
  

 

CONTACT 
October / November 2021 

Where strangers become friends 



WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE? 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

Church and its activities, 

more details can be found 

on our website: 

   www.gasgreen.org.uk 

  or Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/GasGreenBaptistChurch 

Alternatively, you may like to get in 

touch via any of the contact details 

given below: 

Minister:  

Revd. Iain Hoskins 

Tel: 01242 573386 / 07867 524262 

E-mail: minister@gasgreen.org.uk 

Secretary: 

Tony Dymock 

Tel: 01242 244594 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk

Treasurer: 

Debbie Hunt 

Tel: 01242 583235 

E-mail: treasurer@gasgreen.org.uk 

Marian Lee 

Tel: 01242 583666  

Magazine Editor:   

Tony Dymock   

Tel: 01242 244594  

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine to the Editor 

please - see back page for magazine 

deadline.  

 

Weekly notices to Tony Dymock  

(Tel: 01242 244594 or 

E-mail: secretary@gasgreen.org.uk)  

by Thursday evening at the latest.  

Prayer requests to Debbie Bonanos  

E-mail: deborahbonanos@gmx.co.uk 

by 12 midday Wednesd
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

Hello and welcome to the autumn edition of Contact. We are in the 
season of dying off and cutting back. Of course, I'm referring to your 
garden, but equally I could be talking about our own dying and 
ultimate death. This week I hosted the third death café at Gas Green, 
and the fourth or fifth I've conducted in other places, and every time I 
meet with folk the conversations are stimulating, surprising, and at 
times shocking. This week was no different. The conversation started 

by acknowledging that we see death and dying everywhere in the world through our TV 
screens, but how often do we reflect upon our own death? As we are growing older, what 
can help us to face death gracefully? Where is God in our death and dying?  

 
I invite you to be still and listen to the silence around you. Read this prayer out aloud 

as you sit in the presence of God. 
 

God of Death and resurrection, 
You have conquered life, 

you have conquered death. 
In you all hope is found, and love restored. 

As we sit within your presence 
and share our thoughts and truths, 

may we find ways to accept our death 
whenever it comes, 

as the journey towards you. Amen 
 

As individuals, we have no greater security or control over our lives than anyone else. 
The world in which we live in the ‘west’, even amongst Christians, encourages us to 
behave sometimes as if death does not exist for us. If we want to move towards our death 
grace-fully, to be at peace with others and with God, then our spiritual growth must 
involve confronting difficult questions. While knowledge can help us understand the dying 
process, it cannot equip us to deal with the actual experience.  

 
How does our faith help? One of the interesting things to come out of holding the Death 

Café is how some people of faith see their faith as an insurance policy for life after death. 
You may want to ask yourself a similar question, do I come to Jesus to have him live and 
rule in my life or just book a room, to take residence in the room Jesus says he has 
prepared for me? (John 14:3) 

 
Our death is founded upon the experience of Jesus, who embraced pain and suffering 

and death while on the cross, without which there would be no resurrection. Jesus had 
to leave this world and return to the Father, and we have to leave this world when the 
time comes. We together share a faith that confronts death in all its totality and 
transcends it. 

 
It can be difficult for us to contemplate our own death and dying if we see it as a 

negative experience. But let us finish with you getting your Bible and reading Job19:23-
27. If you want to talk further on this topic, give me a call 07867 524262. 

 
Every blessing   

 



 

Gospel Neighbouring 
Tim Kellar, an American theologian argues that within the story of the Good Samaritan there 
are four Ms incorporating the message of Gospel Neighbouring.  

• Mandate 

• Magnitude 

• Motivation   

• Message 

The essence of this passage (Luke 10:25-37) is a guy asking Jesus what is the least I need to 
do to enter the kingdom of heaven, not an unworthy question and one that you may have 
asked many times. Jesus’ reply is, ‘to love God until he dominates your solitude, takes over 
your life’. Secondly, ‘what makes others happy makes you happy’. Realising the man didn’t 
understand he makes up a parable about a Jew and their sworn enemy a Samaritan. From 
the story we uncover the four Ms. 

Mandate something that God has asked us to do to engage in Gospel Neighbouring. Gospel 
Neighbouring is to meet the needs of those around you, even those you hate, despise or 
think of as wasters, hopeless cases, brought it on themselves, people of other faiths or 
ethnic origins. 

Magnitude we cannot limit the who, why or how much although we will try. You were/are 
helped therefore you help another. Who, is anyone in need, be it next door next street, 
whatever we do to make them happy makes us happy, including those you hate or you 
believe are not worthy of help? In Galatians 6:2 we read ‘bearing one another’s burdens and 
so fulfil the law of Christ’.  

Motivation is your motivation to help, guilt? The Priest and Levite avoided the man but the 
Samaritan out of love for another human being stopped and cared for the man. The irony is 
that the role of the Priest and Levite was to give alms, money, food, care to the poor. What 
if you were in need would you receive free grace from an enemy? The Jews and Samaritans 
were ENEMIES. The Samaritan owed the man nothing but gave him free grace. Does that 
remind you of someone else? 

Message the message of this story is that we were saved by free grace it was a radical act by 
God. The man who asked Jesus the question, ‘who is my neighbour?’ Jesus realised he didn’t 
understand and assumed was a racist, someone who is prejudiced or discriminating towards 
another or community without any knowledge or understanding of who the person is. Who 
is my neighbour?  Anyone who is in need.  

This was the theme of the Home Group on Wednesday September 22nd 



 
People who need our prayers 

We continue to pray as a church and individually for situations and all our friends near 
and far. 

Please pray for: 
Pauline Walker (Townsend Street)  

Jennifer Jackson 
Alan & Elaine Green 

Michael Meredith 
Debbie, Marian, and Family 

Robert Thang,  

The last few months have been very different, not the summer we are used to.  Looking 
back over the pastoral news shared we have still seen a very busy time in our 
fellowship.   

• There have been some great holiday snaps shared - those under canvas, in 
cottages, yurts, shepherd huts 

• Updates from Charles who undertook the South West Coastal walk. An amazing 
630 miles - we couldn’t wait for those updates and so many lovely pictures 

• We supported a refugee appeal with very little notice - I felt so proud travelling 
over to the warehouse in Evesham with a full car load of toiletries, clothes, toys 
so thank you! 

• There were big birthdays, and those starting new schools, and colleges 
• The Virtual Garden competition   
• The launch of our Teams4U Christmas Shoebox appeal 
• A successful Holiday Club 
• Returning Groups including Choir, House Group and Lunch Club 

I’m exhausted but isn’t it great ☺ 

We have prayed as a fellowship for those unwell and those we have lost. 

On the 12th September we celebrated the life of Pam Jenner.  There were over 80 people 
who joined Pam’s family at Gas Green. We listened and shared memories of this 
wonderful lady.  Afternoon tea followed. Pam would have loved everything about it.   

We give thanks for our friends, family and our community and we look forward to the 
remaining months of 2021. 

We continue to share Pastoral Care news each Sunday and requests for prayer, so 
please do get in touch if there is anyone you would like our fellowship to pray for, and 
do please share any messages, pictures, videos. 

Keep safe, every blessing,    

Debbie x 



 

 

Please get in touch if you want to help with this year’s appeal.   

Every blessing 

Debbie  

In 2020 Gas Green supported the WEBOX appeal and with your help £1500 was 
sent to enable boxes to be made up in Albania.  
 
I am pleased to announce that this year Gas Green will be supporting Teams4U 

2021 Shoebox appeal - and we can even put boxes together. 
 

Now the work begins.  Here's what you need to know: 
• Deadline for boxes Thursday 07 November 

• Boxes and leaflets will be provided on request. 

• Categories Boys and Girls ages 3-5 : 6-11 and 12+ years 

• If you would like to do something different why not put together a Home 
Box 

Here are some ideas as to what you can include in a Home Box: 

• Greetings card with a picture of your 
family • Windup torch 

• Lightweight scarf • Washing up liquid 
• Fold-up shopping bag • Tea lights and candles 
• Wooden Spoons or other basic cooking 

utensils • Comb 

• Enough toothbrushes for a family • Washing line and pegs 
• Toothpaste • Dishcloths/J Cloths 
• Soaps • Tea towel 
• Wash Mitt • Jewellery (treasure for the Mum) 
• Scouring Pads 
• Plastic Mug 

• Festive decorations 
• Shampoo 

• Plastic Cutlery for the family (not for 
single use)   

http://www.worlebaptistchurch.org.uk/webox-2020.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld-BLBO92ws&t=33s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld-BLBO92ws&t=33s


Summer “Messy Church” Holiday Club 
 

 
 

10.15 am on 27th July, and 30 children piled into the church for the first session of 
Gas Green’s version of “Messy Church”. A busy morning of crafts, activities, and a 
story from the Old Testament about Elijah concluded with the children having a hot 
lunch.  

Over the 4 weeks we had 39 children. 
The other weeks followed the same pattern but we 

added in pottery workshops and ukulele sessions, which 
were very popular. Over the weeks the children heard 
about other Old Testament heroes and these included 
Daniel, Esther and Joshua. 

At the end of the first morning we were a bit stunned by 
the business of the morning and coping with large 
numbers especially as several families chose to join us 
for lunch. However we were grateful for the number of 
children who came and seemed to like the morning.  The 
new format kept the children busy all the time and they 
liked being able to choose 
which craft or activity they 
participated in. It also gave 

the leaders who were manning the tables and 
activities opportunities to chat to the children and 
build relationships with them.  

As a team we were very thankful that we could 
share through the stories how people trusted and 
obeyed God. Each child was given a book, which 
contained the stories of the Old Testament heroes so 
they could read about the heroes we had covered and 
plenty of others. 

We have seen some of the children who were 
there over several years and trust that the seed 



planted in these sessions will bear fruit for God’s kingdom in the future. An added 
blessing is that we received funding for the sessions so all our costs have been 
covered. God is so good! 

Val & Sharon 

And a final word from Rosie (aged 7): 

 
Following on from the summer Holiday Club, the next event for children is a ‘Light 

Party’ during the October school half-term, on Wednesday 27th October: 
 



More Acts of Kindness 

Following on from Debbie Hunt’s article in the previous issue of “Contact”, Derek 
Donovan shares some of his experiences of unusual acts of kindness: 

I was interested and very amused by Debbie's experience in retrieving the dog's 
ball.  

Recently I had two acts of kindness shown to me. 

Firstly, I filled up the car with petrol at Tesco's, walked into the kiosk to pay, 
presented my Tesco Credit Card and was told by the cashier that it was faulty and 
he couldn't accept it - pay cash, but I had no cash with me. The conversation went 
something like - "well you can't take the petrol back", "but you can't leave here 
without paying".  

A gentleman standing behind me said "Sorry to butt in, but I can lend you £50 if 
you are stuck!!!!" He had filled up his lorry with diesel, and he simply told me where 
his depot was and trusted me, a complete stranger, to eventually take the cash out 
to him in Staverton which I did. 

The faulty Tesco card was duly renewed, so armed with this smart new piece of 
plastic, I went into the Bishops Cleeve Chinese Takeaway and ordered supper. 
Along came the bagged-up meal and I presented the card. "Sorry we only take cash" 
said the lady assistant. "I haven't got any with me" I said "Oh, well, let me have it 
tomorrow" she said. 

So as in Debbie's case, it was a good feeling to experience these acts of 
kindness, but it also taught me to keep a bit of cash in my pocket. 

Derek 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to BMS Birthday Scheme members celebrating their birthday during the coming 
weeks: 

October 21st  Olive Keyte 

Are you a member of the Birthday Scheme? This is a way to say “Thank You” to 
God for another birthday. You receive a lovely birthday card and in return you are 
invited to make a donation to the work of BMS. By giving on your birthday you are 
supporting BMS projects around the world and transforming the lives of vulnerable 
people. Every year more than £250,000 is raised in this way, please be part of this. 

Please see Tina for more details 



 



Helen and Wit  

Boondeekhun  

Boondeekhun's Bulletin 
August 2021 
 

www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
Greetings from the church in Wang Daeng. 
Here in Thailand we are in the grip of a 
third Covid wave, which makes the first two 
seem like mere blips. Thirty Provinces are 
in lockdown, and people are very fearful. 
Fortunately, here in Uttaradit there are 
fewer restrictions and most live cases are 
either in hospital or in quarantine centres. 
Nevertheless people are very cautious, 
schools are closed, and children are kept at 
home 
 
Praise God, the Holy Spirit is not in 
lockdown! Things are progressing, albeit 
slowly. Sunday church has returned to 
being just adults and teens, but we still 
have freedom to meet in person. 
 
Most of our activities with younger children 
have been put on hold, although English 
classes still continue, but with fewer 
students. Our group of teenagers is actually 
growing, and Fluk has been great at taking 
them to exercise or play sport at a local 
park several evenings a week. Most of 
them are learning the guitar, and they are 
very excited to start learning to play the 
drums, following the arrival of our electronic 
drum kit. Two of the new girls have been 
coming along to church and are opening up 
to the things of God; and Bam, the young 
girl who was baptized back in February, 
regularly helps in worship leading, which is 
lovely to see. Unfortunately two of our 
teens have recently been put on "Covid 
house arrest" so we pray for wisdom for 
creative ways to stay in touch, and 
encourage them in their faith. 
 
Since the majority of the youth group are 
girls, we are currently looking to find a 
female youth leader to join our ministry 
team. We are also thinking about a couple 
to be our successors when we eventually 

move on from Wang Daeng. We may 
perhaps move to live in another nearby 
village, where some of our members live, in 
order to expand our ministry during the 
transition period. 
 
As for us personally, we are getting ready 
for our second trip to the UK this year, for 
the occasion of our daughter’s wedding. 
Fortunately, we won't need to quarantine 
this time as we are double-jabbed. We'll 
also be able to go and stay at our son's 
new house in Bristol, which will be lovely. It 
will be nice to have a bit of a break from 
work, and we leave things here in the 
capable hands of Fluk and a lady called 
Nok, who works for Youth for Christ. When 
we return we'll be staying in the so called 
"Phuket Sandbox" which means we won't 

http://www.bmsworldmission.org/hwboondeekhun


have to be locked away in a hotel room for 
14 days, but will have freedom to move 
around in a restricted zone on the island. 
 
Our basket weaving and sewing projects 
have recently ground to a halt, as there are 
no opportunities to sell the products. 
However, following the cooking training we 
did last month, two of our ladies have 
begun making and selling 'khanom jeep' - a 
type of wanton. It's been a real blessing for 
them as money is very tight at the moment. 
We hope to do more training - this time in 
making 'boat’ noodles - with the hope that 
someone will be able to sell them from our 
Sala, which is currently not being used. 

 
With many people out of work due to the 
current crisis, there are quite a number of 
local families who are really struggling 
financially. We therefore proposed a food 
relief project to BMS and received a grant 
which has enabled us to buy food and 
hygiene items to make up relief packages. 
We have been able to distribute these 
packages in several local villages, and 
have also given some to other churches in 
Uttaradit to do the same in their areas. It's 
been such a great way to demonstrate the 
love of Jesus to the local community. 

 
 
Please pray for God's blessing on our 
members, and especially our newly 
appointed leadership team. 
 
Pray for our teenagers to grow in their faith. 
 
Pray for local men to come to know Christ. 
 
Pray for each person or family that has 
received a food relief package. 
 
Pray for Fluk and Nok as they take care of 
things here whilst we are away. 
 
Pray for a female youth leader. 
 
Finally, please pray for our future plans to 
expand the ministry to other villages in our 
district, and for a Thai couple to be our 
successors. 
 
Blessings in Christ 
 
Wit & Helen 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit' Romans 15:13 

 
 

If you would like to support Helen and Wit Boondeekhun by prayer 
and committed regular giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners  

or call 01235 517617 for a 24:7 Partners leaflet. 
 

 
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA   Tel: 01235 517700 
mail@bmsworldmission.org bmsworldmission.org 

 
The Baptist  Missionary  Society:  registered  in England  and Wales  as a charity  (number  1174364)  and a company  limited  by guarantee 
(number 10849689) 

mailto:mail@bmsworldmission.org


 
1st Cheltenham Company 
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE & 

THE GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 

At last we have been able to re-start regular ‘normal’ Friday evening activities, 
with our first meeting after the summer break on 3rd September. 

Sadly, but perhaps inevitably given the disruption of the past 18 months, some 
past members have chosen not to return. However, in their place we are already 
glad to have welcomed a number of new younger members. There is still room for 
more, so if you know of any girls or boys who might be interested, please encourage 
them to come along on a Friday, or have a word with any of the leaders. There is a 
small change to our meeting times: the Anchor Section (age 5 to 8 yrs) now meet at 
5.45 p.m. Other age groups (age 8 to 18 yrs) meet at 6.40 p.m. 

Battalion events will also soon be re-starting in earnest, the first such events being 
an outing for the Anchor Section to “The Wild Place” project near Bristol, and 5-a-
side football tournaments for Junior and Company Sections, at Tewkesbury School. 

Looking further ahead, our Annual Re-Enrolment service takes place on Sunday 
10th October. Members will be presented with their membership cards for 2021/22, 
and make their promises to serve as loyal members for the coming year. We hope 
that you will encourage them by your presence on that Sunday morning. 

Tony Dymock 

 

 
House-Hunting in 1938? 

Marian has shared with us this advert for her maisonette in St. George’s Drive, taken 
from the April 1938 “Cheltenham Circular”. Price for a 999 year lease is just £330. 

(and if that sounds too good to be true, the minimum deposit is just £1!) 



Wordsearch – Remembrance Day 
For Britain, the First World War began on 4th August 1914 and ended on 11th 
November 1918.  At the start, the British Government asked for 100,000 volunteers 
to join the Army.  750,000 applied in the very first month.  An estimated 250,000 
British boys lied about their age in order to join up.  The youngest caught was just 12 
- he was sent home.  Average life expectancy in the trenches was just six weeks. In 
all, 65 million men from 30 countries fought in the First World War.  More than nine 
million fighting men were killed during the conflict, a third of them through disease.  
At least 750,000 of these were British. The Victoria Cross, the highest military award, 
was awarded 628 times in the First World War.   

Words to Find: First, World, War, August, November, Volunteers, Join, Army, Lied, 
Order, Youngest, Average, Life, Expectancy, Trenches, Six , Weeks, Million, 
Countries, Fighing, Killed, Conflict, Disease, Victoria, Cross. 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 

DIARY FOR October & November 2021 
 

EACH WEEK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED (Subject to Covid-19 Restrictions) 
 
SUNDAY   10.45 am   “LIGHTHOUSE” CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 
MONDAY  10.30 am   LUNCH CLUB / COFFEE MORNING 
TUESDAY  10.00 am   BIBLE STUDY  (Alternate weeks) 
TUESDAY   5.00 pm onwards BEAVERS, CUBS, SCOUTS 
WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm    HOME GROUP or PRAYER & PRAISE 
FRIDAY   5.45 pm onwards BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION 

As Covid restrictions are relaxed, Sunday morning worship in church has been resumed 

each week at 10.45 am, together with ‘Lighthouse’ for the children.  However, on the first 

Sunday of each month we will instead worship online at 11 am using ‘Zoom’. 

To share in online services, go to: www.zoom.us/join and enter  

MeetingID = 836 7812 5771, Passcode = 993499 

Those without internet access can take part by telephone: please ask the  

Minister or Secretary for details of how to do this.  

Future events are subject to change according to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 
The December/January issue of “Contact” will be published on Sunday 28th Nov. 

Articles for inclusion to Tony by 14th Nov. (written) or by 21st Nov. (by email) 

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: OCTOBER 
Saturday 2nd 10.00 am Coffee & Cake 
SUNDAY 3rd 11.00 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (On ‘Zoom) 

SUNDAY 10th 10.45 am BB/GA Re-Enrolment Service 
Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Monday 11th 7.00 pm   Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday 13th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 17th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins (Communion) 
SUNDAY 24th 10.45 am Debbie Hunt 

Wednesday 27th 
4.00 pm Light Party 
7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 

Friday 29th 6.30 pm Brigade Leaders’ Meeting 
SUNDAY 31st 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 
    

DAY DATE TIME EVENTS & PREACHERS: NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 3rd 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 7th 11.00 am Tony Wilkes / Debbie Hunt (On ‘Zoom’) 
Monday 8th 7.30 pm Church Meeting 
Thursday 11th 7.00 pm Discussion on ‘Pioneer Ministry’ (Zoom) 

SUNDAY 14th 10.45 am Remembrance Sunday 
Rev. Iain Hoskins 

Wednesday 17th 7.00 pm Home Group 
SUNDAY 21st 10.45 am Debbie Hunt (Communion) 
Wednesday 24th 7.00 pm Prayer & Praise 
SUNDAY 28th 10.45 am Rev. Iain Hoskins 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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