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And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and 
played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, 
some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people began to think differently.

And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless 
ways, the earth began to heal.

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new 
choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been 
healed.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 
If you would like to find 

out more about the 
Church and its activities, 
more details can be found 
on our website: 
   www.gasgreen.org.uk 
  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 
touch via any of the contact details 
given below: 
 
Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 
Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 
E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 
Tony Dymock 
Tel: 01242 244594 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

 

 
Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 
Tel: 01242 583235 
E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 
Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   
Tony Dymock   
Tel: 01242 244594  
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 
please - see back page for magazine 
deadline.  

 
Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  
(Tel: 01242 244594 or 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  
by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Marian Lee on 
(01242 583666) 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

Dear Friends, during these last few weeks since the lockdown 
started, is it 7 or 8 weeks now, what have you noticed different 
about yourself, those around you and the world in which you live? 

Jesus went into the wilderness after being baptised in the River 
Jordan by John the Baptist, his cousin. What was Jesus 

expecting? Within the wilderness there was nothing to eat, water to drink, people to 
talk to. There was heat in abundance, silence as deep as an ocean, and time, so 
much time with no TV or radio to break the silence or to fill his days. What do you 
think he did? Probably he walked a lot – every day a different route. Since running 
may not have been as popular, and the marathon hadn’t been invented, no running. 
No library of books, only those in his head to draw upon. 

The evidence tells us that Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights, (Matt 4:2). What is 
the purpose of fasting? I can hear you now saying, ‘Oh I can’t do that’. Christian 
fasting is the act of abstaining from something for a period of time for a certain 
spiritual purpose – it’s intentionally emptying oneself to be receptive to something 
else. What should Christians do when they fast? Fasts are unique to you, so pray 
about what the Lord wants you to do or not do during your fast. When you fast, I 
highly encourage you to replace the time you’d normally spend doing whatever it is 
you’re fasting from and spend that time dedicated to the Lord instead. If you are 
fasting from eating or if you are fasting from football then dedicate the time normally 
given to preparation, watching the game, or eating, to what God has asked you to do. 

Biblical fasting should not be considered a method for dieting, but a method for 
growing into deeper communion with God and being more in tune with His Spirit. The 
primary Biblical reason to fast is to take our eyes off the things of the flesh and to 
open our eyes to the things of God. 

Andrew Murray says, Prayer is reaching out after the unseen; fasting is letting go of 
all that is seen and temporal. Fasting helps express, deepen, confirm the resolution 
that we are ready to sacrifice anything, even ourselves, to attain what we seek for the 
kingdom of God. 

Fasting is the act of denying oneself and one’s needs to grow our dependence and 
reliance on God. It is a part of our sacrificial living for the purpose of bringing our 
spirits in alignment with His. What might you do when invited to fast? 

1) Meditate on scripture - read a few verses, then reflect upon them. Like after a 
good meal reflect on what you have read. 

2) Spend time in devotions - be still in the presence of God, only speaking when 
prompted. 

3) Make sure you exercise - walk, move, see nature, glory in God’s gifts 
4) Be prepared for opposition – temptations will come to lead you away, be 

prepared (Matt 4:1). Use scripture as your defence. 
What did Jesus do in the wilderness? He experienced everything that you and I will 

experience when fasting. During his fasting Jesus was attended by angels. When he 
left the wilderness, and John had been put into prison, Jesus began to preach, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is near.” (Matt 4:17). What will you do when you 
come out of the wilderness of Covid-19 lockdown? 

Every blessing. 

 If you would like to chat about fasting give me a call 07867524262 



Thank you, Big 
Local and Kelly’s 

Team for the Food 
Share distribution 
during lockdown 

During the period of Lockdown, the Gas Green Youth and Community Centre 
has been a daily hive of activity. In a scheme organized by Big Local, Kelly 
Patterson with her team of helpers have been distributing food donated by 
Tesco, Waitrose, and Marks and Spencer to people in the community of Gas 
Green. Each Monday morning they have queued up, socially distanced, ready 
to collect bread and vegetables, including broccoli, lettuce, stir fry bags, beans, 
sprouts, limited other mixed fruit, toiletries, canned and long life items and 
loads of bread.  This work has included many others who have delivered 
parcels of food to those people who can’t get out or don’t have the finance to 
feed themselves. 

Each Saturday evening Iain has collected and distributed food donated by 
TESCO to members of the congregation, the Lunch Club and Choir who are in 
need of support. 
 
 
 

 
St Sofa’s 

 
We worship at St Sofa’s now 
Since Covid came to stay 
We don’t dress up or do our hair 
But still we come to pray! 
 
Our Minister’s a clever chap 
A Zoom with his IT 
And so we sit down ev’ry week 
And meet up virtually! 
 

 
 
 
Our Church she now stands empty 
With praise she does not ring; 
But still her people gather round 
To pray, and praise, and sing! 
 
The virus is a nasty thing 
Yet it has helped us see 
The church is NOT a building 
But folk like you and me! 
 
By Nigel and Carol Beeton 
(‘Parish Pump’) 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for all our friends near and far. 
Please pray for: 

Paul Meredith & Family 
Mike Meredith 

Elaine, Alan & Family 
Doreen & Derek Ballinger 

Gill Higgins 
John Kirby (from Choir) and wife Marion 

Tony & Lynne Wilkes 
Val Hoskins and Family 

Family of Ray Fox 

Life in lockdown continues but with a little more freedom for some of us at least.  But 
when will normality step in, whatever that will look like? 

How has life changed for you?  Are you able to work? Are you able to do your 
shopping? Take some exercise?  Worrying times for many of us, coping with such an 
extraordinary situation.  I thought it might be good to look at ways to be positive, 
highlight encouraging words to give us peace during this situation.  At the moment 
many things are out of our control so trust and hope definitely need to be words that 
should be in our heads and on our hearts. 

Take one day at a time  
'Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.' (Matthew 6:34) Focus on the present. Don’t get 
caught up in negative thought cycles and 'what ifs'. Don’t get ahead of yourself. Give 
thanks for the many blessings that you have received today.  

What about: Keeping a note of thanksgiving and share with others during a 
telephone call or a Zoom gathering. Or capture in forms of a video, photograph, I do 
feel that these moments, this time, needs to be captured in some way.  Hopefully it 
will be encouraging now and fascinating when we look back. 

 Speak to yourself 
'Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.' (Psalm 43:5)   It’s sometimes 



during a sleepless night that our fears are strongest.  Get up, read God’s word and 
repeat it to yourself until the voice of the Lord drowns out any fears. 

Stop what you are doing and read the Bible 
‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth’ (Psalm 46:10). I don’t know about you, but I’m not very good at 
being still. I’m even worse at stopping.  

As this situation forces us potentially to do both during lockdown, why not take the 
opportunity to get to know our Lord better? We are surrounded by 24 hour news 
updates and constant news articles and social media  - instead read his word. 

Stay safe and well.  I hope these words will help. 

If you have any thoughts or concerns please speak to Iain, one of the Deacons or 
your pastoral care leader.   
Please also ensure that if there is anyone you would like our fellowship to include in 
their prayers let us know, and Marian will include their names in our prayer guide  

Every blessing,    

Debbie x 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

June 6th  Vic Rodriguez 
June 13th  Harriette Meredith 
July 7th  Gill Higgins 
July 15th  Wendy Guns 
July 20th  Debbie Hunt 
July 28th  Debbie Lake 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details 



Helen and Wit 
Boondeekhun 
Boondeekhun's Bulletin 
April 2020 
 
 
www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Warm summer greetings from Thailand! 
These are strange times for all, and we are 
really trusting God that the good work that 
He has begun here will be carried on to 
completion... (Phillipians 1:4) Thank you so 
much for your prayers. 

 
Life and ministry have changed a lot in 
recent days due to the restrictions, but we 
still have a lot more freedom than in many 
countries. We cannot hold gatherings of 
more than ten people, so we can't do 
church on a Sunday, but we can still have 
smaller gatherings during the week for 
encouragement from the Bible and for 
prayer, and Wit still goes out visiting, armed 
with mask and hand gel. Helen has been 
volunteer teaching two local teenagers 
twice a week, and she's recently started 
teaching Baeng (Ajarn Tah's wife) twice a 
week via Zoom. We also still continue with 
the pastors' prayer meeting every Tuesday 
morning, again using a video chat, but 
we're really missing the fellowship and 
shared meal we used to have together. 
Most Sunday mornings, we tune into the 
service from our partner church in 
Bangkok, and we have been very excited to 
also join in the 'Zoom' service at our home 
church in the UK in the afternoons. 

 
Sadly all of the children's activities have 
been put on hold, and the youth camp that 
was planned for next month has been 
cancelled. In addition, we are very sorry to 
report that Ajarn Tah has decided to resign 
from his position as youth pastor, mostly 
due to financial reasons. We're hoping he 
will still be able to help us out on a part- 
time basis until we can find a replacement. 
He has done amazing work, especially with 
the football team, and will be greatly 
missed. 
 

 
 
We praise God that we were able to have 
a lovely two week holiday with our 
daughter Josie, who came to see us 
during March. If she had come just a week 
later, it would have been a very different 
story. Now, safely back in the UK, she is 
one of the few still employed and not 
furloughed by her company, which is a 
blessing. Our son DJ is a primary school 
teacher, and he is also still working, going 
in every other week to teach a small group 
of key-workers' children. 
 
We are also very thankful for our spacious 
'new' house, which has made life much 
easier and more comfortable during the 
many hours we are confined at home 
together, especially in summer 
temperatures of 40 degrees and above. 
 

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun


Because of the current situation, both the 
basket weaving and sewing projects have 
temporarily stopped. The three ladies in the 
sewing project had been making face-
masks, but now even that has come to a 
halt. We really wanted to do something to 
demonstrate the love of Jesus in a practical 
way to our community, so we have been 
distributing food packages to those who are 
most in need. We got this information 
mostly through the advice of the local 
village headman, who has also been 
involved in the delivery of the packages. 
 

 
 
It has been very difficult to continue with 
discipleship of believers during these 
times, and we are concerned that some 
may be wavering in their faith. Mrs Suree 
in particular has been struggling as her 
husband and 'out of work' son have been 
drinking heavily, creating a very negative 
atmosphere at home. As an assistant to 
the village headman she has been very 
busy of late and gets very tired and 
stressed. We have been visiting Pa Yat 
and Pa Kao (pictured) in the next town, 
every Friday for encouragement and 
prayer. Pa Yat lives alone and has been 
suffering from anxiety and insomnia, due 
to the crisis - please pray for her. 

 
 
Please pray for all of our believers to stay 
strong in the faith, in particular for Suree, 
her husband, Got and son, Golf. Pray for 
Pa Yat to know God's peace in these times. 
 
Pray for Ajarn Tah and family that they 
would know God's wisdom and guidance 
regarding their future. Pray that God would 
provide us with a new youth pastor at just 
the right time. Pray for all the boys from the 
football team that God would continue to be 
close to them. 
 
Pray that we would stay safe and enjoy 
good health. Pray that God would show us 
ways that we can demonstrate His love to 
our community, and to be a light in the 
darkness. 
 
Blessings in Christ 
 
Wit & Helen

 
 

If you would like to support Helen and Wit Boondeekhun by 
prayer and committed regular giving, visit  
bmsworldmission.org/partners  or call 01235 517617 for a 
24:7 Partners leaflet. 

 
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA   Tel: 01235 517700 
mail@bmsworldmission.org     bmsworldmission.org 

 
The Baptist Missionary Society: registered in England and Wales as a charity (number 1174364) and a company limited by guarantee 
(number 10849689) 
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The Wedding by Pam Jenner 2.5.87 

 
There was a wedding yesterday 
It was buttercup and cream 
There was joy in the organ and joy in the 
air 
And the joy of the pair was supreme. 
The bridesmaid was nervous and tripped 
over the veil 
But recovered herself with a smile 
The flowers on their hair looked 
exceedingly fair 
And danced as they walked all the while. 
 
The flowers all round were arranged in 
great style 
With thereby a sad tale to tell 
(Janet and Fiona were called to the task 
after Jill broke her arm when she fell.) 
The bridegroom had grandma's support 
by his side 
The waiting was somewhat nerve-
racking 
But the bride came at last, with her 
father to guide 
And the hymn soared on high without 
lagging. 
 
The Saviour was welcomed and adored 
And in His name they were joined 
together 
The promises were witnessed by all of 
us there 
And we prayed that His love would be 
their aim forever. 
Then there were people here and people 
there 
And knots of them having a chat 
They were all welcomed in, kissed the 
bride and the groom 
And everyone found where they sat. 
 
The cake was a beauty, three lovely 
mobcaps 
sat on high overlooking the feast 
The cream tea was delicious, no doubt 
about that 
and the toasts they were drunk with each 

speech. 
The waitresses waited in black, white 
and bows 
It was really quite hard on the feet 
 
Organised by Brian, an MC of the best 
kept us all in order a treat. 
The photos were taken in the wind and 
rain 
Did it dampen the spirit? No fear 
They went off in the rain, to Gloucester 
or Spain? 
And came back for the camera, I hear. 
 
 

 
BEER by Marian Lee 

 
"Close your eyes and think of the sea" 
said the famous soap star on the TV, 
"Listen to the sea as it ebbs and flows 
let all your worrying thoughts just go" 
 
I closed my eyes and thought of Beer 
Debbie and I love going there. 
While the dogs run about and splash in 
the sea 
She just sits quietly next to me. 
 
The village is tiny, no Wilco or 
Poundland 
There's no pier or promenade, no ornate 
grandstand. 
 
I suppose we are always drawn to the 
sea 
Because we were born at the seaside, 
Debbie and me 
But we couldn't go to Devon in May 
2020 
And all the beaches had to remain 
empty. 
 
So I had to remember what Ken Barlow 
(William Roache) had said 
And just listen to the waves in my head! 



 
Bible Study - Who are we and what do we do? 

 
In our last issue of Contact Debbie Hunt wrote a very interesting article about 

Home Group so I thought we should follow this up with an article about Tuesday 
Bible Study.  Debbie said she was afraid the title Home Group might not give much 

incentive to join and the same could be said for Bible Study.  You might think you do 
not know your Bible well enough to come and study with others who have been 

doing it for years and know their Bible inside out but this is definitely not the case. 
Let me explain... 

 
A weekly Bible Study group was started many years ago when Keith Twining was 

our Moderator with us meeting in the vestry each Wednesday evening at 7.30pm.  
This group was still meeting when lain became our minister and the group was joined 
by Peter & Helen Guns and then Steve & Donna an American couple who were living 

in Cheltenham for 3 years.  This meant that some weeks there were 14 of us 
squeezed into the vestry and some found it a bit claustrophobic so, after some 
discussion, it was decided to split the group with 5 of us agreeing to meet on a 

Tuesday morning with Jim as our leader.  As well as studying our Bibles we always 
have a time of sharing news-and end by holding hands and saying the grace.  Jim is 

as you know very knowledgeable on the Bible and we had some wonderful 
discussions, but in the summer of 2018 Jim was taken ill and unable to lead us when 

we re-started in September after our summer break.  I agreed to take over 
temporarily using the notes Jim had already prepared.  I thought he would be back 

before the end of the year but sadly this wasn't to be and by January 2019 lain had to 
ask if I would take over permanently. 

 
For years I have had some lovely books with such titles as 'the Handbook to the 

Bible' and 'Collin's Bible Companion' sitting on my bookshelves unused. Now without 
the knowledge Jim has these are in regular use as I prepare my studies week by 

week. I certainly don't know my Bible inside out, in fact, until recently, I wasn't even 
sure how many books there were in the Bible so decided that for the next few weeks 

we should try and get to know our Bibles better.  We had continued to meet in the 
vestry, but Vic found parking difficult and Pam often needed a lift, so in February we 

agreed to meet at Pam's, and Cath Robinson joined us.  However, as you are all 
aware, Coronavirus came along, and after just 2 meetings at Pam's, meetings of any 
kind were suspended and, at the time of writing, I do not know when we will restart, 

but I do hope that if you are free between 10.00 am - 11.00 am on a Tuesday you will 
consider coming along. We may even decide to change our  

name to Tuesday Home Group! 
 

Marian Lee 



 
Greetings from the 

USA 
 
 

Last summer, we were pleased to welcome two visitors from the USA who were 
staying in Cheltenham whilst touring the Cotswolds. Pete and Olive kept in touch 

with them, and have recently received the following message: 
 
 
Hi, Pete and Olive, 
 

You were so kind to send us a message and your warm greetings.  After we 
visited your church we spent another week in England and then returned 
home.  What a beautiful country you're privileged to live in, and everyone was so 
kind and friendly.  We really enjoyed our three weeks in the UK.  We hope there will 
be another opportunity to visit.  Apart from a parking ticket in Cheltenham, our trip 
was just perfect until we landed in Dallas where our flight was cancelled and we 
spent the night in the airport.  Now we laugh about it, but it was a long, exhausting 
night and not so funny while we were there.   

 
We re-entered our "normal" world for a few weeks, caught up on some of the 

tasks, then took a trip to Wisconsin (in the middle of the country) where my family 
lives, enjoyed a wedding and a family reunion, returned home for another few 
weeks.  Then we embarked on a huge trip to the Mediterranean (where we were 
when your email arrived) on four cruises back to back for 45 days.  It was absolutely 
wonderful!  We arrived home just in time to thaw a turkey and make a Thanksgiving 
dinner for 28, and almost immediately we were in the Christmas holiday season.  It's 
a most wonderful time of the year, but as you're aware, it's a busy, busy 
time.  Christmas came and went followed by New Year's Day, followed by putting all 
the decorations away, and a week later we left for Hawaii where we spent five 
weeks.  We returned from that lovely, lovely tropical place just as this coronavirus 
made its entrance.  So we are very pleased that our past year full of travel was 
uneventful with wonderful memories and no quarantine experiences.   

 
We are watching the news of the impact of this virus on the world, and we can't 

help but wonder if the "birth pangs" might be intensifying.  Many, many gatherings 
are cancelled with significant financial impact.  Exciting time! 

 
It is so very reassuring when we encounter believers in the Lord Jesus Christ 

around the world, to share a sweet conversation, to know that the remnant 
promised is alive and well!  It was a joy meeting you.  Perhaps our paths will cross 
again, or perhaps we'll be meeting in the rapture - and before too long! 

 
Thank you again for your kind message and the friendliness you extended to us 

while we visited your lovely city, 
 

Lynette (and John) Pacheco 



MEMORIES OF VE DAY 

One of the casualties of the Covid-19 restrictions on social gatherings was the 
various special events that had been planned throughout the country to mark the 75th 
Anniversary of VE Day, May 8th 1945. Here three of the older members of our 
congregation share their memories of the war, and VE Day itself. 

 
At the outbreak of World War Two,  

I was ten years old, and have many 
memories of that time. Our next-door 
neighbour and my father dug a really 
large hole, and the newly delivered air 
raid shelters were assembled quite 
quickly. Then they installed lighting 
with a cable taken from the house. The 
two shelters were joined together to 
form one long one. Little did I know 
how much time I was to spend in it, as 
many, many, nights when the air raid 
siren sounded, I was made to go down 
into it, whatever the time. It was very 
noisy, as an anti-aircraft gun was 
deployed on a nearby cement 
crossroads. Our house was recently 
purchased on a new estate, so cement 
roads were ideal for the placement of a 
gun.  

I lived in north London throughout 
the war. I was supposed to be 
evacuated to Australia, but the boat 
was sunk on the way here. Things 
would have been so different had I 
been able to go there. Instead I was in 
the shelter and hearing the gunfire, 
and some bomb explosions as well, as 
several landed near us. One morning, 
just a little way off, there was a whole 
section of new road standing vertically, 
with a hole in the middle where a 
bomb had gone right through it before 
exploding.  Many times, I rode my bike 
to where army women were sending 
up large barrage balloons, which were 
a defence against low flying enemy 
aircraft. It was so interesting to watch 
them.  

 
 

 
When I was 

14 years old, I 
left school on a 
Friday and mum 
said, “get out 
and get a job on 
Monday”. I went 
to a local 
furniture factory, which at that time 
was making small folding boats, about 
15 feet long, which folded for transit to 
where needed, to be used as pontoon 
bridge boats – so I did war work. My 
job was to collect all the sawdust sent 
through large extraction tubes and bag 
it – tie it – and stack it – only for three 
boring weeks though. Then I found a 
job in a local garage, little knowing that 
I would become a mechanic, and be 
so for most of my working life. At 16 
years old, they taught me to drive cars 
from the front of the premises to the 
rear workshop. At 17, dad sent me for 
driving lessons, and after just a few 
was sent for a test, and passed first 
time. I'm still driving now, at the age of 
91 in June this year.  

I do of course remember the 
wonderful celebration that marked the 
end of the war. Everyone was so 
happy and relieved that at last we 
could enjoy normality once more, and 
our servicemen could return home. But 
it took a long while to return to normal. 
Rationing was still with us, and so 
much restoration work was needed, 
and families still in grief because of 
loved ones lost in the conflict. But what 
joy VE Day bought too. 

Vic Rodriguez (born 6 June 1929) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A story from VE Day 1945 
Such excitement  
The war was over 
A day off 
We were off to London 
At the crack of dawn 
On the underground. 
My future husband  
on leave from the Army 
His sister and me

We wandered around 
From Buckingham Palace 
To Houses of Parliament 
Via St James Park. 
Saw Henry off at his station 
Then found too many 
Trying to get on our station 
So we decided to walk 
To Shepherd’s Bush. 
Why there? 
Well my Grandmother lived there. 
We followed the river 
Found Gran’s house 
We had a good welcome  
At 3am next day. 
But 
We wouldn’t have missed it 
Joy and I were 19 years old at the 
time. 

Pam Jenner
 
 

The 8th May 1945 
 

The 8th of May 1945, was a warm, sunny day in North Lincolnshire. None of us 
knew what the news would tell us later in the day when we got up in the morning. As 
a 12year old on half term from school as the weather was so good all we were 
interested in was getting out into the fields that surrounded our home. 

All of a sudden from the adults were shouts of joy, Winston telling the good news 
that fighting in Europe was over. It meant our fathers would be home soon. As I lived 
in North Lincolnshire hearing both German and English aircraft flying over our homes 
was nothing new. Something we would not be hearing any more.  

It was good the sun was shining, we could start celebrating, amazing where the 
sandwiches and cakes and lemonade came from, though I’m not sure the adults 
were drinking lemonade. There were silly football games organised, trying to play 
football in homemade sandals is not easy I can tell you from experience. 

In 1946 when my father came home he had, and it has disappeared which is a 
shame, a picture from a German newspaper with a photograph of the steel works in 
our town, owned by a German company called Lysaght’s. We knew then why we 
hadn’t been bombed, it was because the steel works in our town on the orders of 
Hitler were not to be bombed, he’d need them when they invaded Britain. 

It was surprising when the celebrations started where the fancy goods came from, 
it didn’t take long for a huge bonfire to be built, cakes and sandwiches made, 
sausages, potatoes found to be cooked in the bonfire edges. Where the music came 
from for the singing and dancing that came later I don’t know. I hope my memory 
isn't fake news as I definitely have that kind of memory of the day. 

It was one of those days, we as children were not chased upstairs at 8pm, being 
allowed up till we couldn’t stay awake any longer, was really the most memorable 
thing of the day for me and my brother as mum was a stickler for children should be 
seen and not heard. The not heard bit came at 7pm for the younger ones and 9pm 
for me and my brother. 

Hazel Swinford 



Walking the dogs 
I like to go out each morning and walk my dogs in the park. Sometimes in sunshine and 
often in rain and in winter when its still dark. 

At weekends we go much further afield over hills and through forests so green, where the 
wind rustles leaves and round tree stumps they weave, and there’s no other soul to be seen. 

I know they don’t mind where I take them as long as they can play ball or just run. Find them 
a stream or pond to swim, that’s when they truly have fun.  

A holiday at the sea is heaven to me, it’s enjoyed by 2 legs and 4. We run to the water, but 
sometimes we falter as the surf rushes up to the shore.  

A seagull to chase, no matter their pace, along cliff tops they hurtle at speed. No matter how 
hard they try to catch up, I know they will never succeed.  

Walking the dogs has given me the chance to escape the lockdown rules. 2 hours or more, I 
don’t care anymore, I’d do gardening but don’t have the tools. 

Just once every day said Boris, I pray that he keeps himself to his law. But I’ve taught Willow 
to bow, and less strange somehow, she’ll even now give me her paw. 

For Letty I fear I see age catching up, her vitality sapped by the pup. But she’ll carry on 
running and playing and swimming and I know she’ll never give up. 

So, I’d like to recall all the dogs who over the years, I have happily walked and watered. 
Through summertime and wintertime, in sunshine and rain, when many others would have 
faltered. 

First a rescue named Sandy a lovely old thing, affectionally named baggy britches, he was of 
late the only man in the house as all the others were bitches! 

Then came Cassie a springer spaniel, the dog that I loved to hate. Because shoes and walls 
and underwear were just a few of the things that she ate. 

Next came my first border collie, called Jenni after her breeder you see. Her father was a 
many times obedience champion, but she never achieved that accolade with me. 

She then bore me Jesse and fulfilled my dream of breeding a litter one day. When choosing 
a mate, a friend said, “that’s great” and her handsome boy Che had his way! 

But as all good things must end and I lost those dear friends my beautiful Molly was born, 
who gave me such pleasure and whose memory I’ll treasure and whose passing I always 
shall mourn. 

Then a new friend for Molly another Tri Collie called Letty who took to agility like a trooper. 
Her speed and precision made it an easy decision, that this type of work out was super.  

So now up to date you’ve been suitably brought, and you know that poor Molly’s life was cut 
short. But over in Wales into a shed full of tails a new life was about to be brought. So, 
Willow has joined us and grown like a weed and helped fill the hole in my heart. For as true 
friends go, there is no doubt I know that my dogs have played a very big part. 

I think walking my dogs, is far better than jogs, because you see all the beauty around, and 
in this wonderful county that has such a bounty, I know there are still far more walks to be 
found. 

Debbie Hunt 



Anchor Section UK Finalist: "BB's Got Talent" 

 
1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 
Unfortunately, all our regular meetings and activities have now been suspended 

due to the coronavirus epidemic. This includes the Junior Section Holiday, planned 
for the end of May, and the Company Section Camp, planned for the end of July. 

To help parents and carers at this time, BB Headquarters have introduced a new 
programme: 

#BBatHOME 

Parents and carers can download a series of activities which their children can do 
at home, with different activities tailored to the different age groups. This is open to 
everyone, not just BB/GA members, so if you or your friends are looking for ways to 
occupy your children, grandchildren, etc. during this enforced holiday, do feel free to 
take advantage of this scheme. A new set of activities will be available every Friday. 
To download, just go to: https://boys-brigade.org.uk/bbathome 

 
As this programme has developed, 

a number of online competitions have 
been introduced. The first of these was 
“BB’s Got Talent”, where parents were 
invited to submit 2-minute videos of 
their children performing. 
Congratulations to Rosie Alcock, who 
was one of the 3 finalists in the Anchor 
Section competition, after competing 
against members from throughout the 
UK and Ireland. (Readers may 
remember that Rosie was joint winner 
of “Gas Green’s Got Talent” earlier this 

year). Rosie was eventually placed 2nd.  
   We hope that all our members and their families remain safe, and come back 

refreshed and full of enthusiasm once we are able to re-start again. 
Tony Dymock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter how long the storm, 
God is always at the end of the rainbow 

https://boys-brigade.org.uk/bbathome


 

GIFT DAY APPEAL 
Hopefully, by the time this issue of “Contact” is published, work will be well under 

way to install a new floor in the ‘Lighthouse’ room, and hot air hand dryers in the 
toilets. Our Gift Day target to help cover the cost of this work is £3,500. The 
response to last year’s appeal for re-upholstering the church chairs was magnificent, 
and we hope that your response this year will be equally generous. 

If you would like to contribute, please contact Debbie Hunt or Marian to arrange 
the most convenient way in which you can pass over your donation. 

 
 

 
Terry Waite 

On coping with lockdown 
 
Terry Waite spent four years in solitary 

confinement in Beirut. He says: “In isolation, 
it is easy to become introspective and 
depressed. All of us, when we are honest 
and examine ourselves critically, will 
discover things about ourselves of which we 
are not especially proud. I had to learn how 
to grow a greater acceptance of myself and 
work towards a deeper inner harmony.   

 
“…. Today in lockdown, it’s important to 

keep yourself well. Don’t slob around all day 
in pyjamas and a dressing gown. Dress 
properly and develop a routine. It’s 
important to have a structure – get up at a 
certain time, eat regular meals and so on. 

 
“If you have faith, then that will give you resources to draw on”, especially if you 

know some hymns, psalms and prayers by heart. “When I was captured, they were 
there to call on.” 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed  
under CC BY-SA 

http://lewisham-heritage.wikidot.com/people:waite-terence-hardy-or-terry
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Answers Overleaf at foot of page 

 
Across 
1  See 23 Across 
3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8) 
8  Invalid (4) 
9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10) 
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is not rich towards 
God’ (Luke 12:21) (6) 
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of — to work it and 
take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 
 
Down 
1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8) 
2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress and keeping 
oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8) 
4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6) 
5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10) 
6   St Columba’s burial place (4) 
7   Swirling current of water (4) 
10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 
12  ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save those who believe’ (1 
Corinthians 1:21) (8) 
13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 Kings 19:35) (8) 
16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2) 
18  David Livingstone was one (4) 
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1) 
 

 
 



WORDSEARCH FOR JUNE 2020 
 
Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and we can call 
on Him, as Psalm 91 (vs 1-6) reminds us… 
 
1Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty.  
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; 
    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
 
Words to find: Dwells, Shelter, Most, High, Shadow, Almighty, Refuge, Fortress, Trust, 
Save, Snare, Deadly, Pestilence, Cover, Feathers, Wings, Faithfulness, Shield, 
Rampart, Fear, Terror, Night, Arrow, Plague, Destroys. 

 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 
ACROSS: 1 Care, 3 Paradise, 8 Null, 9 Profaned, 11 Legalistic, 14 Closed, 
15 Stores, 17 Missionary, 20 Covenant, 21 Thai, 22 Trade-off, 23 Eden. 
 
DOWN: 1 Conflict, 2 Religion, 4 Arrest, 5 Affliction, 6 Iona, 7 Eddy, 10 Allegiance,  
12 Preached, 13 Assyrian, 16 A son of, 18 Scot, 19 DVLA. 



Baptist  Insurance 
Experts in church and home insurance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insure your home and 
support the Baptist family 
 
 
£100 donation to the Baptist church of your choice when you 
take out a new home insurance policy with us!* 
 
At Baptist Insurance we are passionate about supporting people and 
organizations who really make a difference by enriching the lives of 
others. 
 
So if you share our beliefs, and you are looking for home insurance, 
why not ask us for a quote today? 
 
 
 

 
 

The Baptist Insurance Company PLC (BIC) Reg. No. 83597.   Registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, 
GL1 1JZ.    The Baptist Insurance Company PLC is authorized by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority and  the Prudential Regulation Authority. 



 

DIARY FOR June & July 2020 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY  10.00 am   BIBLE STUDY  (Alternate weeks) 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOUSE GROUP or 7.30 pm PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   6.00 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Due to the present Covid-19 outbreak, we are temporarily 
unable to meet physically for Sunday Worship  

or Weekday activities. 

Whilst these restrictions continue, we will be holding 
online services using “Zoom” each Sunday at 11 am. 

Everyone is welcome to join with us to worship in this way. 
Just go to: www.zoom.us/join and enter  

MeetingID = 836 7812 5771, Password = 993499 

Those without internet access can join by telephone: please ask 
the Minister or Secretary for details of how to do this.  

Please also ask if you would like a written order of service, or a 
CD/DVD recording of past services. 

 

 
The August/September issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 26th July.  

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 12th July (written) or by 19th July (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JUNE 
Monday 1st 7.00 pm Deacons Meeting (Via ‘Zoom’) 
SUNDAY 7th 11.00 am Debbie Hunt 
SUNDAY 14th 11.00 am Songs of Praise 
SUNDAY 21st 11.00 am Tony Wilkes / Debbie Hunt (Communion) 
SUNDAY 28th 11.00 am Debbie Hunt 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JULY 
SUNDAY  5th 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Monday 6th 7.00 pm Youth Centre Meeting (Via ‘Zoom’) 
SUNDAY 12th 11.00 am Debbie Hunt 
Monday  13th 7.00 pm Deacons Meeting (Via ‘Zoom’) 
SUNDAY 19th 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
SUNDAY 26th 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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