
  

 

CONTACT 
October / November 2022 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

Church and its activities, 

more details can be found 

on our website: 

   www.gasgreen.org.uk 

  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 

touch via any of the contact details 

given below: 

Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 

Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 

Tony Dymock 

Tel: 01242 244594 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 

Tel: 01242 583235 

E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 

Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   

Tony Dymock   

Tel: 01242 244594  

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 

please - see back page for magazine 

deadline.  

 

Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  

(Tel: 01242 244594 or 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  

by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  

E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 

by 12 midday Wednesday.

Inter Faith Week 2022 (www.interfaithweek.org) will take place in 
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland from Sunday 13th to Sunday 
20th November. It’s a Week for everyone in which an ever-growing 

number and variety of organisations take part.  

Gas Green Baptist Church will be the Free Church representative 
church open on Monday 14th  from 5 to 6pm.                                                                    

Our purpose is to show ‘who are and what is a Baptist’.  

The church will be open to people of any faith or creed as you will be 
able to go to other representative faiths participating in Inter Faith 

week. Why not come along it may be a surprise. 

http://www.gasgreen.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch
mailto:minister@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk
mailto:deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk
http://www.interfaithweek.org/


FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear friends,  

Death is always a shock. Even if you know it is coming it is a 
shock. We were prepared for the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth ll, by the news from her doctors. But I was surprised 
how emotional many people have been when they heard the 
news. Most of us were born when her father King George Vl was 

king, but our growing years and our adult lives have been with Queen Elizabeth ll. 
Might she become Elizabeth the Great? It would be deserved. Her ninety-six years 
have been filled with service to our nation, the commonwealth and indeed in a wider 
sense to the whole world.  

What has surprised me has been the amount of time spent reflecting upon her 
Christian faith. Would you have said from just seeing her that her faith was as strong, 
visible, and so important to her? Since her death I've read more of her Christmas 
messages than I have ever watched on the TV, and in nearly every one she reflects 
upon the Lord she has served, in clear language. It caused me to ask myself about 
how much of my life expresses my faith to others, or do we require a letter each 
Christmas to make it clear to folk that I love Jesus?  

News resulting from the death of Queen Elizabeth has filled many people’s waking 
hours since her death on the 8th September. When the funeral is all over there will be 
a void in some people’s lives after the continuous broadcasting of queues to see the 
Queen’s lying in State, talking to the people who’ve been in the queues for hours or 
listening to the memories of those who have worked with or been introduced to her 
Majesty.  

King Charles has also given me cause for thought. He has said that he has learnt 
from his Mother what it means to be a Monarch, and will try to live that life now he is 
King. In the letter you may write at Christmas will you say what you have learnt from 
Jesus and from now on aim to practice in your life? 

Resulting from the death of Her Majesty so many things will change, indeed have 
already changed, QCs to KCs, Her Majesty’s Navy to His Majesty’s Navy. Coinage in 
time with change and wording on many documents including your passport from Her 
Britannic Majesty’s … to His Britannic Majesty. Post boxes will change as they are 
replaced. I'm interested in how the people, the subjects of the new King Charles lll will 
change if at all? Have we lost anything in our relationship with the Monarchy with the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth? Did your life change at the loss of your Mother or Father 
or close relative? If so, how? The former Queen believed that Jesus was the rock upon 
which her life was built, can we say the same? If you’d like a chat, give me a call. 
minister@gasgreen.org.uk  Mobile 07867524262 
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Teams4U 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Debbie Lake 
 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1990 Dave Cooke was moved by the needs of the Romanian children he saw on 
the TV screen so he put teams together and took aid to Romanian orphanages. 
 
In 2006 Dave founded Teams4U to  enable many others to be able to have the 
opportunity and experience of working with and supporting vulnerable children and 
their families. 
 
“I set up Teams4U because I wanted to give people that wanted to help the 
opportunity to give more than just money” 
 
Teams4U has since expanded in several different countries, supporting various 
different projects through partnerships with local individuals and organisations., as 
well as taking teams to provide practical hands on support, the charity also focus  
on an holistic approach to supporting their specific needs through a range of 
sources (i.e. teams, financial  sponsorship, resources, training  and 
development). 
 
It’s the  Shoebox appeal that Gas Green are looking to support and be part of 
again this year. We want to be part of this wonderful project to provide Christmas gifts  
to vulnerable children and families. 
 
Would you like to help?  We have 150 boxes that need to be 
filled please get in touch if you need any further information 
or if you would to fill a box. 
 
 

Be part of ‘Love in a Box’ this Christmas 

mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk


 
 

Prayer is so important to so many of us. In many situations in our lives prayer is often 
something that we want to do, feel the need to do. At church each Sunday we share and 
ask prayers for those within our family, friends, and our community in the Pastoral Share 
section of our service. 
 
With the recent loss of our Queen so many have come together in grief. I have heard 
people say: ‘'I didn’t expect to feel like this?' and ‘On hearing the news I was overcome 
with emotion; it was so unexpected’. 
 
The Queen was a woman who has always been there for so many so why shouldn’t 
there be emotion? With the loss of someone so public, prayer is a time when many are 
coming together. Pain can be eased, shared and we can be supported by one another. 
This is the essence of Pastoral Share. 
 
Prayer? 
 
The most basic definition of prayer is “talking to God.” Prayer is not meditation or passive 
reflection; it is direct address to God. It is the communication of the human soul with the 
Lord who created the soul.    Prayer can be spoken out loud or silent, private or public, 
formal or informal there are no rules so try it. 
 

We have put a letterbox at the front of the church – please feel free to post your 
requests for prayer into the box be it for yourself, for your family or for your 
community. 
 
Every blessing 
 
Debbie 
 
“So, do not fear, for I am with you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
Isaiah 41:6-7 (NIV) 



 

What about a 

Community 

Cookbook?  

Let's do it together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘I had a dream’ no really I had a dream and the dream was to put together a community 

cookbook bringing recipes that are special to us together, into one book. 
 
We celebrated our Jubilee in June and there were so many people that brought food for 

others to share, tastes from around the world, delicious food for everyone to enjoy.  Let's 

remind everyone and share how they were made. 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 'Love Your Street' Community Cookbook, please 

share the following: 

 

• Name: 
• Street you live in: 
• A picture of yourself: 
• Your Recipe: 
• Why is this recipe special to you, where does it come from in your own words? 
 
 
I am going to set a deadline of 25 November so please get in touch. I will update  

via social media and via the community newsletters on how we are doing. 
 
Start digging out those recipes and get in touch. 
 
Debbie 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@gasgreen.org.uk


“AUGUST ANTICS” HOLIDAY CLUB 
 

This year’s holiday club was held on 
the first four Wednesdays in August. 

We used a slightly different format 
this year, which seemed to work well. 

The children arrived and decorated 
a bag, so they had something to take 
home at the end of every session. 
Following that we had our own Joe 
Wicks physical exercises led by Pete. 
Children who were not too keen on this 
just remained colouring the bags. 

All children then listened to the story 
of the day. Each week was part of 
Paul’s missionary journeys. After the 
story the children chose a craft item to 
make and went round the tables doing 
as many as they could. These ranged 
from luminaires showing the bright 
light that shone on Saul on the road to 
Damascus, to balloon swords as the 
jailor drew his sword when he found all 
the doors to the prison unlocked. Other 
items were snakes made from ties, 
and we even had an escape room with 
activities to help the children escape. 

Following on from the craft activities 
the children then chose a workshop to 
attend. These ranged from drama, 
playing a ukulele, games and raft 
building. 

Other items that we slotted in were 
some games and a Christian version 
of the Hokey Cokey. Lunch was at 12 
o’clock and then it was a YouTube of 
the story and home! It was a privilege 
to have such a large number of 
children every day - some who have 

Keep Fit with Pete Keyte 

Making Swords from Balloons 

Workshop with Ukulele Band 



Books were given to all children attending 

been regulars to the holiday club but 
also some new families. 

Each child was given a book that 
had the stories of Paul’s missionary 
journeys to take home, so hopefully 
they could hear the rest of his 
adventures telling all he met about 
Jesus. It was lovely to work with a 
great team of adults who contributed 
so much to every morning.  

We received a card from one 
grandparent, who lives in one of the 
streets around the church, saying: 

“To all the great team involved with 
August Antics. Many thanks for all your 
hard work ensuring all the children had 
a fantastic time. Betty and Daniel 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves” 

 

Val & Sharon 

 

Advance Warning  
Light Party for all primary age 

children is on Friday October 28th  
3 to 5.30pm 

Christmas Cracker Wednesday 
December 21st.  10am to 12.30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming weeks: 

October 21st  Olive Keyte 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to God for 

another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are invited to make a 

donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are supporting BMS projects 

around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable people. Every year more than 

£250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details. 

 



Symons Family Update 
 

During the summer, we were pleased to welcome Rev. Andy Symons to our pulpit, 
returning to the UK for a break from his work in Zambia. Here Andy reflects on his 

visit back to this country. 
 

 

 
Hello for the last time in a while from the UK! 
We fly back to Zambia on 14th August, so have less than a week left in the 
UK.  Here’s a brief reflection on our 4 months back in the UK. 
 
The good... 

1. Seeing family – Family is special and it has been really good to spend some time 
with different parts of the family and catch up a bit with life in person, rather than 
over WhatsApp. 

2. Renewing friendships – We have loved spending time with friends from churches, 
our old neighbourhood, old work colleagues, the school where the boys were.  It’s 
a treat to be given time to catch up with others. 

3. Seeing supporting churches – Andy ended up going on his own to 3 supporting 
churches in Cheltenham, just to give the boys some routine and not be carted 
around to different places.  It was good to see God’s people together and share 
what our lives are like as a family in Zambia and to help people pray for us and 
the work in Zambia. 

4. Seeing Jesus’ words proved true (no shock there, of course!) – Jesus says in 
Mark 10 that no one who has left family or things for Jesus and the gospel’s sake 



will not receive 100 x those things now, with persecution, and in the age to come 
eternal life.  We don’t have a house, car, things in the UK; but we had houses 
and cars and family and food the whole time we were back!  It’s great to see the 
church in action and Jesus proved true. 

 
The hard...  
1. Moving around lots – Living out of a 

suitcase gets old after a few 
months!  We’ve been very well cared for 
and made very welcome by all our 
hosts, and have enjoyed spending time 
with them.  It’s just hard packing up and 
moving to the next hosts every couple of 
weeks! 

2. Being back ‘home’ but also being away 
from home! – Four months is just about 
long enough to settle back into life in the 
UK a bit, and so that makes returning to 
Zambia feel like leaving the UK 
again.  That’s unsettling for all of us, but 
particularly for the boys. 

3. ‘Here’s what you could have had!’ 
realisations – In Zambia, because of 
how and where we live, it means we 
don’t have neighbours, shops nearby, 
parks and school friends close at 
hand.  That means those little steps of 
growing up for the boys aren’t there: a 
key to the home so you can walk home 
on your own; pocket money to be spent 
with friends at the local shop; hanging 
out at the park; having friends knock on 
and ask if you can come and play.  It’s 
been hard for us all to realise that the 
boys won’t have these things because of 
the life we live. 

 
Thanks so much for your prayerful support 
of us as a family in Zambia.  We plan to be 
back in about 18 months, but only God knows the future! 
  
Much love from us all, 
Andy, Rachel, Haydn and Daniel 
xxxx 
 
Things to pray for the month ahead: 

• Thanks for good times with precious people in the UK. 
• Thanks that God has looked after us and provided all we need whilst back. 
• Ask for peace as we settle back into life in Zambia. 
• Ask for patience and working together as Rachel gets final things ready to 

home school the boys from September. 
• Ask for safe travels all the way back to our home at PIZ. 



1st Cheltenham Coy.  
The Boys’ Brigade  

and Girls’ Association  
Re-Enrolment Service 

Friday 14th October 7pm   
This year the BB/GA Enrolment service will be in Church on a 

Friday evening starting at 7pm. The BB/GA is one of Gas 
Green Baptist Church’s evangelistic arms to young people. 

Your presence and prayerful support is wanted indeed essential 
to this ongoing ministry amongst boys and girls.  

The Officers and Members are looking forward to welcoming 
you. 

 
 
 

 
 

REMEMBER! Clocks go back 1 hour on Sunday 30th October 
 
 

 

WELCOMER ROTA 

October 2nd Debbie L November 6th Debbie L 

October 9th Pete & Olive November 13th Pete & Olive 

October 16th Iain & Val November 20th Iain & Val 

October 23rd Debbie H November 27th Debbie H 

October 30th (Community Sunday)   
 



All in the month of OCTOBER 
 
It was: 
 
250 years ago, on 21st October 1772 that Samuel Taylor Coleridge was born. He co-
founded (with William Wordsworth) the Romantic Movement of poetry. Best known 
for The Rime of the Ancient Mariner and Kubla Khan. 

 
200 years ago, on 20th October 1822 that the Sunday Times newspaper was first 
published in the UK.  
 
175 years ago, on 6th October 1847 that Charlotte Bronte’s novel Jane Eyre was first 
published, under the penname of Currer Bell. 
 
150 years ago, on 11th October 1872 that Emily Davison, British suffragette, was 
born. A militant fighter for her cause, she died after being hit by the King’s horse at 
the 1913 Derby. 
 
Also 150 years ago, on 12th October 1872 that Ralph Vaughan Williams, British 
composer, was born. 
 
100 years ago, on 18th October 1922 that the BBC was officially founded as the 
British Broadcasting Company (now the British Broadcasting Corporation.) 
 
Also 100 years ago, on 24th October 1922 that George Cadbury died. He had 
transformed his father’s chocolate and cocoa business into one of the world’s most 
successful companies.  He also provided low-cost housing and improved working 
conditions for his employees. 
 
90 years ago, on 1st October 1932, that the British Union of Fascists was founded by 
Oswald Mosley. It was banned by the British Government in 1940 and dissolved. 
 
80 years ago, from 23rd October to 5th November 1942 that the Second Battle of El-
Alamein in Egypt took place. This important Allied victory marked the beginning of 
the end for the Axis in North Africa. 
 
Also 80 years ago, on 30th October 1942 that crew members from the British 
destroyer HMS Petard retrieved codebooks from the German submarine U-559, 
enabling cryptographers at Bletchley Park to decipher the version of the Enigma 
code used by U-boats. 
 
70 years ago, on 6th October 1952 that the world premiere of Agatha Christie’s play, 
The Mousetrap opened in Nottingham. It then opened in London on 25th November, 



and is still running, making it the world’s longest-running play. It has been performed 
more than 28,000 times. 
 
65 years ago, on 9th October 1957 that the Lovell Telescope began operating at the 
Jodrell Bank Observatory in Cheshire. At the time it was the world’s largest steerable 
dish radio telescope. Now it is the third largest. It played an important role in the 
early days of space launches, as it was the only radio telescope that could detect the 
weak signals from rockets, satellites and space probes.   
 
60 years ago, on 11th October 1962 that the Second Vatican Council opened. 
(Ended November 1965.) 
 
Also 60 years ago, on 15th October 1962 that British weather forecasts switched from 
the Fahrenheit scale to Celsius. 
 
Also 60 years ago, from 16th to 28th October 1962 that the Cuban missile crisis 
began when the USA discovered that the Soviet Union had deployed ballistic 
missiles in Cuba. After days of tense negotiations the Soviet Union agreed to 
dismantle and remove the weapons.  In exchange, the USA agreed not to invade 
Cuba, and to remove its own ballistic missiles from Turkey and Italy that were 
targeting the Soviet Union. Historians believe that the crisis was the closest the two 
countries has come to full-scale nuclear war.   
 
40 years ago, on 11th October 1982 that Henry VIII’s flagship the Mary Rose was 
raised from the bottom of the Solent, off the coast of southern England, 437 years 
after it sank. 
 
30 years ago, on 13th October 1992 that the British Government announced that 31 
of the country’s 50 remaining deep coal mines would close by March 1993, putting 
31,000 miners out of work. Six mines were closed immediately. 
 
25 years ago, from 29th October to 24th November, that the Iraq disarmament crisis 
took place. Iraq had ordered all US members of UNSCOM, the United Nations 
Security Council’s weapons inspection team, to leave. After tense negotiations with 
President Saddam Hussein, who briefly let them return, they left again in 1998, and 
did not return until November 2002. The crisis ended in March 2003 when the US 
invaded Iraq. 
 
20 years ago – on 4th October 2002 that American terrorist, Richard Reid, ‘the shoe 
bomber’, pleaded guilty to trying to blow up a transatlantic flight using explosives 
hidden in his shoes. In January 2003 he was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
 
 



 



WORDSEARCH FOR OCTOBER 
 
With October, autumn is underway – the leaves are turning gold, the chilly nights are 
closing in and the shops are full of Halloween things. Our ancestors were frightened 
of the dark and cold of winter, and feared that evil things might attack them. So they 
lit fires and wore frightening masks, to ward off evil spirits. But Christianity taught a 
much better way:  it taught that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that when He 
died for us on the cross, He overcame all the powers of evil that there are.  So we 
don’t need charms to ward off evil, we just need to turn to Jesus in prayer. He will 
protect us from any power of darkness that menaces our lives.   The Psalms say that 
He is our shield and protector! 

Words to find: 

Autumn, Gold, Night, Dark, Pumpkin, Sweets, Saints, Goodness, Saving, Prayer, 
Protection, Light, Jesus, Son, Fearless, School, Exams, Half term, Coal, Leaves, 

Bonfires, Sneeze, Scarves, Soup. 
 



 

 

DIARY FOR October & November 2022 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.00 am   LUNCH CLUB / COFFEE MORNING 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
   7.30 pm    COMMUNITY CHOIR 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOME GROUP or 7.30 pm PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

 
The December/January issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 27th Nov. 

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 13th Nov. (written) or by 20th Nov. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: OCTOBER 
SUNDAY 2nd 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
Monday 3rd 7.00 pm Youth Centre Committee at Village Road 
Wednesday 5th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 9th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Wednesday 12th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 
Friday 14th 7.00 pm BB/GA Annual Re-Enrolment Service 
SUNDAY 16th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 

Wednesday 19th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 23rd 10.45 am Debbie Hunt 
Wednesday 26th 7.30 pm Prayer & Praise 

Friday 28th 
3.00 pm Light Party for children aged 5-11 
5.30 pm Brigade Leaders’ Meeting 

SUNDAY 30th 10.00 am Community Sunday 
(No Morning Worship today) 

Monday 31st 7.30 pm Table Talk 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 2nd 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 6th 10.45 am Pastoral Share Service (Communion) 

Wednesday 9th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 

SUNDAY 13th 10.45 am REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (Parade) 
Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Monday 14th 5 to 6 pm Inter-Faith Week event 
Wednesday 16th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 20th 10.45 am Tony Wilkes (Communion) 
Wednesday 23rd 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 
SUNDAY 27th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Monday 28th 7.30 pm Table Talk 
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