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Easter 2021 
 

This year’s Holy week  
 

Sunday 28th March  
Palm Sunday 11am on Zoom 

 

Monday 29th March 
Meditation of Judas 

Led by Iain  

                        7-7-30pm on Zoom 

 

Tuesday 30th March  
Meditation of Peter 

Led by Pete  

7-7-30pm on Zoom 

 

Wednesday 31st March 
Meditation of Mary Magdalene 

Led by Debbie H 

7-7-30pm on Zoom 

 

Thursday 1st April 
Seder meal (details to follow) 

7pm on Zoom 

 

Good Friday 2nd April 
Short Service 11am on Zoom 

 

   Easter Day Sunday 4th April 
10am Communion Service 

11am Service on the steps of Gas Green 
 

For Zoom details or more information  
contact: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 
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welcome to Monday of Holy Week.   
 
 

Let us prepare ourselves before the Lord 
 
Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
We are here not always sure why. 
But we are here, looking for, hoping for, something, 
something that will change our lives 
and bring us closer to you. 
I'm nervous too. 
I do and don’t want too big a shock, like you appearing before us. 
But I would like to be reassured that you love me, 
care for me and have a job for me to do. 
So, I grit my teeth,  
with childhood fear,  
tinged with childhood excitement not knowing what is to come. 
I am ready Lord, let the journey begin. 
Amen.  

 
The story so far…. 
 
 14-16 That is when one of the Twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot, went to the cabal of high 
priests and said, “What will you give me if I hand him over to you?” They settled on thirty 
silver pieces. He began looking for just the right moment to hand him over. 

The Traitor 

17 On the first of the Days of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and said, 
“Where do you want us to prepare your Passover meal?” 

18-19 He said, “Enter the city. Go up to a certain man and say, ‘The Teacher says, My time is 
near. I and my disciples plan to celebrate the Passover meal at your house.’” The disciples 
followed Jesus’ instructions to the letter, and prepared the Passover meal. 

20-21 After sunset, he and the Twelve were sitting around the table. During the meal, he said, 
“I have something hard but important to say to you: One of you is going to hand me over to 
the conspirators.” 
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Who is Judas Iscariot and how does a Man like him get 
to be A Man like him, and What can it Teach me? 

Matthew 26:14-25 

The reading throughout Holy Week set the scene for the final 

drama of Jesus’ mission. Judas has gone to the chief priests to 

make a deal for handing Jesus over to them. It may seem odd to 

reflect on this arch villain of popular history, this byword for 

treachery. After all, he has given his name to it; in my seventy 

odd years of life, I have seen many changes in fashion for baby 

boys’ names – from the liking for apostles’ names to the era of 

Waynes and Karls, Kylies and recently to a resurgence in Old 

Testament names – Joshua, Ezekiel, Zechariah – but I have never 

once met, known, or heard about anyone called Judas. 

 

To reflect on this man may seem odd, but I suggest that discomfort stems from an age old 

human instinct – to scapegoat. We like to leave Judas where he is because he can absorb 

some of the psychological and spiritual blame for what happened. Judas is the symbolic 

stereotype for year and years of blame attached to “Christ killers” which mask and destroy 

the value of the story, namely to self examine, allow myself to be the character in the story 

that betrays Jesus, and permit the change in me that God wants to happen by exposing my 

own emotions. 

 

Judas sells his master, hands him over, for 30 pieces of silver. The sum derives from a passage 

in Zechariah (11:11-13), where it is the wages paid to the shepherd (Zechariah himself) 

rejected by the people. He is then told by God to throw the money into the Temple treasury 

as a sign of God’s rejecting those who reject him. Judas, too, will throw back the money to 

the priests after realising what he has done. But why did he do it? What is the human being 

up to when it decides not just to ignore God, or deny Him, but to betray Him? 

What people will do for money, we might say! Modern estimates of the value of 30 prices of 

silver make interesting reading. They vary, and comparisons are difficult over 2000 years of 

culture and economic inflation. But the consensus is that it was not very much at all. Estimates 

range from a few hundred pounds to a few thousand – not even the value of the alabaster jar 

of perfume used to anoint Jesus feet. Judas the clever man, Judas the Treasurer, Judas the 

schemer, I suggest, did not do this for money, as evidenced by his later action. 

 

I reflect that Judas did this for a cocktail of reasons that are all recognizable in me, and perhaps 

you. They are emotions that I feel every day, and which affect my behaviour all the time. Judas 

is not alone. What he did is happening every day in you and me. 

 

Fear We betray Jesus when were frightened, when we feel God has not acted to save us. 

Judas must have sensed the tide was turning after the cleansing of the Temple. The acclaim 

of Galilee and the reception of the Palm Sunday crowd in Jerusalem was beginning to turn. 

Judas was intelligent enough to spot this, and it scared him. If they decided to “get” Jesus, 

they would not be merciful to his followers, he reasoned. 
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Life is sometime scary. We are scared when our finances look shaky, when our job is under 

threat, and when our health fails, or that of someone we love. Fear affects behaviour because 

self interest and self preservation kick in hard when we are actually threatened. In order to 

get in with, and stay in with, the people in the ascendancy, we are tempted to betray our 

beliefs – in the workplace, in the pub., in the school, in the street – Jesus is not always a safe 

companion to be seen with. 

 

Reflect/Pray about your fears. how do you address them, where do you leave them? 

 

Anger and Shame We betray Jesus when we are overlooked, when others 

seem to be advanced more than us. Judas was not one of the inner circle, perhaps he was 

envious – a very powerful motivator. Perhaps he was simply hurt. We too can put our own 

feelings above all other things at times, and in our behaviour towards others when are hurt, 

we betray Christ. 
In John 12 we read of the anointing of Jesus feet with a pound of pure nard. Again, estimates 

vary but this was worth far more than 30 pieces of silver, tens of thousands of pounds to us. 

Estimate put it as valuable as gold, ounce for ounce. Judas is exposed and humbled in this 

incident. He feels shame, and shame is a destructive emotion that goes right back to the 

Garden of Eden; it was shame that spoiled Adam’s relationship with God. 

The light exposed the darkness for all of us. And although the light of God is a loving light, its 

exposure of our sins is excruciating for us. The emotions that spring from that moment can 

either turn us to God, or stridently away from him in anger and self-defensive shame. 

We are tempted to betray Jesus when we’re humbled – instead of allowing humility to be our 

teacher we allow it to be our tempter. Judas was humbled in the incident of the anointing of 

Jesus feet but reacted wrongfully. Thomas Merton said, “Pride makes artificial; humility 

makes us real.” 

 

Reflect/Pray about your anger and shame. how do you address them, where do you 

leave them? 

 

Disappointment In Luke 24 we read of Jesus walking with disciples who did 

not recognise him on the road to Emmaus. They reveal the dashing of their true hopes. I verse 

21 they say “we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel”. To the very last, these 12 

chosen men carried tradition; messianic, nationalistic hopes in what it meant to “redeem 

Israel”. 
Judas was cleverer than them. He spotted it early – he came to realise that the acclaim given 

to Jesus on Palm Sunday was misplaced and Jesus was one rash act away from a Roman death 

sentence ( he was right of course). Yet deep within him he chose to ally himself to the 

traditional view, instead of the real view of messiah revealed by Jesus. 

 

We betray Jesus when we are disappointed and disillusioned. When God doesn’t match up to 

our expectations, definitions, predictions, our theology, and our theories – we feel let down 
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by Him, and we betray Him. Judas was sensing that Jesus meant what he said about not being 

King, about not overthrowing the Romans – in many ways he was probably smarter and 

quicker to learn that the other disciples. When we elevate our own life plans and schemes 

and strategies above the true will of God, which will almost always be different, we betray 

the Saviour. And we, the church, our denominations, our movements, we do that all the time. 

When we turn on other Christians, uphold our views ad smash theirs down, we betray the 

Christ as surely as Judas ever did. 

 

Reflect/Pray about your disappointments, how do you address them, where do you 

leave them? 

 
Our Negatives Change us When we Give them 
to God The lessons of life are rich in reaching potential – fear, demotion, humility, and 

disillusioned disparagement. These experiences have the potential to allow us to empty 

ourselves of self taught righteousness and really listen to God. 
Or they have the potential to allow temptation to creep in. As they did for Judas. It illustrates 

that we all have choice to make all the time based on experiences that God allows to come 

our way. 

 

Do we process those experiences learn lessons, welcome humility and hear the voice of God, 

or do we decide to become embittered and start working that emotion out? 

Judas seems to have allowed the devil in at some point. He seems to have allowed some of 

his inner emotions to turn very negative and start to dictate his actions. As he did so, the voice 

of God calling him back became fainter and fainter, until one terrible night, he betrays the 

son of God to his death. 

 

Examine your heart in the light of your experiences and see where your heart has 

become hard. Allow God to enter into it and repent of your hardness. Amen 

 
Turning point… Most of us have so many inner voices of condemnation – we 

don’t need them from outside. Yet judging and condemning others can also be an irresistible 
pastime, an effective distraction from our own shortcomings. Great saints believe they are 
great sinners. This is no false modesty. The closer we get to God the more we are 
overwhelmed by God’s utter otherness., God’s holiness and our weakness. A deep sense of 
sin can be a wonderful gift when it leads us to realise that we are loved, understood and 
forgiven sinners. It liberates us from our attempts as self-redemption, doomed as they are to 
failure. It leads to joyful gratitude in the face of underserved and unconditioned love. Its fruits 
are joy and true humility. 
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imagine you are Judas thinking before you 
sell Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. 

 
How good it feels to be sure of myself! 

             How gratifying to feel 
            The admiring gaze of others.                                                                                               
 
            Weakness can be glossed over,  
            it’s better to rely upon my strengths 
 
            Substance isn’t too important,  
            it’s all a matter of presentation… 
 
           How risky to step into the unknown - 
           safer to stay behind, 
           letting others dare who will. 
           No fear of failure that way. 
 
           An invitation comes to  
           take a step forward,  
           but not in the strength of our own ego. 
 
           God’s weakness our strength, 
           God’s gamble our certainty. 
 
           Do I dare to reach out  
           and grasp that wounded hand? 
 
Your personnel response 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

       Prayer:  

         God of uncertainty, 
         you call to us across the storm. 
         We long to come to you but fear to step on 
         unsure ground. 
         Help us to trust 
         That your strong hand holds us in our weakness. 
         Amen 
 
 

Led by Iain Hoskins 
Pictures Sieger Köder, The Closeness of God, 2013  


