing their mission in practice. No one is 
being asked to do anything more than they will be doing now, but the Holy Spirit will 
encourage you and put into your way the things He wants you to do and places to 
go.  
 
Irrespective of the title all ministry the apostle Paul says (1 Cor 14:40) …’be sure that 
everything is done properly and in order’. So, telling a central person, Debbie Lake, 
how people are, what their needs are, is still important. But we will no longer have 
Pastoral Carers with dedicated lists, because it is the responsibility of us all through 
our mission to ensure that the community of God’s people wherever, whoever they 
are,  will be cared for, befriended, to becoming friends. Remember God’s people will 
more than likely not be in church. Through our engagement with others, they will be 
attracted closer to the light of Christ which shines from you.  
 
Every blessing. 

 



A letter from someone who attended the Choir 
Concert in June   

7th June 2022 
 
 
Dear David, (Choir master) 
 
Forgive the informality but that is all I heard you called. 

 
I just want to say a big thank you to you and your super choir for such a happy and 
entertaining Jubilee Saturday afternoon. We laughed to ‘Leaning on the Lamppost’; 
tears fell with ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’ ; and Sweet Caroline - plus the jolly flag 
waving – was inspirational. You really should make it your signature tune! Also 
thank you for ‘God Save the Queen’. 

 
Thanks also go to David (again forgive my informality) for his informative and 
welcoming speech which made us all feel very included. And what a lovely surprise 
when he told us what was to follow – which leads me to say a very big thank you to 
the lovely ladies who laid on the very special strawberries and cream tea. 

 
My sister and myself both agreed that Saturday afternoon was the highlight of our 
Platinum Jubilee Weekend. 

 
Well done Gas Green Baptist Church 

 
Iris Bailey 

 

 



G A S   G R E E N   C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S 
 

 
 

      F I N D  O U T  W H A T S   H A P P E N I N G  I N   O U R  C O M M U N I T Y 
 
 

      L O V E Y O U R S T R E E T - G E T I N V O L V E D 
 
 

        W E A R E P R O U D T O L A U N C H 

                  ' L O V E Y O U R S T R E E T 
 
 
An opportunity for  us to work together to ensure  

we live in a safe, clean environment.   Let us love  

our street and feel proud about our community 
 

 
 

 
 

A S N A P S H O T O F O U R J U B I L E E D A Y 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
PLEASE SHARE YOUR 
PHOTOS ON THE LOVE 

YOUR STREET 
FACEBOOK PAGE 

 
@loveyourstreetgasgreen 

 
 

 
 
 



FROM ROBERT THANG 

For newer readers: Robert was a regular worshipper at Gas Green sone years ago, 

when he was studying at the University of Gloucestershire. He has since returned to 

his home in Myanmar (Burma), where he continues to serve as a Baptist Minister. 

We have kept in touch with him, and financially support five disadvantaged children 

in his church through regular giving. We remember them all in prayer, particularly at 

this difficult time following the military coup last year. If you would like to join those 

supporting these children, please contact Tina Meredith. 

  

Dear Tony 

Greetings from Kalaymyo, Burma! 

Hope everything is going well with you.  

I would like to say a huge thanks to everyone at Gas Green who have shown great 
care and love for the children by sending your generous gifts.  

This year has been a bit tough than last year since almost all people have to flee 
from home to other places for safety. Most students couldn’t go to their regular 
classes since after being taken power by military coup in 2021. Our children also 
couldn’t have chances to attend their regular classes at school. Because of the 
severe and deadly political tensions, most of the government schools have been 
closed till today. But they could have privileges to continue attending their classes at 
private tuitions at home taught by Civil Disobedience Movement teachers. Hope that 
they will be able to go to government schools next year to continue their regular 
classes as usual.  

All the blessings. 

Robert 

 

Money distributed as follows (£1 = approx. 2200 MMK) 

 

: 

 

 

 

Peter Lian (115000 MMK) Za Haih Mawi (115000 MMK) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

August 6th  Cath Robinson 
August 21st  Tina Meredith 
September 17th Tony Dymock 
September 21st Brian Meredith 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details. 

Dawt Ro Kim (155000 MMK) Joshua (155000 MMK) 

Beckham (155000 MMK) 



 

Hi everyone, 

I wanted to start by thanking you all for making our 
Pastoral Share times so exciting, touching, surprising, 
funny.  I love sharing news but this is only possible 
with your help, so thank you and keep it up! 

As we learn to manage our mission I believe this 
change will make us more aware of those around us 
ensuring we are looking out for one another.  

 

What times we have shared: 

• Remembering those who have not returned to church. 
• Community celebrations – great times together. 
• Answered prayer of healing and giving thanks. 
• Doing so much for others no matter how old you are! 
• Starting out on a new life ‘together’ – what a day! 
• Prayer for healing and peace of mind.  

Prayer so powerful.   

Holy God, we come before you in prayer, lifting to you the joys and concerns, the 

hopes and dreams of our lives. May we also be open to your voice in our lives. that 

we may see with new eyes, and hear with new ears, the direction you will have us to 

go. Bless, we pray, this gathering of your people. 

 

Every blessing 

Debbie x 



1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 

Friday evenings during July took on a 

more relaxed format, as we moved 

towards the summer months. We were 

able to take advantage of better weather 

to enjoy outdoor games at the Hardwicke 

campus, and Winston Churchill gardens, 

as well as indoor activities in the Youth 

Centre.  

Regular weekly meetings for the 

2021/22 session ended on 15th July. None 

of our Company Section members are able to attend camp this year, so we plan to 

meet twice during August (on 5th and 19th), to help maintain contact with members 

during the long summer break. 

We then look forward to re-starting regularly on September 9th. If you know of any 

girls or boys, aged 5 to 18, who you think might be interested in joining us, please 

encourage them to come along then, or have a word with one of the leaders. 

Tony Dymock 

 

 

 

Games at Hardwicke Campus 



 



Thinking about Natural Disasters 
Prof. Bob White, FRS 

 

Just thirty seconds was the 

start of eternity for 230,000 

people killed by an earthquake 

in Haiti in 2010. In a few minutes 
on Ascension Day 1902 the entire 
population of 26,000 - 36,000 in St. 
Pierre, Martinique died when a volcano 
poured burning ash across the town. 
During one night in November 1970, 
half a million people drowned when 
Typhoon Bhola hit East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh). Such disasters may 
challenge belief in an all-powerful, 
loving God, though for atheists they 
challenge the confidence of this age 
that we can control our environment.  

But volcanoes, floods and earthquakes 
make this a fertile planet. Without them 
Earth would be barren, without life as 
we know it. Volcanoes continually 
cycle to the surface huge volumes of 
minerals essential for life. Floods 
distribute fertile soils. Earthquakes are 
caused by plate tectonics and the 
building of mountain ranges, which 
trigger rainfall and provide a steady 
supply of nutrient-rich sediments.  

We call these catastrophes ‘natural 
disasters.’ Yet almost always it is the 
actions, or the neglect, of humans 
which turn natural processes into 
disasters.  

Human Factors  

An identical earthquake to that in Haiti 
occurred 20 years earlier in California. 
Yet it killed only 57 people. California’s 
building codes meant that houses did 
not collapse, whereas Haitians died 
when their concrete slab houses 

collapsed. By comparing death rates, 
you could say that 99.98% of the 
Haitian fatalities were due to human 
factors, largely resulting from decades 
of corruption, misrule, and poverty.  

The St. Pierre volcanic disaster should 
have been avoided. For two weeks 
before the eruption, earthquakes, ash 
falls, fumes and mud flows killed over 
600 people. Yet the Governor 
prevented people leaving, using 
soldiers to block the trails, because 
elections were due, and the 
demographics of St. Pierre’s voters 
favoured his party. It was an avoidable 
tragedy.  

Floods kill more people globally than 
all other disasters. When Hurricane 
Katrina hit New Orleans in 2005 over 
1,800 people died. They were 
disproportionately the infirm, the 
elderly and the poor who could not 
evacuate as the storm approached 
Almost always it is the actions, or the 
neglect, of humans which turn natural 
processes into disasters  

A Christian Perspective  

There are no easy answers to the 
problem of human suffering. However, 
there are some things we can usefully 
say. The first is that ‘nature’ is not a 
force separate from God. Natural 
processes occur under the overarching 
sovereignty of God, and so too must 
natural disasters.  

It is helpful to see God’s response to 
the trials suffered by Job, a righteous 
man. Some, at least, of the disasters 
that befell him were due to natural 



processes, such as the wind that blew 
down his eldest son’s house and killed 
all ten children (Job 1:18-19). Job’s 
friends tried to rationalise the disasters 
as resulting from some sin or failing on 
Job’s part. Job rightly rejected those 
suggestions, but wanted God to 
explain himself. When God finally 
spoke to Job, he didn’t give any tidy 
explanations. Instead, he spoke 
majestically of his power over all 
creation, from the stars to the sea, the 
weather, and the animals, including all 
the wild animals, which were far from 
Job’s domesticated environment. 
Tellingly, God had complete control 
over the most fearsome of animals, the 
Leviathan, possibly representing Satan 
himself.  

The biblical story of Joseph hinges 
around a 7-year famine. Yet Joseph 
was only in Egypt to oversee the 
storage of grain during the good years 
and its distribution during the bad, 
because of evil actions by others, 
including his brothers’ sale of himself 
into slavery. Joseph tells his brothers 
after they had been forced by the 
famine to come begging for food that 
‘you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as 
they are today’ (Genesis 50:20).  

We can be reassured that God knows 
all there is to know about evil, that he 
constrains its reach and is ultimately 
sovereign over it.  

Hope for the Present and the Future 

The story of Joseph is an 
encouragement to believers to use 
their gifts and abilities to ameliorate 
the consequences of disasters: to 
scientists and engineers to use their 
knowledge of the natural world for the 
good of humankind; to administrators, 
secretaries and government officials 
who enable society to function even 
when under stress; to aid workers and 
politicians who try to implement 
practical policies to ameliorate 
suffering; and indeed to everyone to 
be good stewards of resources. There 
is nothing ‘unspiritual’ about working 
hard at such mundane things.  

The Christian perspective sees the 
brokenness of this world, but also the 
reality of God’s sovereignty over it and 
of his ultimate plans for a new 
creation. That does not mean that we 
need not strive to improve things now. 

Rather it points in the opposite 
direction, that we should work for 
better scientific understanding of 
disasters, we should enable 
communities to build resilience against 
them, we should strive to remove the 
unjust disparities in wealth and 
resources that mean it is so often the 
poor who are most vulnerable and who 
suffer most. It is part of our worship of 
God to use our skills and 
understanding, our talents, our 
financial and natural resources to help 
reduce the effect of disasters and to 
help those affected when they do 
strike. That is what will please God 

 

Robert (Bob) White is Professor of Geophysics at Cambridge University and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. He leads a research group studying earthquakes and 

volcanism. He is the Director of The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion 

This is one of a series produced by Christians in Science. (https://www.cis.org.uk/) 

https://www.cis.org.uk/


HARVEST WORDSEARCH 

September brings us Harvest, and Psalm 65 expresses it perfectly: “You care for the 
land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.  The streams of God are filled with water 
to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained it...   You crown the year 
with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance... the hills are clothed with 
gladness, the meadows are covered with flock and the valleys are mantled with corn; 
they shout for joy and sing.”  

Words to find: 
Corn, Rain, Mud, Wheat, Abundance, Goodness, Riches, Pumpkins, Marrows, 

Water, Thankful, Food, Crops, Soften, Carts, Overflow, Praise, Care, Blessing, 

Meadows, Flocks. 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Sunflower competition 

Remember those Sunflower seeds you received in the 

Easter gift bags? I hope you got round to planting them 

and have been looking after them in the hot weather! 

If they are growing well why not enter your plants into our 

competition? There will be categories for tallest plant and 

widest flower (1st, 2nd & 3rd places in each). To enter, send a 

photo of you (for scale) with your plant and the measurement of 

either the height of the whole plant or the width of the best 

flower. Entries must be received by August 31st 2022. Either 

email to sharonkedward@yahoo.com or post your entries 

through the side door of the church. Remember to include your 

name, age (children) and preferred contact details. Prizes will be 

awarded at the Church Harvest Festival on Sunday 25th 

September or can be collected from the church at 12:00 on that 

day. 

HAPPY GROWING! 
 

mailto:sharonkedward@yahoo.com


 

 

DIARY FOR August & September 2022 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.00 am   LUNCH CLUB / COFFEE MORNING 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
   7.30 pm    COMMUNITY CHOIR 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOME GROUP or 7.30 pm PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

 
“ ‘August Antics” children’s activity currently fully booked. Please check with the 

secretary to see if there are any cancellations. 
 

The October/November issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 25th Sept. 
Articles for inclusion to Tony by 11th Sept (written) or by 18th Sept (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: AUGUST 
Wednesday 3rd 10.00 am *August Antics (5 – 11 yr olds) 
Friday 5th 6.30 pm Boys Brigade / Girls Association 
SUNDAY 7th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 

Wednesday 10th 
10.00 am *August Antics (5 – 11 yr olds) 

7.30 pm Church Meeting 
Friday 12th 5.30 pm Brigade Leaders’ Meeting 

SUNDAY 14th 
10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

6.00 pm United Service at Winstone (Tea at 4 pm) 
Wednesday 17th  10.00 am *August Antics (5 – 11 yr olds) 
Friday 19th 6.30 pm Boys Brigade / Girls Association 
SUNDAY 21st 10.45 am Debbie Hunt (Communion) 

Wednesday 24th  10.00 am *August Antics (5 – 11 yr olds) 
SUNDAY 28th 10.45 am Trevor Howard 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: SEPTEMBER 
SUNDAY 4th  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 

Wednesday 7th 7.00 pm Home Group 
Friday 9th 5.45 pm BB/GA re-starts after summer break 
SUNDAY 11th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Wednesday 14th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 
SUNDAY 18th 10.45 am Debbie Hunt (Communion) 
Wednesday 21st 7.00 pm Home Group 
Saturday 24th 7.00 pm Barn Dance (Tickets £5 inc. supper) 

SUNDAY 25th 10.45 am HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Monday 26th 7.30 pm Table Talk 
Wednesday 28th 7.30 pm Prayer & Praise 
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