
  

 

CONTACT 
December 2021 / January 2022 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

Church and its activities, 

more details can be found 

on our website: 

   www.gasgreen.org.uk 

  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 

touch via any of the contact details 

given below: 

Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 

Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 

Tony Dymock 

Tel: 01242 244594 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 

Tel: 01242 583235 

E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 

Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   

Tony Dymock   

Tel: 01242 244594  

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 

please - see back page for magazine 

deadline.  

 

Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  

(Tel: 01242 244594 or 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  

by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  

E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 

by 12 midday Wednesday.
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Have you had moments in life when you have regretted not 
doing something, or regretted saying something, and that regret 
has remained with you for a long time? Throughout scripture 
there are people who regretted an action. David and Bathsheba 
(2 Sam 11) comes to mind; Amnon and the rape of his sister 

Tamar (2 Sam 13), Sampson breaking the rules of a Nazarene (Num 6:1-21; Judges 
13:4-5), the Rich young ruler (Mk 10:17-27), Judas Iscariot and the betrayal of Jesus 
(Mat 27:5), Martha and her scolding of Jesus coming after Lazarus had ‘died’ (John 
11). Whatever we read in scripture, often there are no regrets greater than our own 
personal experiences. A missed love, a damaged relationship, our pride, all remain 
with us for many a day, often stunting our future personal growth and development.  

 
We are approaching Christmas: a time of joyful expression with loved ones and 

those within our communities. It is an opportunity, as the year comes to a close, to 
set plans for the future, set out on new paths with optimism, remembering what God 
said to the Children of Israel (Deuteronomy 31:8) The Lord is the one who goes 
ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or 
be dismayed.” Then in Isaiah 45:2 “I will go before you and make the rough places 
smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron bars. Jesus says 
to us, I am with you always. (Matt 28:20) 

 
As we look back over our year, I remind you of something a friend once said to 

me. Iain, don’t live your life in regret, look forward with joy and optimism. The Lord 
goes before you each day providing you with opportunities to serve, to love and turn 
strangers into friends. 

 
As we look forward to Christmas let us be to the people 

around us as the Angels were to the Shepherds. Today in the 
Town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ, 
the Lord, and suddenly they started praising God,  
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men 

on whom his favour rests. (Luke 2:14) 
 

May this Christmas be a time for you and your 
families and friends, a time of joyful thanksgiving, not 
one of regret and disappointment. 
 
Every blessing. 
 

 
  



 

Gas Green Pioneering in the Community 
During the summer, several of the congregation met with Revd. Sue Steer, 

a Baptist Pioneer minister working in Leicester. The following is as a 

result of that meeting and subsequent conversations. 

 
A Reflective people – should seek to take risks and be encouraged in exploring our 
experience of God and our practice. Through reflection we will grow in our relationship with 
God and with each other. By making the journey towards becoming and growing as reflective 
practitioners, I believe we will become more fully human. It will take time, and there will be 
opposition, but we need to acknowledge that in achieving excellence within our practice we 
are doing no more nor less than God intended when he created us in his image, that we might 
glorify his name. 

For the last 60 years the ministry of Gas Green Baptist Church has tried to maintain the 
traditional form of Sunday congregational worship as its bedrock. The time for real 
change has arrived. In the last 5 years GG has become more contextual, but we need to 
go further. To succeed in our mission where ‘strangers become friends.’ We need to ask 
ourselves “who is no longer here?” “If not here, where are they?” 

Pioneers are people called by God and creatively respond to the Holy Spirit’s 

initiatives with those outside the church; gathering others around them as they 

seek to establish a new contextual Christian community. Pioneering is a big 

part of the Church's mission to be a growing church for all people in all places.  

Where growing church doesn’t mean more people in church for Sunday 

worship.  

Describing a Pioneer 

1. Pioneering is about firsts. Being the first to lead ministry into new 

places for and with others, Community Choir, Lunch Club, Death Café, 

The BB/GA/Love your Street/Woman at the Well Ministry.  

2. Pioneers must be able to see a new future, and have the skills and gifts 

needed to make it a reality now. 

3. Pioneers connect with people outside of Church, creating new ways of 

doing Church together in their community. 

4. Pioneers are leaders of innovation, with a gift for seeing what God is 

doing and responding creatively to it. 

5. The Pioneer encourages one another to be part of engaging in a 

‘contextual approach’ to ministry with the Community of Gas Green.  

Pioneers work within a community from where they develop new ways of 

doing things, expanding the growth and reach of the local Church.  

Pioneering is our main ministry and most of our time is to be spent with 

people outside the Church. The members of Gas Green Baptist Church  are 

called to be Pioneers in their Community, or the church will die. 

What are the skills, new understandings required of our Pioneers? 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for situations and all our friends 
near and far. 

Please pray for: 

Jennifer Jackson 
Alan & Elaine Green 

Derek & Doreen Ballinger 
Helen Guns 

Nick Fawcett & Family 
Jimmy Bonanos 

Jim Hooper 
Eric Little 

There are a number of people within our fellowship that have been struggling with ill 
health over the last month.  Many thanks to those who have kept the Pastoral Care 
team informed.  Communication is such an important factor, and something that has 
really improved at Gas Green. 

I have said before that as a church I don’t feel we have ever been so connected.  
People looking out for one another, sending a letter or card, making a call for a chat, 
so thank you. 

As we start the build up towards Christmas the inevitable Christmas adverts come 
out.  I am a great John Lewis fan and the team I work with in marketing get so 
excited for the launch.  I was shocked when I read a headline last week – ‘Amazon 
beats John Lewis for best TV advert’ but I agree!  For those online if you haven’t 
seen it take a look - Kindness, the greatest gift | Amazon Christmas Ad - YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnjeHwUaEyQ) 

Kindness is something our world is desperate for. With growing fears and anxieties, 
everyone is capable of a kind word or gesture. As Christians, God calls us to be the 
light in the world - to love and be kind to all, even our enemies!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnjeHwUaEyQ


At Christmas there is that never ending pressure to buy gifts bigger and better. How 
did it come to this?  Why do we do it?  Kindness is something we all can share and 
receive.  Well done Amazon – never thought I would say that ☺ 

The word kindness leads me nicely into this year’s Shoe box appeal.  100 boxes 
were filled and sent to Teams4U from Gas Green, so thank you to all who knitted, 
donated, and filled shoe boxes.  This year’s appeal stretched out to groups 
connected to the church, not just the congregation.  Support was received from the 
Lunch Club, the Choir, the Scouts, the Boys Brigade and Girls Association, and past 
members of the church.  Lansdown Insurance and Spirax Sarco made a huge 
contribution to the appeal.  Together we were able to help, so thank you. 

We give thanks for our friends, family, and our community, and we look forward to all 
the many celebrations leading up to Christmas. 

We continue to share Pastoral Care news each Sunday and requests for prayer, so 
please do get in touch if there is anyone you would like our fellowship to include in 
our prayers, also any messages, pictures, videos, please send them over. 

Keep safe, every blessing,    

Debbie x 

 

 



A HISTORY OF GAS GREEN YOUTH CENTRE 
In recent months a number of readers have asked about the history of what is 

now Gas Green Youth & Community Centre, and its relationship with the church. 
The earliest document which we have concerning the building is an agreement 

dated 22nd April 1857, in which Rev. Caleb Winter, then pastor of "Albert Street 
Chapel" (now Gas Green Baptist Church), agreed to purchase a plot of land 
adjacent to the Chapel from local landowner James Agg Gardner. 

The subsequent year (10th June 1858) a formal agreement was signed 
between Rev. Winter and certain other contributors towards a fund for erecting a 
Mission School on that site. Under the terms of this agreement, the land and 
buildings thereon were: 

" ...  to be held by (the trustees) upon trusts for keeping up and maintaining the 
said School for the purpose of educating poor children of the neighbourhood 
round Baker Street upon the principles of the Holy Scriptures without any 
sectarian or exclusive bias ... " 

The school so founded, then known as “Baker Street School”, operated until 
the early 20th century. Documents from 1902 record the school as catering for 264 
pupils in just two main schoolrooms (now the gym and coffee bar). The 
accommodation was increasingly recognized as inadequate, and the school finally 
closed in 1907, when the nearby Council Schools in Gloucester Road were 
opened.  

A closing ceremony was held in Gas Green Chapel on 31st July 1907, when 
the then secretary gave a speech summarising the history of the School and its 
relationship with Gas Green:- 

"The Baker Street Mission Schools were opened in February 1869, the chief 
promoter being the Rev. T. H. Winter, assisted by Mr. W. Nash Skillicorne, 
Mr. Pilkington and others. In 1864, Mr. Winter renounced his personal interests, 
but Mr. Skillicorne and another undertook the responsibilities of the debt of 
£272.2.3, and carried on the School for 8 years more, handing them over in 1872 
to the present trustees.  

The reason for this transfer 
was that about 20 yrs. before the 
Baker St. Schools opened, 
Mr. Bailey, a member of the 
Salem Baptist Church, who 
resided in the neighbourhood, 
founded a school, which, from its 
site went by the name of Gas 
Green School. The whole cost of 
the building of this school and of 
the maintenance of the teaching 
in the day school was met by 
himself alone, while he also 
allowed the Salem Church to use 
the building for a Sunday School 
and Mission Services at such 
hours as did not interfere with the 
ordinary week-day teaching. On 1851 Map showing site of original Gas Green School 



his death the Salem friends, to whom the premises were left, shrank from the 
expense of keeping up the day school, but continued their Mission and Sunday 
School work. Not long after, the properly was sold to the Cheltenham Gas 
Company, and the Baptists purchased the Chapel once occupied by Mr. Winter, 
which is immediately adjacent to the Baker Street Schools site. In this new 
building, henceforward popularly known as Gas Green Chapel, they have carried 
on Missions, with the usual adjuncts of Mothers' Meetings, Bands of Hope, etc., 
and a Sunday School. When, therefore Mr. Skillicorne was relinquishing his 
personal supervision of the Baker Street School, and found that the friends at the 
adjacent Gas Green School were willing to resume the responsibility of carrying 
on the Day School, provided they were still conducted on unsectarian principles, 
the offer of transfer to the then Trustees of Gas Green School was made and 
accepted. It may be added that Mr. Skillicorne continued to subscribe to the 
support of the Schools up to the time of his death, and that the Cheltenham Gas 
Company, of which he was Chairman, for many years contributed £10 annually to 
the School Fund until the voluntary system was superseded by the recent 
Education Acts". 

Following the closure of the school, the premises have been let by the Trustees 
at a nominal rental to various bodies concerned with the welfare of the 
surrounding community, particularly young people, on the understanding that they 
are used for purposes consistent with the original Object of the Trust. In 1918 an 
agreement was entered into with local publisher E. J. Burrows for use of the 

premises for a young men’s club, known 
as the "Baker Street Institute", and in 
1939 the lease passed to the Y.M.C.A., 
who ran a very successful boys' club 
until 1967, when they decided to 
concentrate all their activities at new 
premises in the town centre. Throughout 
this period a close link was maintained 
with Gas Green. One of the conditions of 
both leases was that rooms should be 
made available free of charge to Gas 
Green for use by their Sunday School, 
and on the formation of the Boys' 
Brigade company in 1943 the premises 
also became the headquarters of that 
organisation. 

In 1967, on the closure of the Y.M.C.A. Boys' Club, the lease was taken over 
by Gas Green Baptist Church, for use as a Youth Centre. Gas Green had been 
formed as an independent Church in 1964, having previously been a branch of 
Salem Baptist Church, and its first Minister was appointed in 1966. This lease 
arrangement continues to the present day. 

 
If you would like to learn more about the early history of Gas Green Youth 

Centre, and Gas Green Church, more details are given in the book “The Gas 
Green Story; 1849 to 1999”, produced to mark our 150th anniversary. 

Copies are still available from the secretary. 
 

The Lounge was added whilst the premises were 
"Baker Street YMCA" 



 

1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 

Our annual Re-Enrolment service 
took place on 10th October, when 
members were presented with their 
membership cards for 2021/22, and 
made their promises to serve as loyal 
members for the coming year. A good 
number of parents and friends joined 
the regular congregation to witness this 
ceremony, which had to be cancelled 
last year due to Covid restrictions. 

National events and competitions 

remain cancelled for this session, in 

order to avoid unnecessary travel, but 

most local events have now resumed. In 

October, Junior Section members took part in 

the Battalion 5-a-side football competition, 

where, joining with girls from 7th Gloucester, 

we were placed a creditable 4th.  

Over the past weeks it has been good to 

welcome members of the church who have 

come along on a Friday evening to lead the 

short weekly devotions. Grateful thanks to Iain, 

Val, Pete, Debbie Lake, and Debbie Hunt. 

Tony Dymock 
 

 
 
 
 
 

at the Everyman Theatre 
 

The Boys’ Brigade / Girls’ Association are again arranging a trip to the pantomime 
at the Everyman Theatre for their members early in the New Year, on Saturday 8th 
January 2022 for the 3 p.m. performance. As always, other friends from the church 
are welcome to join them. The cost for non-Brigade members will be £21 per seat 
(the normal price of these seats is £24 adults, £22 children). If you would like to 
come, please book with Tony Dymock no later than Sunday 5th December (we have 
to give firm numbers to the theatre by that date). 

Our Annual Re-Enrolment Service took place  

on 10th October 

Anchor Section members prepare for 

Remembrance Day 



Light Party 
 

At the light party this year we had 31 children attend and 5 no shows! I think we 
were grateful for the no shows! 

It was a busy, fun-filled, afternoon, as the children heard the story of God 
providing the children of Israel with a pillar of fire to guide them through the desert at 
night. They also heard why Jesus is referred to as the Light of the World. 

There were crafts, games, and a Light trail, where once again they heard the story 
of Jesus in the Bible. A tea was provided, and they all went home happily, as parents 
collected them. 

Points to ponder and pray:  
Some parents stayed with the children, so they too heard the message of Jesus – 

it is hard to find time to chat with them, as we are all busy helping the children. 
There was one family whose child is now too old to come to the sessions and her 

sister is too young. However, the mum came to me to say they were desperate to 
come, so could the eldest child be a helper, and could she stay with the little one. My 
response was yes, but it made me think of how we can keep the relationship with 
families who obviously want to keep in contact with us. This family lives in one of the 
streets round the church, so perhaps it’s another reason for the ‘Love your Street’ 
ideas to develop. 

Our next holiday outreach for the children is the ‘Christmas Cracker’, which takes 
place on Wednesday 22nd December from 4-6pm. As we are not able to receive 
funding from the council for this event – they have moved the goalposts and we now 
have to offer sessions of 4 hours – any offers to provide food for the tea would be 
gratefully received. 

Val & Sharon 



COP26 & Climate Change 
Ideas for Action, Reasons for Hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Andrew Bodey, November 2021 
 

As COP26 has reminded us, the world faces many urgent environmental challenges. 
Thousands of institutions around the world - including the World Council of Churches 
– have declared a Climate and Ecological Emergency. It’s not yet too late to put things 
right, and there are positive things we can all do to help. Here are a few ideas 
(remember that none of us are perfect!): 
 

“Use your voice, use your vote, use your choice.” Al Gore 
 

Use your voice 
Climate change is a systemic problem, and it requires a systemic solution. Political and 
legislative changes are needed to decarbonise the economy. Various organisations are 
doing good work here. Many charities* are running climate change campaigns, and are 
looking for support in many forms. 
 

A good home for savings 
There are ethical banks and pension providers who are doing great work to protect the 
planet, while also delivering good returns. 
 
Treading more lightly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            Cooking with leftovers              Jumpers before heating         Slow down a bit 
 

Further reading 
 

Short article                                                                                  Books 
Innovating for Victory: Lessons on Climate Change from 
World War II. Andrew Bodey. 2021. 
https://www.scienceinparliament.org.uk/innovating-for-  
victory-lessons-on-climate-change-from-world-war-ii 

 

 

Climate Change Campaigns* 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate  
 
 
 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in- 
action/tackling-climate-change 

http://www.scienceinparliament.org.uk/innovating-for-
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete and Olive wish all their church family a very  

Happy Saviour’s Day, and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

 

Merry Christmas to our friends and family - enjoy the Saviour's Day! 

love Tina, Brian, Harriette, Amy and James xxxxx 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

January 13th  Marian Lee 
Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 

God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details 
 
 

Look out for Wenceslas 
Most of us probably know that on 26th December (the Feast of Stephen) ‘Good 

king Wenceslas’ looked out….’ We probably also know that the snow lay round 
about, ‘deep and crisp and even’. Beyond that, he’s just someone in a carol that’s 
not often sung nowadays.  

However, Wenceslas was a real person, a duke, and effectively king of Bohemia 
in the 10th century. In modern terms, he was Czechoslovakian. He was known as a 
generous and kind monarch, deeply Christian and given to good works. So, the story 
in the carol, while possibly fictitious, is at least in line with his recognised character. 
‘Page and monarch’ braved the ‘bitter weather’ and the ‘cruel wind’s wild lament’ to 
take food and fuel to a poor man living rough.  

The carol was enormously popular in the 19th century, because it perfectly 
expressed Victorian Christian ideals of benevolence and almsgiving. Christian men 
of ‘wealth and rank’ are urged to help the poor, and so ‘find blessing’. Still good 
advice, at Christmas or any other time. 
 



Wordsearch for December 

Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand years ago the Jews were longing for the 
coming of their Messiah. The Old Testament had promised that when He came, He 
would preach good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour, comfort all who mourn and to bestow on His people a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes. Jesus did all those things. He was and is the Son of God, and 
whoever has seen Him has seen the Father. Whoever believes in Him will have the 
best gift of all – His Spirit within them, which gives them eternal life. 

Words to Find: Messiah, Broken, Heart, Freedom, Darkness, Favour, Prisoners, 
Comfort, Mourn, Bestow, Crown, Beauty, Ashes, Son, God , Jesus, Seen, Father, 
Whoever, Longing, Thousand. 
 
 



 

 

DIARY FOR Dec. 2021 & Jan. 2022 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED (Subject to Covid-19 Restrictions) 
 

SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB / COFFEE MORNING 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOME GROUP (Dec 1st & 15th, Jan 12th) 

       PRAYER & PRAISE (Monthly, as below) 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

As Covid restrictions are relaxed, Sunday morning worship in church has been resumed 

each week at 10.45 am, together with ‘Lighthouse’ for the children.  However, on the first 

Sunday of each month we will instead worship online at 11 am using ‘Zoom’. 

To share in online services, go to: www.zoom.us/join and enter  

MeetingID = 836 7812 5771, Passcode = 993499 

Those without internet access can take part by telephone: please ask the  

Minister or Secretary for details of how to do this.  

 
The February/March issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 30th January. 

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 16th Jan. (written) or by 23rd Jan. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: DECEMBER 
Saturday 4th  6.30 pm Christmas Dinner (Prior booking needed) 
SUNDAY 5th  11.00 am Debbie Hunt (On ‘Zoom) 
Saturday 11th 6.30 pm COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT 

SUNDAY 12th  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
Monday 13th 7.00 pm Deacons Meeting (On ‘Zoom’) 
Saturday 18th 6.00 pm Christmas Bingo (Book with Alan/Elaine) 

SUNDAY 19th  
10.45 am SCRATCH NATIVITY (Parade) 

6.30 pm CAROL SERVICE 

Wednesday 22nd 
4.00 pm Christmas Cracker (For children aged 5-11) 
6.30 pm Doorstep Carols 

Friday 24th 11.30 pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION: Debbie Hunt 

Saturday 25th  10.30 am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE: Rev. Iain Hoskins 

SUNDAY 26th   No Service Today (Boxing Day) 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: JANUARY 

SUNDAY 2nd 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (On ‘Zoom’) 
Monday 3rd 3.00 pm Brigade Leaders Meeting 

Friday 7th 5.45 pm Brigade re-starts after Christmas break 

Saturday 8th 3.00 pm Visit to Pantomime at Everyman Theatre 

SUNDAY 9th 10.45 am Trevor Howard 

Monday 10th  7.30 pm Church Meeting 

SUNDAY 16th  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
SUNDAY 23rd 10.45 am Songs of Praise: Led by Pete Keyte 

Wednesday 26th 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 

SUNDAY 30th  10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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