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“For unto us a child is born, 
To us a Son is given, 

And the government will be on His shoulders. 
And He will be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 



Gas Green Baptist Church  
Russell Street, Cheltenham, GL51 9HJ  

www.gasgreen.org.uk 
 

A Centre of Christian Witness in the Community for over 150 Years!  
 

Our Purpose Statement: 
We are a family of Christian people worshipping together at Gas Green who are 
committed to sharing our faith, serving our community, and growing together in God's 
love. (May 2001). 
  

Our Foundation Covenant: 
We do here, in the Name and Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, solemnly give ourselves 
to Him and to each other in Covenant; promising to walk with God in all His ways, made 
known, or to be made known to us, and with one another in all the duties and privileges of 
Church worship, service, and fellowship, ever relying upon Him for Grace and strength so 
to do; that this Church may be a habitation of God, through the Holy Spirit, and a worthy 
manifestation of the Church Universal. (May 1964).  
 

About Gas Green: 
Gas Green Baptist Church is a member of the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB), the 
West of England Baptist Association (WEBA) and part of a local Ecumenical Cluster with 
Salem Baptist, St. Marks Methodist, Christ Church C of E, and St. Andrew’s URC. 
Church Membership is open to all who profess repentance towards God and have faith in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, who believe in One God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and whose lives bear evidence of their Christian profession. Members are usually 
received after Baptism by immersion (Believers' Baptism), but the church welcomes to full 
membership all who conscientiously follow Jesus Christ. Our minister or one of the 
deacons will be pleased to discuss any of these matters with you.  
We meet for Sunday Worship weekly at 10.45 am; also at 6.30 pm on the first Sunday of 
each month, and on special occasions as announced. The “Lighthouse” group for children 
and young people meets during the morning service. The second Sunday of each month 
is normally a Family Service and includes Parade for our uniformed organisations. 
The Lord's Table (Communion) is open to all who profess faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Unless otherwise announced, Communion is normally celebrated on the first Sunday 
evening and the third Sunday morning of each month.  
The Ministry of Gas Green Baptist Church includes Gas Green Youth & Community 
Centre in Baker Street, where many activities are based.  

Minister:     Revd. Iain Hoskins 
       Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 
Secretary:     Tony Dymock  Tel: 01242 244594 E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 
Treasurer:     Debbie Hunt  Tel: 01242 583235 E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 
      Marian Lee  Tel: 01242 583666  
Magazine Editor:  Tony Dymock  Tel: 01242 244594 E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor please - see back page for magazine deadline. 
Weekly notices to Tony Dymock (01242 244594) (secretary@gasgreen.org.uk) by 
Thursday evening latest. Prayer requests to Marian Lee on (01242 583666) 
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FROM  
THE MINISTER 

 
 
 
Dear Friends, 

There are people for whom Christmas is about loneliness, belonging, exclusion 
and forgiveness a real eclectic range of values. These are all the experiences of 
Jesus from his birth to his final act on the Cross. Christmas has been turned into an 
event, which emphasises belonging and inclusion while ignoring by and large the 
loneliness, and exclusion that goes on at Christmas. 

When Jesus became human at Christmas he experienced loneliness and 
exclusion, his family had a shed to live in and then had to flee their homeland 
because King Herod wanted Jesus life ended before it had begun.  Throughout his 
ministry years he experienced loneliness. The disciples rarely understood him the 
Pharisees wanted his head. He went out to pray on his own because no one else 
wanted to? Even in his own town he had to leave because they wanted to throw him 
off a cliff. In the Garden of Gethsemane when he needed the support of his friends, 
the disciples, slept and then they ran off. Jesus final moment of loneliness came 
while on the cross, Father why have you deserted me?  

Yet in all of this Jesus regularly turned strangers into friends. He did this by 
welcoming people to him. No one was turned away, children, women, lepers, tax 
collectors the blind and sick they were all welcome. Jesus never refused anyone and 
those who didn’t like what he said would go their way saddened but realising that to 
belong has a cost.  

There were occasions when the disciples were angry at the response people gave 
to their message, shaking the dust off their feet. They even argued amongst 
themselves wanting to know who’d have the best seat in heaven. Everyone wants to 
be included in the party but few are prepared to share their food, money and comfort 
with those who are hungry or have no place of their own.  

The message of Jesus on the Cross, and an essential part of the Christian life – 
was, ‘Father forgive them for they know not what they do’. This is what Christmas is 
about or should I say this is the Christian Christmas. The secular Christmas 
assumes that on December 25th everyone is happy, everyone is around a table 
eating turkey and all the trimmings, and everyone has someone to say I love you. 
When in reality the majority of the world does not celebrate Christmas and those who 
do often do it in a selfish self centred way. We Christians are called by Jesus to 
become free, to free others through Christ, to nurture life, to look for the worth and 
the beauty in each and every one of us. To make our world a beautiful garden where 
each person and each society can create a harvest of flowers and fruits, and so 
prepare the seeds of peace for tomorrow.  

God Bless you all as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord. (for further 
reading Becoming Human, Jean Vanier) 

 



 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for all our friends near and far. 
Please pray for: 

Elaine, Alan & Family 
Doreen & Derek Ballinger 

Jill - Debbie and Marian’s sister 
It’s been a busy time at Gas Green. 

Christmas shoe boxes have been on all our minds and I am pleased to say that Iain 
and Val kindly loaded their car up and dropped the boxes off in Bristol this week, 158 
boxes in total.   Straight away we start thinking about next year so please feel free to 
give anything towards the boxes to Gill throughout the year.  Thank you for all your help. 

Choir practice is going well and we are looking forward to sharing the new songs at 
our concert on the 15th.  I’ve always said that Tuesday nights are like therapy to me, the 
evenings are filled with singing, plenty of laughter and the chance to meet and make new 
friends.  We hope you will come along to the concert, why not join the choir next session, 
well think about it. 

House Group have covered the book of Mark this session.  I so look forward to this 
time together, good food, fellowship and a time to learn – and there is so much to learn – 
and a time for all those questions.  Do you want to know more?  Do you have any 
questions? 

A handful of us experienced a very wet evening recently when we went along to the 
second of our prayer walks.  A time to walk around our community, thinking about those 
that are there, those that have been there and giving thanks, praying for healing: a truly 
lovely time.   

 I think you will agree busy times for us all, we pray the work continues and we give 
thanks. 

Happy moments – Praise God 
Difficult moments – Seek God 
Quiet moments – Worship God 
Painful moments – Trust God 
Every moment – Thank God 

If you have any thoughts or concerns please speak to Iain, one of the Deacons or your 
pastoral care leader. 

Please take time to read the prayer guide there are so many people that need your 
prayers.  If you have any thoughts or prayers you want to share and would like included 
in our prayer guide, please contact Marian Lee. 

Every blessing, 

Debbie 



GREETINGS FROM ANDY SYMONS 
 
As many readers will know, we are financially 
supporting the former minister at Leckhampton Baptist 
Church, Rev. Andy Symons, who is now working in 
Zambia. In his latest letter, Andy tells us what he has 
been doing over the past months, and suggests some 
topics for prayer. 
 
Hello from Zambia! 
Thanks so much for praying for us over the months 
and for your commitment to pray on with and for us. 
October has been a HOT month! We've been sweating it out as we continue getting 
bits and bobs sorted, Andy teaching Romans and the boys settling in to school and 
enjoying the half-term break.  
The students have now finished their normal lectures and this week (Nov 4th) is 
exam week, where the students have 9 exams to finish off their course. The week 
after that will be conference week, where PIZ hosts a 3 day conference with various 
speakers for local folk to come to. The end of the 3rd day is a graduation ceremony 
for the students. 
As a family we had a lovely day with some new friends at a local dam on Zambian 
Independence Day (a lollipop for each person who finds the date!).  We all got to 
cling on to a tube out the back of a speeding boat and Andy even had his first go at 
waterskiing! A really fun day for us all. 
Here's some things to pray for over the coming month: 
Praise:  
Thank God for our car arriving and being cleared so that we now have our own 
transport. 
Thank God that we're continuing to settle in (getting used to where to buy what, 
getting more familiar with how things work, Andy's enjoying seeing his garden plan 
slowly taking shape!) 
Thank God for a plan re: church - going to a church plant near Chingola where a few 
people from Amano school go and then once every 5 weeks go to a more Zambian 
church. 
Ask: 
Please keep praying for the boys - they're not enjoying school a great deal for a 
couple of reasons. Pray for resilience and friends over the coming weeks and 
months. 
Pray for next year at PIZ. We're signing up students but have real financial needs to 
run the college. Pray for God to provide for the needs of college. 
Thank you for your prayers and love and care, 
 
Andy, Rachel, Haydn and Daniel  

XXXX 



Paul and Sarah Brown 
God's Timing 
October 2019 
 
www.bmsworldmission.org/psbrown 
 

 
 
It is easy to get frustrated and impatient 
when we do not see the progress we 
expect to see. Only when we voice it to 
God and not others, are we reminded of 
all He has already done and see His hand 
at work in the present. Our frustrations 
make us run ahead of God trying to do 
things in our own strength. By waiting for 
God's lead, He provides and shows us the 
way. 
In previous updates, we mentioned about 
our search to find a good lawyer in Chiang 
Mai with integrity to help us navigate 
through setting up the Business as 
Mission (BAM), we believe our prayers 
have been answered. 
We spotted a second-hand item for sale 
on Facebook being advertised by a couple 
returning back to the US. Upon visiting the 
couple's home to view the item, we found 
out that they are mission workers running 
a BAM Coffee shop in the area and also 
know former BMS worker Ashleigh Gibb. 
We explained our frustration with regards 
to finding a good lawyer and they said 
they had worked with a Thai Christian who 
was excellent when they set up their 
business. We arranged a meeting with the 
lawyer; during and after the meeting with 
her we both had a sense of peace about 
using her services. Some of the questions 
we were unable to get satisfactory 
responses from other lawyers in the area 
she was able to answer. We met her 
again by chance (or should we say a God- 
incidence) at church as we were leaving, 
she was coming to lead worship at the 
Thai service, which runs after the 
international service that we attend. We 
did not know she attends the Thai service 
at the same Church as us. It is amazing 
how God can use a Facebook advert to 
make the right connections! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In August, it was great to have 2 visitors 
from our home church come to stay with 
us over a weekend as Paul celebrated his 
birthday. It was a very exciting trip for 
them since it was their first time visiting 
the Far East. Although they were not able 
to see the work we do, we were able to 
explain the context of our work and the 
different ethnic Thai tribal groups that we 
work with. With visitors in town, it was nice 
for us to take them to places, that we have 
not even had the chance to explore, albeit 
during the rainy season. The weather, to 
them, may have felt like being back in the 
UK, with the exception it was still very hot 
and humid. 

 
Sarah has been going to New Life 
Centre's residence house for a few 
months now, however as good as it is to 
use the skills she has, and the residents 
enjoying the delights they have been able 
to produce, she was beginning to ask God 
“Why am I doing this?”. It is only in recent 
weeks that the girls are beginning to open 
up to her and let her know what is going 

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/psbrown


on in their adolescent lives. Sarah has 
been able to listen, encourage and pray 
with them from an older person's 
experience and perspective. 

 
We have a really good relationship with 
our landlady and her husband. 
Unfortunately, our home has had lots of 
problems. Despite the issues, it has given 
us plenty of opportunities to have 
conversations with them in Thai and 
English and find out more about their lives 
and backgrounds. We hope this opens the 
door for deeper conversations and sharing 
our faith. 
 
Prayer & Praise 
- Thank God the pending issue with 
our visa is now sorted. However, we 
still have to wait until the end of 
November to find out if the visa is 
approved. Please continue to keep 
this in your prayers. 
- Thank God for bringing the right people 
to help us move forward with the BAM. 
- Pray for the new girls that come to live at 
New Life Centre's residence house, 
struggling to settle in. 

There is absolutely no substitute for the 
power of prayer and through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we shall fulfil God's will for 
what he has called us to do. 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests.  
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord's 
people. Ephesians 6: 18 (NIV) 
Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers.  

Yours in Christ 
Paul and Sarah 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming weeks: 

January 13th  Marian Lee 
Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to God 

for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are invited to 
make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are supporting BMS 
projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable people. Every year 
more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details. 



 
1st Cheltenham Company 

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 
THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 

Since the last issue of “Contact”, 
members have taken part in a number 
of Battalion events and competitions. On 
28th September, Junior & Company 
Section members took part in the 
Battalion 5-a-side football competition, 
where we won the Senior competition, 
and were placed second in the Junior 
event.  

The following week, 5th October, 125 
years of the BB in Gloucestershire was 
celebrated with a display at Trinity 

Church, Cheltenham, in which members of the company played an active part. 
Finally, on 9th November, four members of the Company and Senior Sections 
entered the first round of the national Masterteam Quiz competition held in 
Tewkesbury. The corresponding Junior Section competition is due to take place as 
this issue as published, on 23rd November. 

Once again, the Junior, Company & Senior 
Sections joined together to help Gill and 
Debbie to pack Christmas boxes which will be 
sent to children in Eastern Europe.  

Our annual Re-Enrolment service took 
place this year on Remembrance Sunday, 
when members were presented with their 
membership cards for 2019/20, and made their promises to serve as loyal members 
for the coming year. A packed church was present to witness this ceremony. 

Over the past weeks it has been good to welcome members of the church who 
have come along on a Friday evening to lead the short weekly devotions. 

Membership is now higher than it has been for several years, but there is always 
room for more. Please speak to any of the leaders for more information. 

 
Tony Dymock 

Our Annual Re-Enrolment Service took place on 
Remembrance Sunday 

Christmas Shoeboxes for Albania 



Street Pastors 10th Commissioning 

This year Cheltenham Street Pastors celebrates 10 years of 
patrolling the streets of our town. We have also just been 
awarded the Police and Crime Commissioner’s ‘Community Hero 
Award’ so we have lots to celebrate as well as commissioning our 
new recruits. 

We would like to invite you to our special service which this year 
is being held at Cambray, where our very first Commissioning 
took place in 2009. It will be held on Saturday 7th December at 
7.30pm and will be followed by a finger buffet.  

We are pleased that Revd Les Isaac (international founder of Street Pastors) will be 
speaking and The Bishop of Gloucester will also be a part of the service.  

Please come along and celebrate 10 years of Christians being salt and light in 
Cheltenham at night and also support 
those who are training as Street 
Pastors within your congregation. 

If anyone is interested in joining us 
please email : 
cheltenham@streetpastors.org.uk 
or join us for an observation 
evening to find out more. 

Sarah Chad CSP Coordinator  

 

 



We would like to thank everyone 
who has contributed to this year's 
shoebox appeal. We sent 158 
boxes of "love" to WEBA from 
where they will be sent to Albania. 

Our biggest thanks go to Debbie 
Hunt & her employers who covered 
the total cost of postage of 150 
boxes.  

Our thanks to Iain & Val for 
taking the boxes to Bristol & to the 
Boys Brigade / Girls Association for 
helping fill the boxes. The money 
raised for this year will be held over 
for next year to buy items for boxes 
& towards postage.  

Thank you all once again we 
couldn't do it without you. 

 
Debbie & Gill 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dave and Jackie Ferkin wish all their friends at Gas Green a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
Pete and Olive wish all their church family and friends a very Happy 
Saviours Day, may you all have a blessed time on this special day. We 

also wish you all a Very Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 

Good wishes to you all as we celebrate our Saviour on his birthday. 
Thank you for your prayers for me over the last months.  

With love from Pan Jenner. 
 

Tina, Brian, Amy, Harriette and James wish our Church family and 
friends a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  

Enjoy the Saviour's Day!  Xxxxx 
 

Sending Christmas greetings this Saviours Day to friends near & far. 
Gill x 



The following message was received 
from the mother of one of the children 
who attended the recent show by 
Tom Elliott: 
 
Hi,  

I was hoping that you could pass 
on a message to the people involved 
with the family light party yesterday... 

I know that numbers were low but 
my little boy had a great time. 

When his friends talk about 
Halloween parties, he'll be able to say 
he went to a party too, he helped do 
magic tricks, saw his friend’s church, got a party bag and had lots (and I really do 
mean lots!) of fun playing in the dark with his glow balloon and glow stick with his 
brother at home. 

As a mum, I was grateful for the mention of God, Jesus and church in the show as 
well as the explanation about pumpkins in the party bag - I'll read it to him today. 

So thank you for having us, hopefully we'll be able to come for the next one. 

Caroline  
 



Smile Lines 
 
Wise? 
When I told my children the story of how the Wise Men brought gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh for the infant Jesus, my six-year-old daughter was not 
impressed.  "Mum, a Wise Woman would have brought nappies." 
 
Chimney 
Why doesn't Father Christmas suffer from claustrophobia when he climbs down the 
chimney?   Because he has had his flue jab. 
 
Reindeer 
What did the reindeer say before launching into his comedy routine?  ‘This will sleigh 
you.’ 
 
First Christmas 
Daniel aged four, had gone to Sunday School just before Christmas.  He came home 
with a new understanding of the Christmas story… 
 “There wasn't a Father Christmas way back then, so these three blokes on camels 
had to deliver all the toys. And Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer with his nose so 
bright wasn't there yet, so they used this big light in the sky to find their way around.” 

 



Rotas for December 2019 & January 2020 
 

 1st Dec 8th Dec 15th Dec 22nd Dec 29th Dec 
MORNING 

WELCOMER Debbie L Pete K Marian Olive Debbie L 

MORNING  
OFFERTORY Sue P Scouts David Marian Sue P 

EVENING 
WELCOMER Debbie H - - Debbie H - 

EVENING 
OFFERTORY David - - Helen - 

FLOWER 
DONATIONS Christmas Display 

FLOWER 
ARRANGING Debbie 

COMMUNION 
STEWARD 

Marian 
(PM)  Debbie H 

(AM) 
24th Dec 

Pete  
 
 
 

 5th Jan 12th Jan 19th Jan 26th Jan 
MORNING 

WELCOMER Marian Pete K Olive Debbie L 

MORNING 
OFFERTORY David Brigade Marian Sue P 

EVENING 
WELCOMER Debbie H - - - 

EVENING 
OFFERTORY Marian - - - 

FLOWER 
DONATIONS Sue A - - - 

FLOWER 
ARRANGING Marian - - - 

COMMUNION 
STEWARD 

Helen 
(PM)  Debbie L 

(AM)  

 
If you would be willing to serve the Church by joining the rota of  

Welcomers and/or Offertory stewards, please see Marian Lee.  
If you would like to donate flowers or help arrange them, please see Tina Meredith. 



 

DIARY FOR Dec. 2019 and Jan. 2020 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am  “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY  10.00 am PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY  
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm:       HOUSE GROUP or PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   6.00 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

Any changes to the above will be announced through the weekly notices. 
The February/March issue will be published on Sunday 26th January.  

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 12th Jan. (written) or by 19th Jan. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: DECEMBER 

SUNDAY 1st   
10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

6.30 pm Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
Wednesday 4th  7.00 pm House Group 

SUNDAY 8th  
10.45 am Service led by the BB/GA (Parade) 
12.30 pm Christmas Lunch (Prior booking needed) 

Wednesday 11th 6.00 pm Distribution of Community Gifts / Praise & Worship 
Saturday 14th 7.00 pm Bingo Evening in the Youth Centre 

SUNDAY 15th  
10.45 am Debbie Hunt (Communion) 

5.00 pm COMMUNITY CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Thursday 19th  6.00 pm Big Local Christmas Decoration Competition Awards 

SUNDAY 22nd  
10.45 am SCRATCH NATIVITY: Rev. Iain Hoskins 

6.30 pm CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE 
Monday 23rd 11.00 am Carol Singing at Tesco’s 
Tuesday 24th 11.30 pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION: Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Wednesday  25th 10.30 am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE: Rev. Iain Hoskins 
SUNDAY 29th 10.45 am Debbie Hunt 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JANUARY 
Friday 3rd 6.30 pm Brigade Leaders Meeting 

SUNDAY 5th  
10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

6.30 pm Service led by Lighthouse leaders (Communion) 
Monday 6th 7.30 pm Youth Centre Committee (at home of Alan/Elaine) 
Wednesday 8th 7.00 pm House Group 
Friday 10th 6.00 pm Brigade re-starts after Christmas break 
Saturday 11th 2.00 pm Visit to Pantomime at Everyman Theatre 
SUNDAY 12th  10.45 am Trevor Howard (Parade) 
Monday 13th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 

SUNDAY  19th 
10.45 am Tony Wilkes (Communion) 

6.30 pm United Service at St. Mark’s Methodist Church 
Monday 20th 7.30 pm Ministry Team Meeting 
Wednesday 22nd 7.00 pm House Group 
SUNDAY 26th 10.45 am Songs of Praise, led by Pete Keyte 
Monday 27th 2.00 pm Events Committee 
Wednesday 29th 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 
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