
  

CONTACT 
October/November 2020 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 
If you would like to find 

out more about the 
Church and its activities, 
more details can be found 
on our website: 
   www.gasgreen.org.uk 
  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 
touch via any of the contact details 
given below: 
 
Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 
Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 
E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 
Tony Dymock 
Tel: 01242 244594 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

 

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 
Tel: 01242 583235 
E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 
Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   
Tony Dymock   
Tel: 01242 244594  
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 
please - see back page for magazine 
deadline.  

 
Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  
(Tel: 01242 244594 or 
E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  
by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Marian Lee on 
(01242 583666) 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

What has been happening at Gas Green during the 
pandemic? For those of you who haven’t been into church 
since last March you may feel as if nothing has happened, or 
you may be feeling left out. Let me assure you that you 
haven’t been forgotten or left out. Your pastoral carer will have been in touch with you 
every week checking to see that you are OK and helping with any needs you may 
have. 

 
Life amongst the fellowship of Gas Green has continued largely due to technology 

and a network called Zoom, although all activities at the Church and Youth Centre 
were closed. Zoom is where individuals with the internet in their homes can meet 
and talk with others as if they were in the chair next to them. When the pandemic 
was at its height, and everyone was in lockdown, our church services were held on 
Zoom, which meant that some folk who don’t normally come to church were able 
to join via Zoom, a great encouragement. The service sheets received each week 
were used each Sunday morning; we were apart but together – again encouraging 
for many. The same applies now that services have resumed in church, they follow 
the order of service which comes through the letter box each week. 

 
The Home Group (Bible study) has met through Zoom, enabling people to study 

God’s word and pray together. After a summer break through August they have now 
resumed every other Wednesday evening on Zoom. 

 
Do you remember that on a Sunday morning before ‘lockdown’ we used to receive 

food from Fare Share (Tesco) which you could take for your own use? This has 
continued to be part of the ministry of Gas Green, but instead of individuals taking 
something, the produce is shared out amongst a number of families who benefit from 
a little extra help. 

 
The Lighthouse Room has had a complete makeover and now looks amazing. 

Newly painted and with its red carpet, rack shelving, and new small tables it is a joy 
to behold. The Gift Day gifts are paying for this work, so if you haven’t given yet 
please pray as to how you might be able to give. The Church toilets have also been 
fitted with new hand dryers, saving the use of cloth towels. 

 
You may have missed church meetings; the Deacons have penciled in a Church 

Meeting on Monday 9th November. How/where this meeting will be held (Zoom or in 
the Church) will be decided nearer the time, depending upon Govt. Covid-19 
regulations. 



 
The baptistry is open, permission has been received to hold baptisms by total 

immersion, and we have a person who’d like to be baptised. If you or you know of 
someone who’d like to be baptised please let me know. 

 
Covid-19 has caused many people to rethink how and who they relate to. 

Numerous families and friends’ celebrations have been stopped or reduced in size. 
There is evidence that during the pandemic more people have been tuning into 
church services through the internet, when they’ve never been before. For this we 
give thanks to God, praying that they will meet with Jesus in these visits, with lives 
changed and new life journeys begun. 

 
I’m looking forward to seeing a full church again but don’t know when that will be. 

But in the mean time I remember you all in prayer. Thanking God for the times 
we’ve shared before pandemic started, the conversations on the phone since, the joy 
that keeps us all going, and of the day when we’ll celebrate the risen Lord together in 
Gas Green Baptist Church. 
 

 
 
 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for situations and all our friends near and 
far. 

Please pray for: 

Jim Clarke 
Paul Meredith & Family 

Peter Keyte 
Mary Beddows & Family 

Gill Higgins 
Richard Keegan 

Pauline (Lunch Club) 
Wendy Guns 
Peter Guns 

‘We are back, back in your house Lord and we give thanks’ 

Although not exactly back to normal we are hopefully beginning to move in the right 
direction.  We have returned to church albeit in a very structured way but it is so 
wonderful to see one another once again.   

A new addition to our morning services is Pastoral care news this is where I am able 
to shave news and ask for prayers for those in our fellowship and beyond who need 
our special thoughts and prayers.  Each week we do of course pray for the remaining 
members of our church family who are not yet able to join us.  We hope with the help 
of the service sheets, prayer sheet and now your hymn books you do feel a 
connection, as you follow the words at a time when we are also doing so in the 
service 

In addition to our friends above I have a few items that I would also ask you to pray 
for: 

• Our Pastoral Care team as they try to keep everyone connected and to feel 
part of our church family.  Our outreach extends to group members who 
attend the church and the Youth Center but we recognise there is much still to 
do – Lord we ask you for your help and guidance on how to fulfil these needs. 

• Young People – Schools have already started up and youth groups such as 
the Lighthouse, BB/GA and Scouts.  We ask for prayers of reassurance for all 
those young people.  After so much time at home it can be scary and in some 
instances difficult to return back.  – Lord we give these young people up to 



you, make them strong as they face such a different way of life, take away 
those feelings of nervousness, uncertainty, let them know that they are in safe 
hands and everything has been done so that they can reunite with their 
friends. 

• WEBOX – I have added a separate article in the magazine covering WEBox, 
giving an overview of what has happened and how we can support this year.  
Someone said to me when we found out it was to be donations saying ‘it is 
very different putting your hand in your pocket instead of making a box up’ 
and I think they are right so we pray the people will see the need is there, we 
ask that the take-up will be great.  We think of the people of Albania who have 
gone through so much this year and we hope that at least Christmas will be a 
time when they will feel loved and know that others around the world are 
thinking of them. 

If you have any thoughts or concerns, please speak to Iain, one of the Deacons, or 
your Pastoral Care leader.  Please also ensure that if there is anyone you would like 
our fellowship to include in their prayers let us know, and Marian will also include 
their names in our prayer guide  

Every blessing,    

Debbie x 



Helen and Wit  
Boondeekhun  
Boondeekhun's Bulletin 
August 2020 
 
www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun 
 
 

Dear Friends 
Greetings from the church in Wang Daeng. 
We want to say thank you for all of your 
support and prayers, without which we 
could not continue working for the Lord 
here. Life here is pretty much back to 
normal after the Covid-19 crisis; in fact 
Thailand has had no new cases in the past 
three months, which is a real blessing. 
Our little church is growing, and we now 
have 14 believers altogether, 9 of whom 
come for Sunday worship and Bible study 
on a regular basis. Suree's husband Got 
also comes along each week and now 
stays for the whole service - still no victory 
over alcohol, but we believe it is coming 
soon. Kwan, the young lady who was 
paralysed, is slowly improving, and her 
parents Charl and Gaed have prayed to 
accept Jesus. We're hoping to do Bible 
study with them in their home in the near 
future. We recently had a very encouraging 
visit from Wit's brother James, his wife, Gai 
and son Mick, who shared testimonies and 
even helped cook church lunch! 
In our previous letter we told you about the 
arrival of Fluk, our new youth leader. He's 
settled in well and is a great asset to our 
ministry, particularly in the area of music 
and children's work. He also accompanies 
Wit in visiting, and assists in leading Bible 
studies. Ajarn Tah has been training him as 
a football coach, and next month he will be 
attending a coaching camp with the 
Immanuel Football League. We hope that 
he can gradually build up confidence in this 
area. 
Helen has now recommenced her English 
teaching at the local school and is enjoying 
the experience, although the classes are 
very large compared to previously, which 
can be quite challenging. She's also 
teaching classes at our Centre, with 
students ranging in age from 6 to 57! Pray 
for wisdom and energy, particularly in 
teaching the very little ones 

Firstly, Wit's health has improved 
considerably – thank you all for your 
prayers. We recently enjoyed a few days 
together in Chiang Mai after delivering a 
load of baskets to the Thai Tribal Crafts 
store. Our son DJ and his wife Hannah just 
celebrated their first wedding anniversary, 
and have also just moved to live in their 
own house in Bristol. DJ passed his NQT 
year and is now a fully qualified primary 
school teacher. Our daughter Josie has 
thankfully been fully employed by her 
company, Safran, throughout the Covid-19 
crisis, but the graduate training was put on 
hold. However, that has now begun again, 
albeit on a part-time basis, and she will be 
fully back on course from October. Praise 
God, the company has already created a 
role for her once she completes her 
training. 

  

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun


Our Community Hall project has finally 
become a reality: We now have a locally 
made 'sala', or bamboo house on stilts, in 
front of our house. Prathum 2, a lady from 
our church, has set up a little stall next to it 
selling chicken rice, and A.Tah has been 
making and selling crepes, which are very 
popular with the children and teenagers. 
This not only attracts people to come and 
sit in the 'sala' but also provides extra 
income for Prathum 2 and A.Tah. It's a 
wonderful place for folk to meet and talk, 
and we hope it will provide many 
opportunities to chit-chat the gospel with 
our friends and neighbours. 

 
The basket-weaving group is doing well 
and have managed to sell all of the baskets 
that had been intended for the UK. 
Recently they received a large order from a 
Christian craft store in Chiang Mai, and if 
their products sell well this could be a major 
outlet for them. Praise God, the sewing 
group has also received a new order as 
well, and so are busily making shoulder 
bags. Pray that they would improve in skill 
and dexterity, and that this would become a 
source of extra income for these three 
ladies and hopefully more to come. 

 

 
Please pray for: Our members to grow in 
their faith; Prathum 1 - recovering from an 
operation; Mr Got - victory over alcoholism; 
Kwan - for healing, and her parents Charl 
and Kaed to begin Bible study; Fluk – for 
confidence in football training; Helen's 
English classes; our 'sala' - to be a place of 
peace and blessing, and Prathum 2 and 
A.Tah - for good sales, and lastly for the 
basket-weaving and sewing projects to 
continue to flourish. 
Please also pray for our youth camp, which 
will be happening here from 24th - 26th 
October. It will be run by a team from Sang 
Sawang Baptist, our partner church in 
Bangkok. 
Pray for a continued openness to the 
gospel, and that more people would come 
to faith. 
Pray for us - for good health, energy and 
enthusiasm to continue in the task the Lord 
has given us to do here. 
Blessings in Christ 
Wit & Helen 
 
 

 
If you would like to support Helen and Wit Boondeekhun by prayer and 
committed regular giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners  or call 
01235 517617 for a 

24:7 Partners leaflet. 
 
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA   Tel: 01235 517700 
mail@bmsworldmission.org bmsworldmission.org 

 
The Baptist  Missionary  Society:  registered  in England  and Wales  as a charity  (number  1174364)  and a company  limited  by guarantee 
(number 10849689) 

mailto:mail@bmsworldmission.org


 

WEBOX 2020 UPDATE 
It was back in July when I included a note on Webox, really just saying that we didn’t 
know what WEBOX 2020 would look like, and were waiting on an update from 
WEBA as to how, or if, we could contribute this year.  We have now received an 
update. Take a look: 

In 2014 the WEBnet churches started working in partnership with the small 
Baptist Union in Albania.  In answer to a practical need the churches in 
Albania had, we started the WEBOX Project, giving tools of compassion into 
our partner’s hands.  The main way was through encouraging people here in 
the UK to prepare and pack shoeboxes with fun and practical gifts for 
children.  From 2014-2019 we delivered approximately 12,000 WEBoxes to be 
distributed by the churches to their communities.  

The events of the past year in Albania, with the earthquake at the end of 2019, 
and now Covid-19, means that this year there is even more of a need for the 
WEBoxes.  In reality though, there are limitations and restrictions, due to 
Covid-19, that make running the project as normal not feasible. This gives us 
an opportunity to explore a different way of running the project, and we are 
inviting you to be part of this new opportunity!  

This year instead of buying the items in the UK, packing and transporting them 
across Europe, we will be buying the gifts in Albania and giving them to the 
children in gift bags.  This not only should minimise Covid-19 contact points, 
but also is more environmentally friendly and invests in the Albanian 
economy.   

So, how will it work?  We are suggesting that a WEBag of gifts will probably 
cost approximately £12-£15 and so individuals here, as well as churches and 
schools or any community group, can gift money towards one or more bags.   

  



Different I think you will agree, as I believe the making up of the boxes is part of the 
gift giving. 

We are therefore asking for your help in a very different way, if you do feel able to 
make a donation, a form is now available. Please feel free to contact me and I will 
get one sent out to you (lake.g@sky.com).  

If you have any questions relating to the WEBOX appeal, please don’t hesitate to 
come back to us.  Please spread the word to ensure that Christmas 2020 is just as 
special a time for these children. 

Every blessing 

Gill Higgins & Debbie Lake 

 

 

THANK YOU 
From 

Paul. Dawn, Connor & Kaitlin 
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Holiday Club at Home 
 

As we were unable to hold our usual 
holiday club at church this year an idea was 
created to make up bags of activities for 
children associated with our church. This was 
to try and maintain contact and build 
relationships with them and their parents. 

On 5 Mondays in August the children and 
their families were invited to come to the 
church and collect a bag. Each week the bag 
contained an episode of the life of Moses, 
some colouring sheets, puzzle sheets, craft 
activities and other suggested activities. 
Families that were unable to collect the bags 
had them delivered to their homes. 

 
In total we gave away approximately 115 

bags. These went to children connected with 
the Beavers, Cubs, The Boys’ Brigade/Girls 
Assoc. and children who have been to our 
holiday clubs previously. There were some 
good conversations with families who are 
really struggling through this pandemic. It did leave me with questions as to how 
further we could support these families particularly the ones who live in the streets 
surrounding our church. 

 
As a totally new venture I wondered if it was 

useful, helpful, or a bit of a waste of time. A 
source of encouragement was that the children 
continued to return each Monday to collect the 
bags. I then had an e-mail from one family, 
which said: 
‘The one thing I can say about the holiday 
home pack is a huge thank you, thank you, 
thank you!  The church packs have been a 
breath of fresh air and absolutely ideal - the 
best out of the lot as they have allowed 
Rosie to work independently and I actually 
have had time to get on with work. Rosie’s 
favourite thing has been the word 
searches. I have loved watching Rosie‘s 
face when she has received the bag, she is 
bursting with excitement and joy. 
     I can’t thank Tony enough for dropping 
the bags off, Rosie asked regularly “When 
is Boys Brigade Tony coming?” 

Thank you so much for the holiday home packs, it has been such a help and 
something creative and different to do each week. 
We loved them, but did miss the real holiday club lots. Hope everyone is well 
and keeping safe’. 
 

Lily with some of her work 

Bags ready for distribution 



My thanks to everyone who got 
involved in this activity, Sharon for her 
expertise and very helpful suggestions. 
Tony and Elaine for delivering the bags. 
Debbie H who gave items that were no 
longer needed by her workplace meant 
everyone had a bag a water bottle, a note 
pad and pencil in the bag to help remind 
them of the story when Moses led the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. My thanks 
also to Marisa from Tesco who heard 
what we were doing and gave a box of 
goodies to go in the bags. The 
Bennington Hall Trust kindly allowed us to 
use the grant they had given for the Holiday Club, which meant all the expenses 

were covered. My thanks also to those of you who 
gave encouragement and prayer.  

 
I hope the children and their families will remember 

through the story that just as God had a plan for Moses 
He has a plan for our lives. God continued to love the 
children of Israel through all the ups and downs of their 
journey and the children were told that God loves them 
and will be with them through their journey of life. 
 

Val Hoskins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

October 21st  Olive Keyte 
October 23rd  Jim Clarke 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details 
 
 

 

Moses heard God speaking from the burning bush and 
removed his sandals 

God sent a plague of frogs 



 
1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 
By the time that this issue of “Contact” is published, all sections of the company 

will have hopefully re-started following a break since mid-March. 
Various changes have had to be made in order to help keep members and 

leaders as safe as possible: 
Timings have been altered slightly so as to create a break between the end of 

Anchors, at 6.45 pm, and the beginning of Juniors, at 7 pm, thus reducing the 
number of children on the premises at any one time 

We are required to operate in self-contained groups of not more than 15 children. 
As always, we welcome new girls and boys, aged 5-18, to join us. However, in the 
present circumstances, if you know of someone who might be interested, it would be 
wise to check first with the leaders that we can accommodate them within these 
limitations on numbers. 

Activities also have had to be modified, with no county-wide events before the end 
of the year, and the need to avoid physical contact sports. 

Please pray for all concerned as they seek to overcome the challenges of these 
necessary changes, whilst continuing to work towards the Object of advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom amongst the Boys and Girls in our care. 

Tony Dymock 
 
 

 



WORDSEARCH – HALLOWEEN 
 
Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in pre-Christian times.  In those 
long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Druid priests celebrated the Festival 
of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  They lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to 
ward off the dark supernatural powers of oncoming winter.  Today, Christians turn to 
prayer instead of charms to overcome the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, 
true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw 
closer to Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for 
others who have gone before us through the gates of death. 
 
Words to find: All, Hallows, Halloween, Druid, Priests, Festival, Samhain, Bonfires, 
Magic, Dark, Supernatural, Powers, Winter, Christians, Prayer, Charms, Deeper, 
True, Eve, Closer, Christ, Thanks, Loved, Death, Gone. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
Sunday 15th November 

at 10.45 am 
 

Pete Keyte will be hosting another “Songs of 
Praise” service featuring your favourite 
hymns/songs on Sunday 15th November.  
If you have a favourite you would like included, please give details to 
Pete (including if you can a link to a corresponding YouTube video) as 
soon as possible. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A-MAZE-ing 



 

DIARY FOR October & November 2020 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB 
TUESDAY  10.00 am   BIBLE STUDY  (Alternate weeks) 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOUSE GROUP or PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

Following easing of government Covid-19 restrictions, Sunday morning worship in 
church has now resumed.  However, social distancing requirements mean that 

numbers that can be accommodated are very limited.  Worshippers are therefore 
strongly advised to book a place beforehand (by the previous Friday)  

with Debbie Lake at: sundaybookings@gasgreen.org.uk  
 

On the first Sunday of each month, worship in church will be replaced by an online 
service, using ‘Zoom’. Everyone is welcome to join with us to worship in this way. 

Just go to: www.zoom.us/join and enter  
MeetingID = 836 7812 5771, Passcode = 993499 

Those without internet access can join by telephone: please ask the Minister or 
Secretary for details of how to do this.  

 
The December/January issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 29th Nov.  

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 15th Nov. (written) or by 22nd Nov. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: OCTOBER 
SUNDAY 4th 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (‘Zoom’ online service) 
SUNDAY 11th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Wednesday 14th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 18th 10.45 am Tony Wilkes (Communion) 
Monday  19th 7.00 pm Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY 25th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
Wednesday 28th 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY 1st 11.00 am Debbie Hunt (‘Zoom’ online service) 
Wednesday 4th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 8th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Remembrance Sunday) 
Monday 9th 7.00 pm Church Meeting 
SUNDAY 15th 10.45 am Pete Keyte (Songs of Praise + Communion) 
Wednesday 18th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 22nd 10.45 am Debbie Hunt 
Wednesday 25th 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 
SUNDAY 29th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

mailto:sundaybookings@gasgreen.org.uk?subject=Booking%20Request%20for%20Sunday%20Worship
http://www.zoom.us/join
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