
  

CONTACT 
December 2020 / January 2021 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 
If you would like to find 

out more about the 
Church and its activities, 
more details can be found 
on our website: 
   www.gasgreen.org.uk 
  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 
touch via any of the contact details 
given below: 
 
Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 
Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 
E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 
Tony Dymock 
Tel: 01242 244594 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

 

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 
Tel: 01242 583235 
E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 
Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   
Tony Dymock   
Tel: 01242 244594  
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 
please - see back page for magazine 
deadline.  

 
Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  
(Tel: 01242 244594 or 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  
by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  
E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 
by 12 midday Wednesday. 
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Christmas is a remembering of when God stepped across the divide 
between himself and humanity, when he voluntarily became a 

helpless baby. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Have you ever thought… how odd that idea is? 

... why he might have done that? 
…. that YOU might be the reason? 

 
The Invitation to you this year, of all years, this Advent 

(when we prepare ourselves for Christmas) 
Is to put the enclosed gift* into a pocket, purse cutlery drawer  

– anywhere you will frequently stumble upon it –  
And each time you find it, to ponder again that Jesus is born… 

Born not only 2000 years ago for the world, 
but also born this year into your world, your space, your heart; 

& to hold that thought, 
like Jesus’ mother Mary, in your mind, 

as you accelerate into the frenzy of the festival. 
 

 
 

*The gift will be posted to you or given by hand 



 
 

Hello everyone, and a very Happy Christmas to you!  
This year has been overrun by one thing, Covid–19. No matter who we are, we 

have been affected in some way. From the first Lockdown, March to May, followed by 
various Covid rules, including the closing of Churches, through to the present less 
severe Lockdown 2 that may have been lifted by the time you are reading this letter. 
The year has been full of frustration, inconvenience, pain and disappointment for 
many, cancelled weddings, limited numbers at funerals and weddings. There have 
been thousands of talks given on Facebook and other media sites proclaiming the joy 
of the risen Lord to sustain, encourage and remind us that the world is not in the end 
times but in the grip of the result of selfish human activity. 

Jesus born in Bethlehem heralded what has become Christmas. The reason for 
Jesus being born in Bethlehem was to fulfil the prophets (Micah 5:2) and God used 
the Romans’ desire to know how many people there were in the kingdom to fulfil his 
plan. Power and control were the two weapons of the Roman Empire. As an invading 
force they had the power to control the Israelites who were eagerly awaiting their 
redeemer to free them from the tyranny and power of the Romans. The prophets of 
old prophesied that the saviour would come (Isaiah 9:1-7) and as a nation the 
Israelites held onto this even though they suffered exile and persecution from many 
different sources over many years. 

Before Jesus was born, an angel visited Mary, only a teenager, (Luke 1:26-38) to 
reassure her that her pregnancy was of God and not to be afraid. Joseph was also 
encouraged: so much so that he took Mary on a donkey the approx. 90 miles from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem to be counted in their home town. After Jesus was born the 
shepherds journeyed to Bethlehem following a rousing chorus from the heavenly host 
driving them to Bethlehem with the only gift they had, a new born lamb (Luke 2:8-20). 
Then after a few days (maybe a couple of weeks) the Wise men arrived bearing more 
gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh after having a chat with King Herod (Matt 2:1-
12) to get the final directions to Bethlehem. The stable is getting full of things as 
always happens when babies are born. But in the night the Wise Men and Joseph 
have dreams when they are instructed what to do next. The Wise men go home 
another way and not to call in on Herod, (Matt 2:12) he only wants to kill the new 
‘king’, while Joseph has to take Mary and Jesus off to Egypt (Matt 2:13-23). It’s all go.  

It will be ‘all go’ for us too when Covid is harnessed, and it will be, although it will 
never, like the flu go away for ever, it’ll always be here. Jesus also says I’ll always be 
here, even until the end of the age (Matt 28:20). Scientists will continue trying to 
eradicate Covid, as people will Jesus, but will we at this festive time remind people of 
the everlasting Lord Jesus who came that we might have life in all its fullness. (John 
10:10) 

The Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and give you peace, and a blessed New Year.  Your brother in Christ. 

 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for situations and all our friends near and far. 
Please pray for: 

Pam Jenner 
Vic Rodriguez 

 Mary Beddows & David Beddows 
Gill Higgins 
John Kirby 

Paul Guns & Family 
Nick Fawcett  

I spoke too soon! In our last issue we spoke of returning to church and here we are again in the 
comfort of our homes back on our Zoom Services.  This does mean that many of our church 
family are unable to join us, which is a shame, but all are provided with service sheets giving 
them the ability to follow the services. 

Communication has become an amazing tool this year, with people picking up the phone, 
connecting on Zoom, writing a letter, or joining for a socially distanced walk. All these have kept 
us connected and part of the Gas Green Church fellowship. 

Prayer I feel has been the greatest tool of all. I can’t remember the last time that I received so 
many requests for prayer which is amazing, we as a church are coming together and praying for 
needs, individuals, projects and as we know prayer is a very powerful tool. 

When we look back on 2020 we will of course remember all the people lost due to this awful 
disease and their families.  But we will also remember the outreach of communities.  Neighbours 
going the extra mile for those around them.  People getting to know one another by whatever 
means of communication they have available.  These are all things that we unfortunately may 
not have seen had we not been in this situation. 

The church has been busy with so many working on behalf of the church.  Food deliveries, 
service sheet deliveries, connecting with the local children during the summer, autumn and 
winter months.   

In addition to our friends above I have a few items that I would also ask you to pray for: 

• Our Pastoral Care team as they try to keep everyone connected and to feel part of our 
church family.  Our outreach extends to group members who attend the church and the 
Youth Centre but we recognise there is much still to do – Lord we ask you for your help 
and guidance on how to fulfil these needs. 

• Young People – An ever changing time for those at School and University.  I am sure 
those who have attended have enjoyed seeing their friends and learning with others 
rather than on their own.  We continue to pray for our young people as they come to the 
end of the school year. 

• We pray for NHS Workers and Teachers, all key workers who have kept going and 
providing services throughout the year. 



• WEBOX   - I am pleased to confirm that £1500 was donated to the WEBOX appeal this 
year, a staggering amount.   A very different approach this year but still very well 
received.  I am sure you will agree we are thankful that the children will again receive 
gifts at Christmas. 

If you have any thoughts or concerns please speak to Iain, one of the Deacons or your Pastoral 
Care leader.  Please also ensure that if there is anyone you would like our fellowship to include 
in their prayers let us know and they can also include their names in our prayer guide  

Every blessing,    

Debbie x 

 
 

GAS GREEN BAPTIST CHURCH MONTHLY PRAYER CALENDAR  
DECEMBER 2020 and JANUARY 2021 

Please take a moment to remember the named person in prayer 
 

December January 
1st Tony Dymock 1st Debbie Lake 
2nd Pete Keyte 2nd Ernie Hall 
3rd Debbie Hunt 3rd Trevor Howard 
4th Tony Wilkes 4th Marian Lee 
5th  Helen Guns 5th Wendy Guns 
6th  Olive Keyte 6th Val Hoskins 
7th Adam Woodcock (BB) 7th Tina Meredith 
8th Michael Meredith(BB) 8th Phil Sidey (BB) 
9th Jason Woodcock (BB) 9th Gill Higgins 

10th Sharon Kedward 10th Alan Green (YC/Scouts) 

11th Elaine Green(YC/Scouts) 11th Sue Aston 
12th Ted Aston 12th Mary Beddow 
13th David Beddow 13th Jim Clarke 
14th Alan Davies 14th Janet Davies 
15th Derek Donovan 15th Pat Donovan 
16th Hazel Dymock 16th David Ferkin 
17th Jackie Ferkin 17th Charles Goodwin 
18th Peter Guns 18th Miriam Hall 
19th Iain Hoskins 19th Pam Hall 
20th Eve Jackson 20th Jennifer Jackson 
21st Pam Jenner 21st Eden Kedward 
22nd Ruben Kedward 23rd Ked Kedward 
23rd Brian Meredith 23rd Harriet Meredith 
24th Sue Pittman 24th Jane Rimell 
25th John Rimell 25th Eileen Robinson 
26th Vic Rodriguez 26th Faye Sidey 
27th Hazel Swinford 27th Wendy Twining 
28th Caro Day 28th Vicki Lyons 
29th Trinny Marsh 29th Debbie Bonanos 
30th Cath Robinson 30th Pauline Walker 
31st Robert Thang 31st Winkfield House 

 



Helen and Wit  
Boondeekhun  
Boondeekhun's Bulletin 
October 2020 
 
www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun 
 
 

Dear Friends 
Greetings from the church in Wang Daeng. 
Over the past two months there have been 
some new developments: we have seen 
several more folks come to faith, including 
the first man; others in the community and 
beyond are opening up to the gospel; a 
new Bible study group has begun; our two 
teenage believers, Bam and Tan, are 
growing in their faith; Fluk has passed his 
probationary period and is doing well; the 
'Sala' is proving to be a popular meeting 
place, especially with the delicious food 
and snacks to be found there; a care group 
will start next month in the neighbouring 
sub- district of Ban Keng, and our believers 
are preparing for baptism. Unfortunately, 
it's not all good news with Suree's husband 
Got slipping back into heavy drinking and 
refusing to come to church. We have also 
lost some of the older boys from the 
football team, who are now teenagers and 
are finding other pursuits more attractive. 
In addition, those believers who were 'too 
busy' to attend church or Bible study are 
beginning to lose their faith and fall back 
into old practices. Despite this we are 
feeling very positive about the way things 
are going and are expecting great things 
from God in the future. 

 

 
Health-wise, we're both doing well, 
although Wit's neck pain and sleep apnoea 
mean he never gets a full night's sleep. 
Also, work has been pretty hectic of late, 
which has been tiring. Fortunately we have 
had the opportunity to get away for a few 
days to the neighbouring province of 
Sukhothai for some rest and relaxation. 
Due to the Covid 19 crisis we haven't been 
able to visit the UK this year, and although 
we have kept in touch via the internet we 
have really missed seeing our children, 
family and friends. We were delighted 
therefore when we heard recently that our 
Home Assignment will definitely be going 
ahead in March and April next year. 

From 23rd to 26th October we welcomed a 
mission team from Sang Sawang Baptist, 
our partner church in Bangkok. Ajarn Gee 
and team ran a youth camp for a group of 
20 youngsters from our English classes   

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun


and football team. They had an amazing 
time learning about God through music, 
stories, crafts and team games. In addition 
there was another team, led by Ajarn Wirat 
and Ajarn Poonsook, who went visiting, 
prayed for the sick, shared testimonies, and 
participated in Sunday worship. The 
highlight though was the Saturday evening 
rally, which saw our hall packed with over 
30 adults, including several people from the 
local community who heard about Jesus for 
the first time. We believe that this visit will 
have a lasting impact on the spiritual 
landscape of Wang Daeng. 

We have been encouraging our believers to 
share their faith in a natural way with their 
families and neighbours, and have been 
excited to see the fruit of this as several 
more people have accepted Christ. These 
include Charl, Gaew and Kwan, the sister 
and nieces of Prathum 2, and Sanay, 
Wanna's husband.  

Others who were previously opposed are 
now becoming more open such as Prathum 
1's husband Pimpa, and Suree's son Bank 
and daughter-in-law Som. Som, 
incidentally, has just decided to join the 
sewing project. 

Give thanks for everything that God has 
been doing, and please pray for all the 
individuals and situations mentioned above. 

Pray too for Prathum 1 who is recovering 
well after her operation and is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy. Please also 
remember to pray for Kwan's healing from 
paralysis. 

Pray for our church family camp from 25th 
to 27th November in Lampang province. 

Pray for wisdom in planning our Christmas 
outreach events in December. 

Thank you all so much for your support and 
prayers. Blessings in Christ 

Wit & Helen

 
 

If you would like to support Helen and Wit Boondeekhun by prayer 
and committed regular giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners  
or call 01235 517617 for a 24:7 Partners leaflet. 
 

 
 
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA   Tel: 01235 517700 
mail@bmsworldmission.org bmsworldmission.org 

 
The Baptist  Missionary  Society:  registered  in England  and Wales  as a charity  (number  1174364)  and a company  limited  by guarantee 
(number 10849689) 

mailto:mail@bmsworldmission.org


Thinking about 

The Big Bang 
Prof. Chris Done 

In the beginning God said let there be 
light…. And there was a radiation 
dominated early Universe! 
How the Universe began is one of the 
big questions addressed by all cultures 
and religions. But one of the most 
amazing aspects of modern science is 
that we can also begin to answer this 
question from evidence. There is solid 
and compelling evidence that the 
entire Universe had an origin, termed 
the ‘Big Bang’, a moment of creation 
about 13.5 billion years ago. We see 
this origin dynamically imprinted on the 
structure of our Universe – all the 
galaxies (apart from the very closest 
ones like Andromeda) are moving 
away from each other. But if galaxies 
are currently expanding 
away from each other, 
then in the past they 
must have been closer 
together. Extrapolating 
back further still, they 
would all be on top of 
each other – hence the idea of an 
explosive beginning, all matter 
streaming away from a single point. 
Space and time are created at this 
point as well, and the Universe was 
too hot for matter to exist, even as the

most basic particles, so the energy 
which is now in matter was then in 
radiation – light. 
 
How do we merge this with the biblical 
account? In many ways, they resonate 
well. The scientific evidence points 
overwhelmingly to a moment of 
creation in the Big Bang, and the Bible 
talks of a God who made everything 
out of nothing – and it even starts with 
light, which matches to a radiation 
dominated early Universe for the literal 
minded! 

The only obvious 
issue with taking the 
first few sentences 
of Genesis literally is 
a timescale; but 
actually, the Bible 
itself is not that clear 
about a literal six 

day creation either. Augustine of 
Hippo, one of the great theologians 
and fathers of the early Church, wrote 
a book called ‘The Literal meaning of 
Genesis’ in 408AD, long before 
anyone had any need to be defensive 
about a completely literal interpretation 
of Genesis. Yet in his assessment of 
the creation account he said, ‘what 
kind of days these are is very difficult, 
and perhaps impossible, to 
understand’, and he urged that we 
should be willing to change our minds 
about how we interpret it in the light of 
new evidence. 

  

How 
did the 

Universe 
begin? 

Is the 
Scientific 
answer in 

conflict with 
the Bible? 



Augustine, then, would probably have 
no issue with the current ‘Big Bang’ 
picture of the creation of the Universe. 
Instead of attributing the creation of 
the world to God only until we have a 
scientific explanation, we worship God 
as creator in the light of the scientific 
explanation. If we only let God have 
the glory for the amazing things that 
we cannot explain, then it can lead to 

 
an unhelpful ‘God of the gaps’ picture - 
we cannot currently explain how the 
Universe came into being, so it must 
be God; we cannot currently explain 
how life ultimately began so it must be 
God; we cannot currently explain 
human consciousness so it must be 
God. But then 
the place of 
God is only in 
the ‘gaps’ in 
our knowledge. And, as our scientific 
knowledge grows and some of the 
gaps get filled in, the space for God 
seems smaller. 
 
With this view, science can be seen as 
a threat to faith; whereas for me the 
more we know about the vast, yet 
intricate and beautiful Universe we live 
in, the bigger and more awe-inspiring 
is the God who made it all. Here, 
instead of science being a threat to 
faith, it’s a way of understanding more 
about the greatness of God.

But science alone cannot reveal much 
more about the nature of God apart 
from the fact he is infinitely greater 
than we are. We do not have the 
power to create a Universe out of 
nothing, and the God who has done 
this is far beyond our understanding, 
and we can only know him because he 
chose to reveal himself to us. This is 
what he has done in the Bible; it is a 
record of God progressively revealing 
himself to us. It is not a science 
textbook – for which we should all be 
deeply grateful, 
since science 
textbooks are 
generally hard 
work to read and 
quite dull! Even 
when the Bible 
talks about how 
the Universe 
began, and how 
life began, it is 
not concerned 
so much with the how (questions 
which can be addressed by science), 
but with the why and most importantly, 
for whom – a question which science 
simply cannot even ask. Reading the 
Bible in this way, the creation account 
in Genesis is then not necessarily a 
picture of a radiation dominated early 
Universe, but a picture of its Creator. 
And the ultimate revelation of the 
nature of God is Jesus, through whom 
God explains his love in a way we can 
understand. 

 
Chris Done is a Professor of Astrophysics at Durham University, researching black holes. She did her 

PhD at Cambridge and then worked for NASA. She leads Alpha courses at her local church, and 
appeared in the BBC Songs of Praise episode marking the International Year of Astronomy. 

This article is one of a series of short leaflets produced by Christians in Science (www.cis.org.uk) 

How do we 
interpret Genesis? 

Instead of 
science being a 
threat to faith, 

it’s a way of 
understanding 

more of the 
greatness of 

God 



LIGHT TRAIL 
 

When the Holiday at Home bags 
finished at the end of August the hope 
was that life would return to some 
semblance of normality. Although 
schools returned in September and 
some groups were able to restart it 
soon became obvious there was no 
return to normality. At the end of 
September it became obvious that we 
would be unable to have the usual 
Light Party in October. There was a 
desire to build on the links and 
relationships fostered over the summer 
but in what form? God can speak to us 
in many ways and it was through an 
advert on the Internet that I saw a 
Light Trail. 
 
Two minds are certainly better than 
one especially if the second mind 
belongs to Sharon. We met to discuss 
what we could do and amazingly she 
too had the idea of a Light Trail. 
Sharon’s was for an indoor trail 
whereas mine was outdoors. We 
decided to go for outdoors, as this 
would be safer and resemble more the 
Trick and Treat that the children would 
be unable to participate this year. 

 
The plan was Iain would find us 6 
houses willing to put a light and clue in 
their window from 6-8pm on Saturday 
31st October. Sharon would prepare 
the clues and find some prizes. I would  
organize a bag with story of the Ten 
Virgins with some craft activities 
associated with the parable. 

 
As with all these ideas we were 
excited and prepared but would 
anyone come. Yes they would and did! 
We had 16 children and their families 
who arrived to find a beautifully 
decorated church inside and out – 
Sharon style – so it looked wonderful. 
 

 
The first clue was in the church so we 
could explain what they had to do. 
They were given a sheet, a pen and a 
keying torch to help them find their 
way! 
 

 
We had given a window of 6-8pm so 
did not have everyone turning up at 



the same time. We also kept staffing to 
a minimum so to try and keep to the 
rule of 6. The first family arrived at 
5.45 they were so keen. Others 
followed and went out to search for 
clues. All returned safely to collect 
their prize. The families were very 
happy with the event and one family 
sent me a photo the next day of one of 
the craft activities-a concertina candle. 

The ‘what next’ is always the question 
and we wait for December 2nd to find 
out how we can celebrate Christmas 
with these families associated with our 
church. Please pray that the children 
and their families will hear the 
message that God loves and cares for 
them. 

Val Hoskins 
 
 
 
 

CONFUSING COVID 
From Catherine Robinson 

On Friday 30th October, I was admitted into Gloucestershire Royal Hospital with 
heart problems. After being there all morning being given tests, later at about 
4.30 pm, whilst they were moving me to a ward, I was given a Covid swab test and 
was put on a heart monitor. 

The following day, approx. 7 am, the nurse in charge told me my Covid test was 
inconclusive, But they were treating it as positive. They then gave me a second test 
at that time. When the result of that test came back later in the day, it proved to be 
negative. This was just before my returning home in the evening. 

A text on my phone told me I had to self-isolate as I had had a test that was 
positive. 

Sunday – A phone call told me they were going to investigate, as I should not 
have had 2 tests so close together with different results. (This was from Track & 
Trace). 

Thursday 5th November – A phone call from NHS England, from a doctor, told me 
there wasn’t enough evidence to prove I had Covid. Therefore I had no need to self-
isolate. 

My family, who were also self-isolating, when contacting the doctor were also told 
they did not have to self-isolate. 

Throughout I have felt well and free from Covid symptoms. I thank you all for your 
prayers during this difficult time. 

Much Love, 

Catherine   X 
 



 Community Choir 
 
The Community Choir was one of the 
first activities of the Church to close 
back in March. Since then members 
have been keeping in touch through 
Vicki Lyons the administrator of news 
and information. Several times folk 
have met up for coffee on a Saturday 
morning, adhering strictly to Covid 
regulations, checking out how 
everyone is keeping and ensuring that 
there is support for those most 
affected. While we’ve not been 
singing, John and Bonnie have been 
taking part in virtual ukulele sessions, 
while others have been joining in 
virtual choir with singing exercises 
with, I believe Gareth Malone, but I 
may be wrong. Either way there have 
been many people finding other ways 
to enjoy their music and that is 
wonderful. While some have been 
practising their singing, John Kerby 
has been in and out of hospital but 
now home with Covid as his 

accompanist. John’s grown a beard, 
white, which meant that Miriam walked 
past him in the street, sorry John. Gill 
Higgins has been into hospital and had 
a long-awaited new knee fitted. She is 
now recovering well. Others like 
Janice, Bonnie, AJ and his Uncle Paul 
have been in touch to check that all 
are well. AJ now attends the ‘Heart of 
the Forest School’ in the Forest of 
Dean and no longer comes to his 
school on Bournside Road. The most 
exciting activity this term will be the 
Doorstep Carols December 16th at 6-
30. Standing on the street, with social 
distancing and David, Choir master, on 
the keyboard. Download the carols to 
your phone or iPad from 
www.doorstepcarols.org  an activity 
from BBC Radio Shropshire. 
 
Every blessing to you all for a 
wonderful Christmas and looking 
forward to seeing everyone in 2021.  

 

 

http://www.doorstepcarols.org/


              
There have been many stops and starts 
during recent months due to varying 
Covid regulations. This has meant that 
some people associated with Gas Green 
and its various activities haven’t been 
seen for a long time, but that doesn’t 
mean we haven’t been in touch.  

One such activity is the Lunch Club. 
Hopefully (I'm an optimist) in the New 
Year we will be able to join again in the 
Lunch Club in some form or other, but in 
the In the meantime you can be assured 
that there are many people - Doreen, 
Pauline, Grace, Jean, Janet, Val (not 
Hoskins), Cassie with little, not that little 
now, Toby, Ryan, Elaine and Alan our 
caring organisers, Pam (the old Lady) as 
some refer to her, Sue Pitman and Pauline 
Walker from Townsend Street, Margaret 
and sister, Marian, Cath, Paul, Nicki, Peter 
and Helen, Hazel, Val and Iain, Pete and 
Olive, Rose and friend Pauline plus all of 
the guys from Winkfield House, Dan, 

Chloe, Faye, Megan, Maria along with 
carers Gill, Ian, Sue (can’t remember all of 
their names) are all doing well and looking 
forward to the Lunch Club meeting again. 

This list may not have everyone who 
attends the Lunch Club, I hope that if you 
come to the Lunch Club you will not feel 
excluded but loved as with everyone else 
– we are waiting to meet you again. In the 
meantime, we remember you all in our 
prayers and look forward to welcoming 
you and new faces into the Gas Green 
Youth Centre Baker Street. Every blessing 
to you all for a wonderful Christmas and 
looking forward to seeing everyone in 
2021.  

 



 
1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 
At the time the last issue of “Contact” was published, we were looking forward with 

anticipation to re-starting activities following an enforced 6-month break. 
Whilst, understandably, a few families still had particular concerns, it is good to 

report that over the following weeks around 80% of the members from earlier in the 
year returned. We were even pleased to welcome one or two new members, 
although limits on the numbers that could be catered for meant that there had been 
no specific recruiting drive. 

National HQ produced a new suggested programme of activities that could be 
carried out in a socially-distanced way. Tesco gave practical help by donating 
cleaning and sanitising materials. Financially, a Covid-recovery grant channelled 
through the county Battalion helped cover the extra expenses involved, and partially 
compensated for the loss of most of our income over the previous 6 months. 

It was therefore disappointing at the start of November to have to again 
temporarily cease face-to-face activities. We now again look forward to whatever the 
future may hold. 

Please continue to pray for all concerned as they seek to overcome the 
challenges of these times, whilst continuing to work towards the Object of advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom amongst the Boys and Girls in our care. 

Tony Dymock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

January 13th  Marian Lee 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details 



Walking the dogs Part 3 – Winter and Lockdown 2 

I ask myself “where did summer go and what happened to those 
halcyon days  
before corona virus changed our world and cancelled all our 
planned holidays?” 
 

So Lockdown’s returned and agility spurned and Christmas Shopping’s been put on 
hold, 
But I can still walk the dogs now wrapped in warm togs as I wait for the pandemic to 
unfold. 
 
I can go where I please, but avoid all the trees with the rope ball they so love to chase. 
It’s an amazing sight to see them in flight as they hurtle around at great pace. 
 
Mud is a curse, and with rain it gets worse, until Willow is all one shade, 
She’s had so many showers, that now on the landing she cowers as I call from the bath 
where I’m laid. 
 
My dogs are my soul mates, they are always there to give comfort when I’m feeling 
down, 
They’re there at the door when I come home from work, with a lick and a wag, not a 
frown. 
 
If not the rain, then its sciatica pain that stops me enjoying a hike, 
l hobble along and perhaps sing a song, and wonder “should I get a bike?” 
 
As winter sets in, I know it’s a sin, but I crave those warm summer nights 
Going out in the dark to a large unlit park, can really give me the frights. 
 
We’re told that this lockdown will be just a month, that our Lord’s birth will be celebrated 
Whether in twos or threes or whole families, it’s an event that should be not 
understated. 
 
How ever much we drink and eat, the dogs still want their walk just the same, 
So out we must go, and trudge through the snow.  But no, white Christmases are no 
more, what a shame. 
 
I often wonder what goes through dogs’ minds about their owners’ behaviour and ways, 
All this putting on coats and hats and boots, must surely waste so much of our days. 
 
Each morning I go to the one same park and follow the circular path round, at the 
weekend when no one else is yet up, you can barely hear any sound.  
 
Alone I walk and day dream or try to make up some smart rhyme, then other days 
there’s a whole group of hardy folk, with whom I can pass the time. 
 
When weary, I sit by the skate park, and watch the kids on their scooters and boards, it 
was opened during Covid distancing rules, yet they still seem to flock there in hoards. 
 
The dogs lie beside me and take time out to rest from their endless game, but soon 
they get restless and nudge me to move and so on another circuit we go once again. 
 
Finally, we have some good news! Trump is out, we hear  
and a vaccine is offering us all the hope of a better life next year. 
 
Of troubles and trials and the grief we’ve suffered, the dogs simply don’t have a clue, 
So if reincarnation were really a choice, then I’d like to come back as one too! 
 
Debbie Hunt 



Leslie Butt was the Grandfather of the current CEO of Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
He died about 2 weeks after he wrote this poem, aged 30. 

“A Memory to the Fallen” 
Written by Leslie G Butt, Flight/Lieutenant,  

a RAF Volunteer Reserve – 1914 – 1944 
 

They came, those sons of Freedom, from the homes they loved so well, 
To break the biggest evil, of a living, heathen hell. 

From Commonwealth and Colony, from lands across the sea 
To give their lives, with British lads, to die for you – and me. 

The life blood of an Empire, in Freedom’s bondage bound, 
flowing forth in Freedom’s cause, a world of peace to found. 

Their emblems were the maple leaf, the fern and kangaroo, 
the scimitar and diadem, the rose and thistle too. 

But their common aim was all the same - for Freedom’s cause to fight 
That we might live, and learn to give – in justice, truth and right. 

And so, the homes they loved so well, they left with aching heart, 
And took the Sword of Heritage, and rose to play their part. 

Came the miners from the Mendips, from the Highlands, from the Hills, 
From east and west of London Town, from the northern cotton mills. 

The cottage in the Cotswolds, the Portals of Pall Mall 
Cast the same undaunted spirit as the shadow of Scap Fell. 

They had no lust for conquest of another nation’s soil 
They only asked for freedom to carry on their toil. 

To live, and laugh, and love, at will and think unfettered thought 
The freedom that their fathers found by life and blood had bought. 

And now we see their names rise up, “They died so we might live” 
Oh God, grant us the courage too, that we ourselves may give. 

And, giving, learn to play our part as those who’ve gone before 
That life be always free for all… unchained for evermore. 

And with each setting of the sun – or when the heaven’s eastern hem 
is fringed by golden dawn - We will remember them. 

 



 
 

Beer Part 2 
 
Back in June I wrote about a place in 
Devon – my idea of heaven. 
A tiny place called Beer with no 
promenade or pier but we wouldn't be 
going there this year! 
 
So we began to think each day about 
when we would fly away 
To sun, sea and sand, in another land. 
But with Covid still with us our anxiety 
grew and in October we never flew to 
a week of peace in Greece! 
 
Instead Debbie gave me a call to say 
we could go to Devon after all and we 
had some lovely sunny days with just 
the sound of donkey's brays, as they 
were so near - as was Beer. 
 
At one time I couldn't understand why 
some people go to the same place 
year after year 
But then we found Beer! 
 
By Marian Lee 

An Unusual Kindness 
 
In our April / May issue Debbie Hunt 
explained what the above phrase 
means. Vicky, one of our choir 
members, was in her local chip shop 
when a young lad in front of her found 
he didn't have enough money to buy 
both a sausage and some chips so 
she gave the lady serving the change 
in her hand so he could have both. 
Both the lady serving, and the boy, 
were amazed at this act of kindness 
from a stranger. 
 
While on holiday recently in Devon 
something similar happened to us. We 
were in a car park near both Exeter 
Cathedral and the quays when we 
realised we had come out without 
much change. However, the Pay & 
Display machine had a telephone 
number to ring so you could pay by 
card but this didn't turn out to be as 
simple as it sounded and after 
pressing one number after another 
Debbie began to get rather stressed. 
 
lt was at this point that a young man 
came up behind us to use the machine 
and asked what the problem was. As 
Debbie explained I said "Oh never 
mind we'll just have to find another car 
park" but he asked us how much we 
needed and when I said £2 he gave it 
to us saying "Don't worry, I've got 
some more change in my car you don't 
need to find another car park" As 
Debbie proceeded to put the money 
into the machine I said to the young 
man "Thank you so much, I'm sure you 
will receive your reward in heaven!" lt 
felt good to be on the receiving end of 
an 'Act of Unusual kindness! 
 
Marian Lee 



 
Wishing you all every blessing this Christmas time 

With love from Pam 

Sending Christmas greetings to everyone at Gas Green from Gill x 

Christmas Greetings to all my Church family from Marian 

Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year 
to all our friends at Gas Green 

from Dave & Jackie Ferkin and Sue Aston 

We wish all our friends at Gas Green a very Happy Christmas. 
With love from the Guns family 

Olive and Pete wish all our Church family and friends a very Happy 
and Blessed Christmas. We hope you have a Good New Year and look 

forward to being back with you all at Church.  

Wishing a Merry Christmas to all our friends and family 
at Gas Green. Enjoy the Saviours Day!  

Love Tina, Brian, Harriette, Amy and James xxxxx 

Eve sends greetings to everyone wishing them a Happy Christmas  
and a Happy and Healthy New Year. Eve Jackson. 

A Christmas Prayer from the Lake family. We pray your spirit is full 
with hope, your heart is filled with joy and this time together is 
blessed with the Glory of God. May his love bring you peace at 

Christmas and always. 
Love Debbie, Nathan, Haley, Jacob, Eleanor xxx 

& Lily  



 

 

 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE : CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ACROSS 

1 O come, all ye _______ 

5 Gifts 

8 ________ get togethers 

9 _______ night, holy night 

11 Tree decorations 

13 We celebrate His birth 

15 Present decorations 

 

DOWN 

2 What Santa brings 

3 Used to tie a present 

4 Heavenly beings 

6 Dasher, Dancer, etc. 

7 Christmas songs 

10 Place for lights and ornaments 

12 Jolly old St. Nick 

14 Makes a white Christmas 
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WORD SEARCH : CHRISTMAS  
 
All the words listed below can be found in the puzzle – left, right, up, down or 
diagonally. Circle each letter of the words you find. The remaining letters can be 
re-arranged to spell the Mystery Word (See foot of page).  
 
Words to find: Advent, Angels, Beauty, Birth, Cards, Carols, Census, Children, 
Christ, Church, Creche, December, Family, Feast, Festival, Garland, Giving, 
Goodwill, Herod, Holiday, Holly, Holy, Icicles, Jesus, Joseph, Joy, Lights, Love, 
Magi, Manger, Mary, Merry, Music, Nativity, Noel, Pageants, Peace, Prayer, 
Santa, Season, Shepherd, Sleigh, Snow, Star, Stocking, Trees, Yule 
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S S T N A E G A P C I S U M Y 

T M S E A S O N R E Y A R P L 

O A U R Y L O H C N M N O E L 

C R S D E Y D E R S W O N S O 

K Y E L L D W E E U B I R T H 

I T J I A N I H C S T A R H P 

N U M H D A L Y H E L U Y G E 

G A D C V L L A E L M O D I S 

F E O R E R G D V C J B R L O 

L B R U N A T I V I T Y E A J 

T M E H T G B L V C T G H R C 

R A H C H E V O L I N S P E A 

E G T S A E F H M A N G E R R 

E I Y R R E M S L E I G H F D 

S A T N A S P T C H R I S T S 

The Mystery Word is : BETHLEHEM 



 
 

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION FOR CHELTENHAM: 

CAROLS BY CAR LIGHT 
 

On Sunday 20 December, Cheltenham’s churches will be organising a drive-in 
Christmas celebration for the whole of Cheltenham. 

Carols by Car Light will be held at Cheltenham Racecourse at 4pm and again at 
7pm. There will be well-known carols to join in with from the comfort of your own car, 
as well as Christmas readings and messages. Sound will be relayed to cars via a FM 

radio broadcast, and those attending will be able to tune in, and sing in their 
cars.  The event will be under an hour for each service.  

The event will also support Cheltenham Food Bank, helping them to provide food for 
local families throughout this Christmas and beyond. 

 
Richard Coombs, Rector of Cheltenham Minster with St Matthews said: 

“Lots of Christmas events have had to be postponed this year and many of us are 
uncertain about whether we can see family and friends or not. The Cheltenham 
churches wanted to do something to help us all celebrate Christmas despite the 

challenges. Our faith gives us hope and joy and we want to share that through this 
festive event.” 

We have space for over 500 cars at each Carol Service. 
You need to book your car space at www.lovecheltenham.org. There is a suggested 

donation of £3 per car – 100% of which will be given to Cheltenham Food Bank. 

http://www.lovecheltenham.org/


 

DIARY FOR Dec. 2020 & Jan. 2021 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED (Subject to Covid-19 Restrictions) 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY  10.00 am   BIBLE STUDY  (Alternate weeks) 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOUSE GROUP or PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

At the time of writing, it is not known what restrictions on gatherings may be in place 
from early December. It is, however, likely that continuing social distancing requirements 

will mean that numbers that can be accommodated at public worship will remain very 
limited.  Worshippers are therefore strongly advised to book a place beforehand  
(by the previous Friday) with Debbie Lake at: sundaybookings@gasgreen.org.uk  

 
On the first Sunday of each month, worship in church will be replaced by an online service, 

using ‘Zoom’. Everyone is welcome to join with us to worship in this way. 
Just go to: www.zoom.us/join and enter  

MeetingID = 836 7812 5771, Passcode = 993499 

Those without internet access can join by telephone: please ask the Minister or Secretary 
for details of how to do this.  

 
The February/March issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 31st Jan.  
Articles for inclusion to Tony by 17th Jan. (written) or by 24th Jan. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: DECEMBER 
SUNDAY 6th 11.00 am Debbie Hunt (‘Zoom’ online service) 
Monday 7th 7.00 pm Deacons Meeting 
Saturday 12th 10am-4pm Making Christmas Decorations 
SUNDAY 13th 10.45 am Trevor Howard 
Wednesday 16th 6.30 pm DOORSTEP CAROLS 

SUNDAY 20th 
10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 

4pm & 7pm CAROLS by CAR-LIGHT at the Racecourse 
Details inside magazine 

Thursday 24th 11.30 pm CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION: Debbie Hunt 
Friday 25th  10.30 am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE: Rev. Iain Hoskins 
SUNDAY 27th  No Service today 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JANUARY 
SUNDAY 3rd  11.00 am Tony Wilkes (‘Zoom’ online service) 
SUNDAY 10th  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Monday 11th  7.00 pm Church Meeting 
SUNDAY 17th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
SUNDAY 24th  10.45 am Service led by Pastoral Care Group Leaders 
SUNDAY 31st  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

mailto:sundaybookings@gasgreen.org.uk?subject=Booking%20Request%20for%20Sunday%20Worship
http://www.zoom.us/join
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